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“This handbook makes an important contribution to help- 
ing gay men and women foresee problems and prepare for 
them. It is helpful, informative, and provocative.” 


| LESBIAN 


& - Directing Attorney, Lesbian Rights Project 
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BS area of the tenets that oppress them as individuals and couples. 
COU P L i + This powerful book enables couples to protect themselves, 
: their security as a couple, and their lives together.” 
— Joe Nieberding, Psychologist, San Francisco, California 
“I think the book is excellent, very informative, and in an 


& 
easily readable style. The book is unique in the scope 
and breadth of its coverage.” 
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— Linda Guthrie, National Gay Task Force, New York 
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Elegy for Vernon Kroening 
and Joerg Wenz 


The responsible community leaders 
were at it again at the memorial service 
for Vernon Kroening and Joerg Wenz, 
victims of the West Street Massacre, de- 
ploring violence and urging restraint. As 
the sermons went on, pouring grease on 
the waters, you would have thought 
that the hundreds of people gathered at 
Washington Square Church were there 
resting after their mob attack on the 
heterosexuals of New York, and were 
poised to go out again, running wild in 
armed, savage frenzy. 

We were there to mourn. And we 
were there in anger as well: acknowledg- 
ing the difference between a sad cvent 
and an event that is sad and wrong. And 
in the face of wrong, of wrongful death, 
of violation, of murder, we were being 
told to celebrate martyrdom and to 
turn the other cheek. 

A community that defines itself by 
the degree of its victimization is a com- 
munity without power. To repeat a 
litany of persecution, as the organ swells 
and the choir sings, is one thing: to glor- 
ify that persecution, suggesting that a 
fictim status confers a special nobility 
upon us, is another, an obscene thing. 
We cannot find self-worth by measur 
ing the extent to which we are hated; 
we cannot find strength by claiming 
our weakness makes of us a chosen 
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people; and we cannot inherit the earth 
by being gunned down to bleed our lives 
away on the winter street. 

If it is true, as one minister counseled 
the crowd, that the church is built on 
the blood of its martyrs, then | cannot 
afford that church. And I cannot afford 

“political” martyrs any more than “reli- 
gious” ohes, cannot afford to have living 
life lost and be told that deaths will 
build our cause. 

Suffering is not good for the soul. 
Suffering evil does not make us good, 
will not prepare us to actively resist 
wrong. The passivity inherent in ‘an 
identity named sufferer will kill us all. 
The despised, the rejected, the outcast, 
the murdered, the martyred: there are 


Impeachment Defined 


In his “DC Desk” column for Native 
3, Larry. Bush states that Bruce Voeller 
was impeached as President of GAA. He 
also’ states, ‘That move was not to the 
credit of GAA.” As someone who was 
there, | must correct one misstatement 
of fact, and challenge one opinion. 

Bruce Voeller resigned from GAA 
when a motion to censure him was 
brought to the general membership. 
This stemmed from an incident in which 
he had, in the view of many, used 
GAA's name to endorse a mafia bar. 
This happened after a valid GAA dem- 
onstration elsewhere, and placed some 
people in physical danger. So much for 


other names for what we need to-do-—-the “impeachment.” 


with our lives. 

I suggest that we begin with our an- 
ger: an anger at least as real as our very 
real pain, and infinitely more useful 
than the acceptance of such pain as our 
lot in life, our identity, our blessing. 1 
suggest that we recognize, instead, the 
capacity to feel rage as a blessing: as a 
way to bum through the definition of 
our lives as victim lives: I suggest that 
we take back our souls from the sorry, 
the sad, and the saints. Let us refuse 
martyrdom and regain rightful rage. 
And then, I suggest, let us act on it. 


Sara Mites 
Brooklyn, NY 
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By October of 1973, when he re- 
signed, Bruce Voeller was having a 
tough time in GAA. He had made sev- 
éral unilateral decisions in the name of 


~ GAA which were not popular with the 


membership. The mafia bar incident was 
jyst the straw that broke the camel's 
back. By that time the GAA member 
‘ship had become “filly” alienated from 
Bruce's leadership. To have balked at 
tacitly endorsing Dr. Voeller’s bad judg- 
ment did not seem then, and does not 
seem now, to reflect badly upon the 
then membership of GAA/NY. 


= R. Paul Martin 
Brooklyn, NY 


“Homosexuality, Hysteria, and Children: How Not To Be 2 


David Rothenberg isn’t letting Commentary, Time, Stir 
Crazy, or the Federal Bureau of Prisons get away with it. 


Urban Affairs, 


around town. 


John. Preston ponders the concept of creating a gay utopia 
in the Maine countryside. 


D.C. Desk 
Fresh from the mountaintop, Larry Bush tells about his 

chat with spokespeople for the new Christian right, and ex- 

plores their horrifying views of homosexuals and the closet. 
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“Boys, prostitution, and Boston: the perfect makings of a 
scandal”—and an outrage against the Boston gay commu- 
nity as retold by Wallace Hamilton. 
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_ Vito's book which is coming out when he’s going to be too 


old (34) to enjoy it. 


Homophobic Parent," excerpted from Letty Cottin Pogre- 
bin’s remarkable new book, Growing Up Free: Raising 
Your Child in the 80s. Followed by an interview with the 
author, who is a founder, editor, and writer for Ms. magazine. 
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Larry Busb responds: 

The word “impeach” means to cbal- 
lenge or discredit a person's bonor or 
reputation. 

What Mr, Martin bas outlined certain- 
ly falls within the parameters of that 
definition, 


Stretching AMADEUS’ 


r 
Forget that old axiom about birds 
and hands and bushes—two yentas on 
the telephone are better than a gossip 
columnist at the typewriter any day. In 
the Russo/Bell connection, you've got 
the perfect combination of everyday 
dish ana-documentary eavesdropping. 
Too bad you don’t have a perfect 
theater critic. Talented editor/novelist 
Felice Picano was way out of his depth 
in discussing Peter Shaffer's Amadeus. 
“Among all the Anglo-American play- 
wrights,”’ writes Picano, Shaffer “alone 
has a commitment to stretching drama, 
twisting it about to form other genres.” 
Shaffer alone?? Even hacks like Arthur 
Miller profess a pronounced commit- 
ment to “stretching drama,’’ and some 
contemporary playwrights—Sam Shep- 
ard, Maria Irene ‘Fornes, Michael Me~ 
Clure; to name a few—have actually suc- 
~ ceeded. 

Of course, Picano has a perfect right 
to overpraise a pretentious and shallow 
play. But it’s simply not true that Ama- 
deus has “been hailed by each and every 
major drama critic in the city.” (As if 
that means anything.) John Simon in 
New York, Robert Brustein in the New 
Republic, and the guest critic in the Na- 
tion were all soundly negative in their 
reviews. And although I may not yet be 
established as a major drama critic—I've 
vyet to be quoted in the Arts & Leisure 
section calling anything ‘‘a miracle that 
is pure Broadway'’—I gave it to Ama- 
deus but good in the Sobo News. 


Don Shewey 
New York City 


Felice Picano responds: 

The only Anglo-American playwright 
I can think of who's doing the kind of 
“drama-stretcbing"’ that Shaffer is at- 
tempting is Tom Stoppard. The play- 
wrights you mention are all American. 

At the time I saw Amadeus, all that 
bad been published were opening night 
reviews in the dailies; I was not attempt- 
ing to disparage Mr. Shewey and all the 
rest. 


: The Band Passes 


I was appalled to read Mr. Roman's 
rebuttal in Native 4 of Native in general, 
-but. I was particularly appalled by his 
indignation regarding press passes. 

Doesn’t this gendeman understand 
the concept of these complimentary 
tickets to, cultural events? If he expects 
payment for these gratuities, which are 
made available to the Presyydoes he also 
expect to pay by the inch’ when a band 
+ performance is listed in the Calendar or 
in your new (and excellent) Urban Af- 

The idea behind press passes, as un- 
‘derstood by ‘public. relations people 
(which Mr. Roman obviously isn’t) is 
two-fold. It allows a publication to re- 
view the event in question in a style and 
manner that they feel best serves their 


readership; and it is a courtesy provided 
the paper in exchange for publicity of a 
complimentary nature offered by the 
publication. 

These passes are given freely by the 
publicist and, generally speakihg, there 
are none of the childish strings attached, 
as Mr. Roman’s rebuttal seemed to call 
for. 

Perhaps the Native would consider 
buying their tickets for the band’s next 
performance (if they would even bother 
to after the irrelevant lambasting they 
received on their last review) and charg- 
ing the band for either the listing of the 
performance and/or the space to run the 
review. Remember, when a professional 
is called in to. help an organization, he's 
paid. 

And finally, if the Native offered to 
pay for the tickets which their people 
used, would the band consider reim- 
bursing Mr. Goldstaub for his two? Or 
would they have required a glowing re- 
view for them? Perhaps they care to pre- 


view reviews before offering tickets? 


Jobn B. Califano 
Flushing, New York 


Ah, Wilderness 


I was almost moved to tears reading 
John Preston's travel piece on Portland, 
Maine (Native 3). How easy it must be 
for those’ of us who live in ghettoized 
cities like New York and San Francisco 
to forget that. we live in artificial en- 
vironments. How painful it is to realize 
that Portland, Maine is the real world. 


Jobn W. Rowberry 
Editor, the Alternate 


New York's Finest 

I can't tell you how shocked and out- 
raged I am to read that a New York 
policeman refused to drop everything 
and play chauffer when Arthur Bell had 
a bad reaction to his amebiasis drugs 
and couldn't find a cab. What are we 
paying these guys for, anyway? Have 
the police no sense of priorities? 


Vince Aletti 

RFC 

Warner Bros. Records 
New York City 
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Man Killed Near Rambles 


Early on the morning of January 25, 
forty-year-old Manuel Minchala was 
shot in the head on a footpath near 
the Rambles, a popular Central Park 
cruising area for gay men. Sgt. John Mc- 
Carthy of the Central Park Precinct pro- 
vided the New York Native with the fol- 
lowing details. Minchala was discovered 
by another male on the footpath around 
1:50 a.m. He was apparently shot while 
standing up. He was wearing no jewelry, 
nor was he carrying a wallet at the time 
of the shooting. He was fully-clothed. 
His pockets were not disturbed; robbery 
has not been determined as the motive 
at this time. 

Minchala was born in Equador, but 
had lived in this country for approxi 
mately eleven years. Police toured the 
gay bars on Amsterdam Avenue and 
queried bartenders to find anyone who 
may have been with him that night. Ac- 
cording to Sgt. McCarthy, a couple of 
bartenders recognized the photos of 
Minchala as someone they had seen in 
the bar from time to time. 

According to Sgt. McCarthy, the 
footpath on which Minchala was shot is 
usually pitch dark at night because the 
small globe lights in that area are broken. 
Apparently, every time the city repairs 
them, they are'broken again. 

There was also a stabbing death in 


another part of the park on the same 
night, but the police ‘do not attribute 
that murder to anti-gay violence. As we 
go to press, the victim is still unidenti- 
fied. Sgt. McCarthy pointed out that 
during all of last year, there were three 
murders in Central Park, sq, they find 
two murders in one day particularly dis- 
turbing. 

Minchala was shot by a .38-caliber 


gun, which is easy to obtain in New 
York City. Sgt. McCarthy told Native 
that during the last hours that Min- 
chala was aliv@, he attended Mass at a 
Spanish chureh on 14th Seréen;cand 


he went to Central Park. Normally, 
there are three patrol cars in-the park 
at night. Sgt. McCarthy said that most 
of Minchala's family is still in Equador. 


my 


Photograph of Ron Illardo by Harold Jay Klein 


Skeptics Say Rights Bill 
Could Jeopardize Resolution 


A great deal of controversy has sur- 
* rounded the activities of the City Coun- 
cil regarding the Omnibus Gay Rights 
Bill (Intro 384) and the anti-gay-vio- 
lence resolution (Intro 1304). 

Ron Ilardo, a member of the steer 
ing’ committee for East Village Lesbian 
and Gay Neighbors, suggested at a Jan- 
uary 20 meeting that the Coalition for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights [CLGR] not 
reintroduce the gay rights bill until the 
City Council has acted on the anti-vio- 
lence resolution. Ilardo said that lobby- 
ing for the gay-rights bill now would af- 
fect the resolution in ways that could 
not be predicted. Intro 1304 urges “all 


relevant city agencies” to. “strengthen 
their efforts" in stemming violence 
against gay people. 

Resolution 1304 was introduced by 
Councilwoman Miriam Friedlander, on 
December 18. The proposal was sent to 
the General. Welfare Committee by 
Councilman Joseph Sevino, where it is 
awaiting a hearing. 

Mllardo, citing advice he received 
from legal sources, warned that council 
members might “lump” the resolution 
together with the rights bill, which has 
been presented to the council nine times 
in the past ten years. 

Mlardo believed that the two measures 
are equally important, but that the risk 
of council members confusing the two 
might diminish the resolution’s chances 
of passage. 

Many CLGR delegates who had earli- 
er endorsed the anti-violence resolution 
rejected the idea that the gay rights bill 
has been the major goal of CLGR in re- 
cent months. 

CLGR member Betty Santoro re- 
fuesd to believe that council members 
would actually confuse two separate 


pieces of legislation. Santoro told Har-_ 


do that the lawyers who predicted such 
confusion were “selling you up a creek.” 

Much of the disagreement has cen- 
tered on priorities. Coalition delegate 
Joyce Hunter called the anti-violence 
resolution “lip service.” Andy Humm, 
who led the discussion, said, “Our only 
purpose is to work for our rights.” 

One CLGR delegate who defended 
the anti-violence resolution was Steve 
Ault, who advocates further study on 
the possible céhflict between the two 
issues. “What everyone's concerned 


about is violence,” Ault said. He added 
that it might be good to let the anti- 
violence resolution ‘‘run its course’? be- 
fore proceeding on Intro 384. 

Delegates voted unanimously to re- 
introduce the gay rights bill ‘‘as soon 
as possible," but they also decided that 
separate timetables should be established 
for promoting the two proposals. 

Any action to advance the gay rights 
bill will result from a consensus of gay 
leaders and supportive City Council 
members, Councilwoman Friedlander 
stated later in the week, Friedlander her- 
self does not feel that pushing gay rights 
would interfere with her anti-violence 
resolution. ‘‘Those who want to confuse 
it will confuse it,” she said. 

Councilwoman Carol Greitzer from 
Greenwich Village, who has supported 


the anti-violence resolution while ques- 
tioning its importance, agreed. ‘I don’t 
think council members are stupid,” she 
said. 

Friedlander predicted that it would 
take several months for hearings on the 
anti-violence resolution to begin. 


Liberation Day Wounds 
Have Yet to Heal 


The notorious division which result- 
ed in two separate rallies in Central Park 
during last year’s Gay Pride March could 
be resolved in time for this year’s festivi- 
ties, according to Tony Gambino, a co- 
chairperson for the Christopher Street 
Liberation Day Committee [CSLDC] . 


made a phone call at 11:30 p.m. before | 


Watch What You Drink 


The Chelsca Gay Association has 
documented four cases over the past 
three months in which men lost thou- 
sands of dollars in property to thieves 
they had met in gay bars. In each case, 
the victim lost consciousness after sip- 
ping a drink spiked with so-called 
“knock-out drops.” 

The four bars where the ill-fated 
pick-ups occurred were in Greenwich 
Village, Chelsea, the Upper East Side, 
and the Upper West Side. The Chelsea 
Association's report suggested a city- 
wide crime ring may be behind the rob- 
beries. 

The incidents occurred as follows: 

—A_ West-Sider brough ‘‘Carlos” 
home from a Christopher Street tavern. 
He gave Carlos a drink, and Carlos in- 
sisted that the man also have one. When 
the man went to the kitchen for food, 
Carlos presumably added something to 
the drink. The man recovered the fol- 
lowing afternoon from what he described 
as a hallucinogenic. He had lost $3,000 


* in prints, cash, jewelry, and checkbooks. 


—A Chelsea man lay unconscious for 
ten hours after having a drink doctored 
by a 59” guest who said he came from 
Greece. The Chelsea man lost paintings 
and furniture. Accomplices must have 
helped carry out the furniture, which 
included four large, heavy chairs. 

—A pick-up from an Upper East Side 
bar requested that both he and his host 
have drinks. The victim was out cold for 
at least eight hours, during which the 
pick-up took “‘all valuable items, includ- 
ing jewelry.” . 

—A victim brought two presumably 
Greek men home from a West Side bar 
and made drinks. After a few sips, he 
fell to the floor. As the two gathered 
jewelry and cash, the vicum's room 
mate awoke in bed, One of the thieves 
brandished a long knife and ordered him 
to stay under the covers. The roommate 
called a doctor as soon as the theives 
left, the doctor said that a delay in 
treatment would have resulted in death 
from an overdose. 

No arrests have been made in any of 
the four cases. 


Last year several organizations broke 
off from the CSLDC amidst charges of 
incompetence and personal animosity. 
Many groups, including NAMBLA and 
Fugenspiel felt that CSLDC was not 
dealing fairly with issues relating to 
man-boy love and S-M. They formed 
their own group, the Lesbian and Gay 
Pride March and Rally Committee, when 
they were told they would have to 
march at the very end of the parade. 
The group siphoned off many marchers 
who were headed for the CSLDC rally. 

Gambino said that those opposed to 
reuniting the groups had “‘softened” 
their stand. He predicted a “50-50 
chance” of reconciliation. 

Gambino charged that “fringe groups” 
had so far dominated this year’s plan- 
ning meetings, in which only sixteen out 
of eighty member groups have partici- 
pated. “The moderates don’t show up,” 
he complained, 

The co-chairperson predicted that as 
the June 28 march date approached, 
more moderate groups would resurface, 
making a merger more likely. 

Meanwhile, a City Parks Department 
official stated that the CSLDC would 


probably not get to use the Central Park 
Sheep Meadow for its rally. 

Last year, because the Sheep 'Mead- 
ow was being re-sodded, the rally was 
moved to the East Meadow, making it 


necessary for marchers to walk chieey - 


extra blocks. 

CSLDC has again requested use of 
the Sheep Meadow. Gambino thought 
they would accept the Great Lawn as an 
alternative as long as ‘they're not giving 
the Sheep Meadow to anyone else.”” 


Match is a First 
for Gay Soccer Teams 


Wildwood won what was probably 

the first organized gay indoor soccer 
“match, defeating the Spike team 5-4 on 
January 22. 

The game was played in a school 
gymnasium before an audience of 38, all 
of whom had to keep their feet off the 
ground while the ball was in play. 

In the second match of the evening, 
the Rawhide team beat 96 West by a 
score of 4-2. 

Six bars have sponsored league entries 
under the auspices of the Ramblers Soc 
cer Club, The other two teams are from 
the Eagle and Nickel. Teams play i 
round-robin schedule lasting a total o' 
eight weeks. 

The differences between indoor anc 
outdoor soccer are that because of the 
small size of a gym, only four people 
play on a side and the game consists 
of only two periods, each lasting ten 
minutes 

There are no nets or goalies. To score, 
the ball is kicked onto th¢ wall within a 
taped off area five feet high and six feet 
wide; any goals kicked from more than 
six feet from the wall don't count 

will be matches each night 
through March 5, and one final match 
March 12 to round off the schedule 
The game begins at 8 p.m. at the school 
gy'm at 96th Street and West Fnd Avenue 


There 


Locker Room ‘'‘Prank” 
Prompts Suit 


STAFFORD TOWNSHIP, N.J.—Three 


high school wrestlers were charged with 
ing a teammate in their | 


rnotograpn vf Koz Kichter, Executive Director of Lambda Legal, by Harold Jay Klein, 


locker room January 7. 

The athletes, two seniors and a junior, 
allegedly sixteen-year-old 
sophomore while they were waiting for 
the arrival of a visiting wrestling team 

School ‘administrators, calling the in 
a youthful prank," gave the of- 
fenders a three-day The 
younger boy's father, however, signed 
complaints against the three 
in Ocean Count? Juvenile Court 

Parents of other Southern Regional 
High School wrestlers are worried about 
their sons’ safety, according to the As 
bury Park Press. One boy reportedly 
quit the team for fear of being caught 
alone in the shower with certain other 
team members. 

The school's Superintendent, William 
Wright, complained that the case has 
been “blown vut of proportion.” 


assaulted a 


cident 


suspension 


students 


The Adanta campaign against pornog 
raphy, which 
stores to close rather than subject their 
emplayees to prosecuuon, may have ho: 
mophobic overtones. 

Native called the 
(Georgia) District 
find out what 1 meant by 
phy.” 

The 
raphy as material which depicts 

explicit sexual activity (even if only 
simulated) 

-erect penis(es), or 

material promoting or advocating 


homosexuality “ 


A Question of Morality 


spokesperson defined  pornog- 


Lambda Fundraise? Packs 'Em In 


* On Wednesday, January 21, Lambda 
Legal Defense and Education Fund held 
a champagne rally at Uncle Charlie's 

* Downtown to raise money for their pro- 
grams 

From advance registration, organizers 
of the event had planned on about 150 
people. More than 200 people arrived 
early in the evening, and Uncle Charlie's 
was soon packed to capacity. 

Roz Richter, Executve Director of 
the Fund, said that people were con 
triButing two and three times the price 
of a ticket ($15), and that many special 
contributions were made toward the 
Fund's yearly goal. 

Last year, Lambda Legal operated on 
4 $50,000 budget. Margo Karle, presi- 
dent of the New York chapter, explained 
that “This year our budget is double 
that~$100,000—and I'm sure we'll have 
no trouble reaching our goal. Besides 
this rally, we also plan ta hold a spring 
picnic and two additional events this 
year.” : 

As those attending munched away at 

‘ hot and cold hors d'oeuvres, Jay Goldin, 
City Controller, addressed the 
“It is time for all ciuzens to work to- 
gether for eqnal rights for all people.” 
| Ms. Karle stated that the party was a 
| celebration of the repeal of the New 
| York State Sodomy Law, and that the 

rally marked the launching of a cam- 

Paign to gain repeal in all states which 

| still have this on their 
books.” 


crowd 


In Atlanta, 


“archaic law 


has forced adult book: | 


College students interested in volun 
teering news items on gay-related cam- 
pus affairs should call or write Harold 
Klein or David Feinberg at the New 
York Natwe, 250 West 57th Street, 
Suite 417, New York, NY 10107 (212) 
929-7334 

Topics of interest include organized 
gay activities, campus radio program 
notes, research projects, and 
policies toward gay people 


Fulton County 
Attomey's office to 


“pornogra- 


school 


WANTED 


EXPERIENCED PROOFREADER 


for volunteer work at 


the NEW YORK NATIVE. 


A splendid time is guaranteed. 


Wey barvah aan bien 


Ys TON YA! daze ‘pant 


580-7696 . 
© Free, low, and moderate rent 


12 NOON UNTER 9 PM 
to share in ail parts of New York City. 
© Lowest fee in New York City: $25. 


@ NO FEE if you already have an apartment 
and need a roommate. 


@ NY.'s onfy all-gay apartment referral service. 
© Licensed by the State of New York. 


Tae GAY "Seavice- 


omosexuality is one of the 

H few subjects about which lack 

of knowledge does not dis- 

QS qualify a writer from getting 
an essay published. 

Authors seem to fall all over them- 
selves boasting how far away the gay life 
is from their experience, as they espouse 
a multitude of opinions on homosexual- 
ity and homosexuals. 

Yet even the traditionally thin rules 
wouldn't qualify Midge Decter to write 
and publish an essay about homosexual- 
ity. As heterosexual fate would have it, 
however, Ms. Decter is married to Nor 
man Podhoretz, editor of Commentary, 
an allegedly intellectual monthly pub- 
lished by the American Jewish Commit- 
tee. Decter has written a shallow es- 
say on the gay movement as viewed 
from the Podhoretz home on Fire Island 
in the mid-Sixties. She would have been 
better off—and probabiy more accurate 
~had she attempted to describe the rise 
and fall of the Third Reich as viewed 
from the meeting room of the Great 
Neck Hadassah. 

Here are some assorted bons mots from 
the hateful Decter article, “The Boys on 
the Beach” (September 1980): 


“By far the largest number of homo- 
sexuals had hairless bodies. . .. We were 
never able to determine just why there 
should be so definite a connection be- 
tween what is nowadays called their sex- 
ual ‘preference’ and their smooth femi- 
nine skin.” 


“.., audiences have for years been 
applauding homosexual plays for being 
profound statements about themselves 
and their lives: consider the kudos 
heaped on the works of Tennessee Wil- 
liams, Edward Albee and others, for pre- 
senting what could only have been ho- 
mosexual relationships as the deeper 


Trutbpaboset Loveriieatiehit iter en mene rnc hom asraality. like amcgatide..anded + 


“There were Also homosexual women 
at the Pines, but they were, or seemed 
to be, far fewer in number. Nor except 
for a marked tendency to hang out in 
the company of large and usually fero- 
cious dogs, were they instantly recogniz- 
able.” 


“The homosexuals lived, job for job 
and income for income, as if they had 
more money than we did."’ 


“I do not suppose, but would not be 
certain that homosexualshave established 
much of a presence in basic industry or 
government service or in such classic 
professions as doctoring and lawyering, 
but then for anyone acquainted with 
them as a group, the thought suggests 
itself that few of them have ever made 
much effort in these directions." 

“They have always been teachers and 
in goodly number. Some of them indeed 
seduced their students or tried to."" 


“They are a group so readily distin- 
guishable . .. they can in a single sweep- 
ing glance around a crowded room and 
with unerring accuracy recognize one 
another.” 


“There is also such a thing as charac- 
teristic homosexual speech.” 


“For many if not all of them homo- 
sexuality represented a flight from 
women far more than a wholehearted 
embrace of men,” 


“Undoubtedly many of the homo- 
sexuals 1 knew in Fire Island had been 
subjected to hysterical family scenes." 


“The absence of the father was itself 
in the first place the cause of the son's 
condition.” 


Mlustration by Ken Gould 


MEDIA . 
WATCH 


By David Rothenberg 


womanhood, has become a full-scale 
market.” 


There is no point in arguing with Ms. 
Decter. I suspect she is beyond reach 
Someone should merely point out to 
the American Jewish Committee that 
they would do well to study anti-Semi- 
tism. In almost every instance | have 
cited, there is a historic precedence 
where the word “‘Jew’’ was used +nstead 
of homosexual. 


he galleys of a new gay/guilt 
T novel reached me while | 
was bedridden with the flu. 
MEE Another Runner in the Night 
by Robert Granit is fast, amusing read- 
ing. It is also an irritant. | kept thinking 
of Mart Crowley while reading the 
book, for like The Boys in the Band, 
this novel is filled with gay put-downs, 
self-negation, and retreats into drugs 
and booze to enable the protagonist, 
Robert Gragit, to accept his homosexu- 
ality. 

There should be a single rute for alt 
self-pitying escapists in gay novels. The 
good fairy should appear and inform the 
complainer that Alcoholics Anonymous, 
the prisons, mental institutions, and 
drug centers are brimming with hetero- 
sexuals. It is too easy an-out, particular 
ly for a writer who seems as talented as 
Granit, to take the “woe-is-me-Il’'m-gay- 
and-on-the-treadmilkto-oblivion-' route. 


he new year began in the New 
T York Post, appropnately, 
with an editorial-page column 
lls by Joseph Sobran,n. Mr. So- 
bran’ appears unhappy with Hollywood's 
packaging of Bo Derek, though he is 
mistaken when he thinks that sexual ex- 
ploitation is a recent development. At 
first, Sobran’s column seemed sensitive 
to flesh-peddling and the inherent sex- 
ism involved in Bo Derek's career. He 
wrote, “Someone is sure to ask ‘What- 
samatta? You got hangups you can’t en- 
joy a good-lookin’ broad?’ As presently 
constituted, | really don't enjoy being 
subject to the ceaseless hawking of flesh- 
peddlers whether on the streets or in my 
living room as I try to watch T.V."”" 

So far, so good. But Sobran, reflect- 
ing on civil libertarians, notes that “‘all 
that privacy talk was simply to legiti- 
mize assaults on decency.”” 

Then he gets to his point and the 
moralist Sobran emerges: ‘‘There are 
non-draconian ways of basing society on 
the truth that sexual satisfaction be- 
dongs within the family. 

“Some misfits can't find it there. We 
are all, in fact, misfits until we make 
some difficult adjustments to adulthood. 
Let us not sneer and condescend to 
those who can’t make it. 

“But let's stop letting them call the 


tune. We have been all to eager to ac- 
commodate the debauched and the in- 
adequate who have attacked the normal 
not out of humanness, but out of a 
malicious envy.” 


Time Magazine gave some at- 
tention to a story that I did- 
(n't see in the local daily press. 
The weekly newsmagazine reported, 
“Anti-gay discrimination peaked during 
the McCarthy era, when several hundred 
homosexuals were fired from CIA, Pen- 
tagon and the State Department... . 
“Now an unidentified midtevel Na~ 
tional Security Agency employee has 
successfully challenged this policy. He 
won the right to keep his job as a tech- 
nical analyst despite his homosexuality, 
but only after agreeing to lessen the 
danger of blackmail by disclosing his 
sexual preference to his family (mother, 


I: their January 12. issue, 


sisters and brothers). Franklin Kameny, 


a member of the Washington, D.C. Com- 
mission on Human Rights, and a gay 
activist, calls the decision ‘a major break- 
through.’ 

That's the good news 

Time adds that at the CIA, an official 
stated that homosexuality ‘is one factor 
deemed relevant” for refusing security 

Cord Meyer, former CIA assistant 
deputy director for operations said, 
“The Soviets specialize in homosexual 
cases. They assign KGB agents who are 
homosexuals themselves to entrap our 


agents.”” 
And another former CIA. official 
states, “Homosexual agents tend to 


flock together. Once you get ahomose x- 
ual cell, they take care of each other.” 


the of , the movie 
Foe Stir Crazy has one 
character who is gratuitously 
QB 2 gay stereotype. He gets 
quick laughs at our expense 
On the other hand, CBS-TV's Sunday 
night hospital program, Trapper Jobn, 
had an enlightened program concerning 
a gay policeman. Though the plot was 
rather convoluted, the humanness of the 
gay character was refreshing 


Macleans reported on January 

12 onthe Canadian Broadcast- 
QE ing Company's television spe- 
cial Sharing the Secret: Selected Gay 
Stones. 

Emmy-winner John Kastner, from 
the talented Montreal family, was the 
producer. Macleans's review applauded: 
“The result is, on the whole, balanced 
and free of all but the most off-the-cuff 
editorializing, a look at a sexual proclivi- 
ty shared by some ten percent of the 


T he Canadian weekly magazine 


Continued on page 31 
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URBAN AFFAIRS 


We are 
parents 

of gay 
persons 
Pipetae don ade ae 


[P.0.G.]_ meets every fourth Sunday 
at 3 pm, atthe Metropolitan-Duane 
Methodist Church, 201 West 13th 


Street at Seventh Avenue. 

P.O.G. helps parents cope with their 
problems relating to having a gay 
child(ren), Parents and kids sit and dis- 
cuss both what their problems are 
and how other parents have dealt with 
the same crisis in their own families. 

It helps for parents to understand 
that they are not alone in their feelings 
and the organization provides an enor 
mous support group, comforting, advis- 
ing, and helping parents to continue to 
Jove their sons and daughters. 


ATTENTION: LATIN LESBIANS 


Latin American lesbians are invited 
to submit articles, short stories, poems, 
or songs in either Spanish or English to 
be considered for a book titled Latin 
American Lesbian Anthology. For more 
information you may contact Juanita 
or Digna at (212) 473-6864. Materials 
may be. mailed to: L.A.L.A. c/o Digna 
Landrove, 170 Avenue C, Apt. 4H, 
New York 10009 


AN EVENING WITH 
ROBERT PATRICK 


A unique event for lovers of theater 
and especially of gay theater: Lesbian 
and Gay Neighbors will be presenting 
the event on Sunday evening, February 
8, at 8:00 p.m. at 25 St. Mark's Place, 

Robert Patrick's plays include The 
Haunted Host, T-Shirts, and Orpheus 
in Am@fika, reviewed in Native 3) 


COMIC COLLECTIONS 


Marion Gallo, recendy voted Our- 
standing Comedienne by the National 
Academy of Concert and Cabaret Arts, 
will be at the Duplex (55 Grove St.) 
every Sunday in February at 9. 

Ms. Gallo is pure delight, pulling 
musical comedy personalities from her 
unlimited bag of characters, including 
Vincenza, the Italian movie star, Cherie, 
the ex-sex symbol, and Doris Dinette, 


Photograph by joan ©. Tobin, Jr. 


AND SPEAKING OF ROBERT 
«PATRICK... 


. he’s looking for-a.bay star" who is 
extremely talented for a leading role in 
his play Mercy Drop going into produc 
ton on March 12. There is much nud- 
j ity required; The actor must be at 
| least 18 and look 16. The script is 
available at the Oscar Wilde Bookshop 
If you are interested, you may call 


| 
Do 
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the C & W singing sensation with a tale 
to tell. 


Also at the Duplex, Borneman and 


Greenhouse dazzle with their collec- 
tion of crazy and inventive characters 
each Thursday at 11 p.m. 

Borneman and Greenhouse, nomin- 
ated last year by the NACCA as the 
Outstanding Comedy Duo, satirize every- 
one and everything including a hysteric- 
al routine about Camp Butch~—a summer 
camp for boys with ‘effeminate tenden 
cies."" 


PAST AND PRESENT 


James Saslow, New York editor of 
The Advocate, will be conducting the 
first in a series of art discussions spon 
sored by the Hibbs Gallery and Visual 
Arts Center called A Continuing Aes 
thetic: Gay and Lesbian Art in the 80s 

This first seminar, being held at the 
Washington Square United Methodist 
Church at 135 West 4th Street, ,deals 
with the past and present of gay art as 
ell ac irs precedents and definitions, 
and will be held on"February 9 at 8 p.m 

On February 16, the seminar will be 
on “Erotic Art'’ and will be conducted 
by Lou Weingarden, Director of the 
Stompers Gallery. Future seminars will 
deal with the male and female artist, 
criticism, and galleries. 

The contnbution for each of these 
sessions is $3 


LESBIAN HISTORY PROJECT 
OF NEW YORK 


you remember Mona's? Did you 
hang out at the Hiltop or another New 


York lesbian baf?"The Lesbian History 


| Project. of New York is, starting. Any 


lesbian interested in participating, con- 
tributing materials, or sharing memories 
about metropolitan lesbian life pre 
1970 is asked to contact the group 
through the Lesbian Herstory Archives, 
P.O. Box 1258, New York City, 10116, 
or by calling (212) 874-7232 or (516) 


Photograph by Alfred Eisenstaedt 


EISENSTAEDT: GERMANY 


Prewar Germany, ils eccentricities, 
surrealistic images, 
caught in this inspired collection now 
on exhibit at the International Center of 
Photography ,1130 Fifth Avenue,through 
March. 

The Center is at 94th Street and is 
open Tuesdays from 11 a.m, to 8 p.m., 
and Wednesday through Sunday from 
ll to S$. 


and people are 


“Ladies Night Out” 


“Actress, songwriter, guitarist, thy 
name is Alise M, and this new divine Ms. 
M will be giving a special preview of her 
one woman act, “Ladies Night Our,” 
at The Fives Cabaret, 555 West 57th 
Street, at 9:30, February 7th 


FIREY LIZARDS 


Stuart Wilson's at 221 Mort Street 
(between Spring and Prince) is sponsor 
ng an art competiton open to the gen 


| eral public (not restricted to professional 


artists by any means) dealing with vol- 
canoes and/or reptiles. The deadline 
fbr entrees is February 10, and the ex- 
hibit will open on the 14th and will 
run through March 


Presently at Stuart Wilson's is the 
Calendar Show featuring pieces by stu- 


dents, plumbers, and both amateur 


and professional artists alike and will 
conunue through February 7th 

To submit a work for the next show 
or to enjoy the present one, just visit 
Stuart Wilson’s Thursday through Sun- 
day, 1 till 7. 


TOPICAL SATIRE 


Sally-Jane Heit, most recently seen in 
Ballroom at Ted Hook's On 
Stage Wednesdays February 4 and 11 at 
8:30. 

Ms, Heit is one of the most copical 
comedienfies in.the business and her 
performances as the mora! majority Miss 
America and the not-sodiberated lesbian 


will be 


| are two.of the. funniest routines on a 


cabaret stage 


All submissions for the Urban Affairs 
section should be sent to 
Harold Jay Klein 
Christopher Street-Magazine 
250 West 57th Street, Suite 417 
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an idea... 


by John Preston 


n article in this moming’s 
Bees Press-Herald_ resur- 
rected a memory for me. Put- 
SMM ting «that memory together 
with a recent rumor created an hours 
long day dream. 

The article reported that the town 
of Canaan, Maine may be well on its 
way to surrendering its home rule. It 
seems that there aren't any people in 
the town who want to run for the three- 
person Board of Selectmen, the govern- 
ing body for all New England munici- 
palities that aren't constituted as cities. 
The three-person Board is the executive 
arm of the New England form of local 
government, a classic example of a demo- 
cracy which is actually. run by a Town 
Meeting that is usually open to every 
adult resident on an equal basis. 

If Canaan gives up its rule by default 
the state of Maine will take over its gov- 
ering. The story is getting big play here; 
the more usual process is for a local area 
to fight state interference. But, that’s 
not the point. 

What Canaan reminded me of was a 

publicity stunt that some playful gay 
liberationists pulled on an easily ter- 
tified California about ten years ago. 
They claimed they were planning to 
move a contingent of activists to sparsely 
populated Alpine County in large enough 
numbers to gain electoral control of the 
mountainous jurisdiction. While claim- 
ing they were in earnest, the activists 
were rolling in hysterics as newspapers, 
church leaders, and politicians scrambled 
to save the state from the potential 
shame. 
1 he idea died quite a death. | don't 
know of a single person from LA or 
San Francisco who ever actually moved 
to Alpine County. | was living in Minnea- 
polis at the time and thought the whole 
idea was . . . silly. But now, after six 
or seven years in the ghettos of San 
Francisco and New York, i find myseif 
sitting in Portland, Maine. 

There are reasons | like being here, 
and there are reasons | liked being there. 
The Alpine County story made me 
think of the literally hundreds of New 
England towns whose local government 
is, if anything, more autonomous than 
a California county's and whose popu- 
lation is less than 500. What would it 
be like? A ghetto in rural New England. 

As the day dream spun itself out I 
thought of some other aspects of New 


”* 


England reality-.that gave even more 
shape to the idea. There are hundreds of 
abandoned or marginally operated sum- 
mer camps in the three Northern New 
England states of Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, and Maine. There are dozens more 
in Western Massachusetts. There exists 
the beginnings of ‘an. infrastructure. 
There are common buildings and cot- 
tages, recreational facilities, and grounds. 
As few as 200 gay men could live there 
and take over the town, 

But, I wondered what it would be 
like? What would it feel like? Non-prof- 
it, but not puritanically pure in a radi- 
cal or religious sense. There have to be 
reasons to get people there. New England 
gay resorts can pull people in—Province- 
town ‘and Ogunquit have proven that 
easily enough. To get them involved 
you'd have to be able to attract the ur 
ban men from Boston, Montreal, and 
New York. You'd have to give them a 
Tresort experience that would appeal to 
them. 

A non-profit corporation that would 
be fun. I discovered myself assuming it 
would be male. There are already wo- 
men’s retreat centers in the three-state 
area that offered themselves to lesbians; 
let the separatism continue for awhile. 

But there wouldn’t be any reason to 
just reconstruct P-town or Fire Island 
on the Maine coast or in the New Hamp- 
shire mountains. It would have to have 
substance. And it would have to do 
something for gay, men to justify its 
existence. Fine, give 'em a disco at night. 
‘How about something more? There could 
be normal resort activities with a special 
gay emphasis. A movie series. A special 
lending library. Excursions. 

My own radical past doesn't let me 
escape waniing to support gay cuiture 
and community. Why not do things that 
would encourage gay men's vocations 
while creating special activities that 
would make the area more. attractive? 
Give the cooks and waiters of all those 


gay restaurants free room ‘and board in 


return for half-time work; turn the cafe- 
teria of the camp and the truck stop in 
the village into gourmet highlights of 
New England. Get the body builders up 
for the summer and let them put in a 
few hours work helping others start a 


physical fitness program. 

And the writers. 

I've noticed recently that as hard a 
time as we may give gay writers, many 
of them are our honest stars. Maybe 
that’s why they feel they encounter so 
much hostility. Why not take some cot- 
tages and give them to writers on the 
same basis that would attract them and. 
still give the non-profit corporation a 
potential to at least break even? The 
presence of Ed White and John Rechy 
mingling with the community would ap- 
peal to alot of people. They could have 
their house and use of the restaurants in 
return \for a minor percentage of what 
they might carn from any works com- 
pleted in that time period. 

It would have to be the best of gay 
life. The best minds would have to be 
in residence for at least a couple of 
weeks a year. The best food. The freest 
atmosphere without totally irresponsible 
behavior that would bring in the only 
potentially dangerous force, the State 
Police. If it were truly non-profit, 
wouldn't the Saint provide tapes for the 
disco? 

Craftsmen, could set up stands or 
shops in the village—a proven way for 
people to make a living in New England 
A printing press wouldn't be our of the 
question. Find a tiberal/radical college 
and offer accredited summer school 
classes; certainly Boston, New York, 
and Montreal have plenty of gay men 
with collegiate teaching credentials. 


gay resorts as they already 

exist. It’s always seemed to 
(GE mc that Fire Island, Key West, 
Provincetown, San Francisco, and New 
York (to whatever extent 1 is a vaca 
tion spot) are places where people come 
to learn how to be gay:how to interact, 
how to dress, how to communicate with 
one -another. The: level of education 


[: fits into my concept of the 


of ‘teaching people ‘how to 
dance. It can also be profound~as it is 
when people are learning how to love. 
Vaguer recollections from history 
books give even more shape to the idea. 
1 remember that the political parties of 
Austria, between the wars, all had near 


be meaningless when it’s only a 


yt 


ly total social/political structures for 
their members, There were camps and 
Tetreat centers, musical recitals, meet- 
ings, all of it. I don't have all the details 
clase at hand, but it sounds like some 
of the work we have to do with the gay 
ghettos. We have the discos, we.need to 
incorporate them into a wider range of 
social and political acuvities. 

Up to now, one problem has been 
the judgemental nature of various fac- 
tions: intellectuals sometimes disdain 
the people who go to discos; bar people 
dismiss the people who spend their en- 
tire energy organizing. There are too 
many rulings and there aren't enough 
hearings between people. Bur if they 
were brought together for the prime 
Purpose of a vacation and were all given 
a chance to have their time to present 
their priorities, it might work. 

A gay town. A self-ruled enclave. A 
gay controlled police force. A gay board 
of Selectmen handing out licenses for 
bars. A gay public library. A gay polit- 
ical voice in a state @lection. 

The old radical learned manipulation 
years ago when I discovered few peo 
ple would listen to the cal] for arms at 
the barricades while the local bar was 
featuring a new disc jockey. So, the 
corporation manipulates a litte. Organ- 
ized athletics would be an inclusion in 
any plan. Why not make sure those pro- 
grams included self defense? 

That's where the rumor entered into 
the day dream. It seems that there's a 
story circulating among straights in Cali- 
fornia—are those same playful activists 


who created the image of gay Alpine 
County still at it? The story goes this 
way: there’s a reason why all those gay 
men are going to the gyms in such aston- 
ishing numbers. It's supposedly not for 
anything as trite as big tits or passionate 
asges—the truth, according to the rumor, 
is that gay men are organizing them- 
selves into Paramilitary groups for self 
protection, at least, and who knows 
what else. Why not? : 

A gay town. A totally gay resort. 
Self-government. It's all just a daydream, 
But did you know that there are towns 
in Maine that are islands without any 
land connection to the rest of the state. 
A gay island.... 


ANNOUNCING 


First-class subscriptions to the NEW YORK NATIVE. 


Our aim is to provide you with 
the most exciting gay urban newspaper 
in America. 


After all, both you and New York 
deserve the very best. — 
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DESK 


By Larry Bush 


otherwise sunny sky smiling 

ever Ronald Reagan's clec- 
(EEN tion concerns the Moral Ma- 
jority,"” writes Norman Podhoretz in his 
January issue of Commentary. 

“On issues like abortion and homo- 
sexuality, even many people who voted 
for Ronald Reagan, let alone those who 
did not, are genuinely worried about a 
wave of bigotry and repression; it is, in- 
deed, in discussion of these matters that 
the word fascism has mainly come up,” 
Podhoretz reports. “On these issues, 
Moreover, many liberals scem to have 
been energized rather than demoralized, 
as witness the rash of post-election pub- 
lic statemtns by such groups as the 
American Civil Liberties Union who see 
in the Moral Majority a threat ‘to every 
principle of liberty that underlies the 
American system of government.’ "’ 

“Nevertheless,” Podhoretz suggests, 
“even here, and often among the very 
same people, one senses the presence of 
an opposing current—a feeling, almost, 
of relief at the thought that now at least 
a line will be drawn to keep things from 
going even further than they already 
have gone. The liberal culture of recent 
years has been unable to draw any such 
line, even when in its heart of hearts it 
may have wanted to do so... . Abso- 
lutist only in its moral relativism, how 
could it stand against the encourage- 
ment (as opposed to the toleration) of 
homosexuality, or object when the 
number of abortions began to exceed 
the number of live births? Unable to do 
these things for itself, th~ liberal culture 
may not be altogether averse to having 
the dirty work done by others, while of 
course deploring and disclaiming any re- 
sponsibility.” 

When Podhoretz gives us statements 
such as these, notes of caution must be 
inserted. He is, of course, one of the 
leading figures in the neo-conservative 
movement; in fact, his defection from 
liberal ranks gave a cachet and legitima- 
cy to conservatives that tickled the hell 
out of them. Moreover, Podhoretz has 
used his magazine in the past to advo- 
cate the forced mass returm of gays to 
the closet. 

With that said, it is still ill-advised to 
dismiss Norman Podhoretz. He is a fa- 
cile interpreter of conservative doctrine, 
and his past experience tells him where 
the liberals’ skeletons are closeted. In 
this case, one suspects that he is on 
target. 

How far the Moral Majority and their 
friends will go in raising the issue of ho- 
mosexuality remains clouded. During 
the campaign, Christian Voice, a reli- 
gious lobby that dreams big, saved the 


- « T he one truly dark cloud in the 


12 gay rights issue until the last inning. 


That was, said their lobbyist Gary Ger- 
man, because it was the issue that packed 
the biggest. punch for them. 

“That was when we would get the 
ooohs and aaahs during our speeches," 
German said after election day. In ef- 
fect, gay rights is the doomsday weapon 
in the arsenal of the New Christian 
Right—no one wants to push the button 
on it because it is a no-win proposition, 
and its very mention causes most poli- 
ticians to hike up their trousers and 
head for the hills. 

What will biftg it to the forefront, 
according to New Christian Right lead- 
ers, is gays continuing to push for public 
accep*ance. So far, that push is still on, 
at least in rhetoric, even if one is wor- 
ried about the capacity to mount an 
offense. 

So two weeks ago, as Ronald Reagan 
was being inaugurated, the battle began 
Jerry Falwell, Moral Majority’s founder 
and exemplar, took the stand in front of 
the U.S. Capitol to forge a coalition to 
pass and anti-abortion amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution. He was joined by 
such great Americans as Sen. Jesse 
Helms (R-NC), and Rep. Robert Dornan 
(R-Calif), who recently implied that his 
last opponent revealed homosexual ten- 
dencies because he did not wear socks 
in his shoes. 

Shortly after this New Christian 
Right bodybuilding contest, Falwell 
found himself under attack by Jimmy 
Breslin for an alleged bill that would 
ban unmarried couples, particularly ho- 
mosexuals, from Interstate motels and 
hotels. 

“I ahink he had a vision in the night,”” 
Falwell told me of Breslin the follow- 
ing day. ‘He considers it revelation. The 
whole story, of course, is absurd. I think 
this is his kind of journalism, unaffected 


by the facts. 1 don’t think anybody pays 
any attention to Jimmy Breslin,” said 
Falwell as he gave me his home address 
so I could send him a copy of the Bres- 


lin article. . 

But Falwell is clearly having his own 
visions. The first is passage of the_anti- 
abortion measure; the second is the 
anti-gay Family Protection Act. 

“My feeling is that we need some 
rather extreme legislation in some areas 
to hopefully rebuild the emphasis and 
credentials of the traditional family," 
Falwell said. ‘'l think this omnibus bill 
would certainly do it. We certainly do 
not want to limit the civil rights of any 
group. But as I see it, the. traditional 
family has been seriously compromised 
legislatively in the past twenty years. 

“We do not want people to promote 
homosexuality as an alterante or accept- 
able life style,” Falwell says. His bill | 
takes care of the problem by ending fed- 
eral funding for any gay support organi- 
zations such as community centers or 
VD tlinics, and by putting Congress on 
record that employers and others may | 
discriminate against homosexuals. | 

Falwell also, not surprisingly, will 
work against changes in the immigration 
law which currendy label homosexuals 
unfit to enter the country, terming 
them ‘‘psychopathic personalities." 

“It is an unenforceable law,"* Falwell 
admits. “But it still needs to be on the 
books. It [homosexuality] needs to be} 
looked on as immoral and not accept- 
able in this country."’ These days Fal- 
well has learned that unvarnished preju- 
dice against homosexuals does not play 
as well everywhere as it does in his 
hometown of Lynchburg, Virginia, and 
so he adds his new caveat. 

“However,” Falwell notes, the smile 
barely visible, “we don’t want to end 
civil rights for men who run around 
without their wives or homosexuals who 
practice their perverted life styles, but 
we don’t want to promote them.” 

To get another view on this, I talked 
with Jimmy Carter's liaison for religious 


groups. He was packing up, it being the 
last day in the White House and all, but 
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not returning to his job as a Southern 
Baptist minister in north Georgia 
Among other things, his willingness to 
publicly support civil rights for gays had 
not made him popular back home. 

When it came to Jerry ‘Falwell and 
the New Christian Right, the Rev. Bob 
Maddox displays a marked streak of bit- 
terness. 

Falwell's pitches, Maddox says, “are 
a terribly unethical way to try to raise 
money, using fear and inflaming people 
I've got a couple of boxes of some of 
the most hideous campaign material you 
can imagine put out by these groups 
against Jimmy Carter. 

“) think they're unscrupulous, J 
think they are out for raw.power, they 
are really not concerned about the 
country and morality but about their 
own political base. They ve got a power 
ful and bright future," says Maddox. 

But, for all that, Maddox nicely illus: 
trates the dilemma Podhoretz describes. 

“I find myself in the process of say 
ing gays are entitled to civil rights,”’ said 
Maddox, “but sounding like I encourage 
their life style—which 1 do not—so it's 
hard to argue without being put in their 
camp. 

“It's confusing, and it puts me where 
1 do not want to be,” reflected Maddox 
“If you say to Falwell, ‘What you're do- 
ing is wrong,’ they say immediately, ‘the 
flip side of that idea is that you're sup- 
porting the gay life style.’ 

Maddox found some comfort from 
gay religious leaders he met with at the 
White House, who told him they also 
deplored the gay life style. 

“That was a real eye-opening experi- 
ence for me,” Maddox said. “The peo- 
ple I met don’t like the bizarre, far-out 
things like the San Francisco parade and 
the gay pride kind of things. It causes 
them as much anguish as it does any of 
the rest of us in society.” 

There may be those who would es- 
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By Wallace Hamilton 


miss the Boston “Sex Ring” 

brouhaha of 1977 as just 
QB another of those wild-eyed 
melees of politicians, prosecutors, and 
newspersons in which no one gets hurt 
except gay people. It all happened be- 
fore in Boise, Idaho, in 1955, so master- 
fully chronicled by John Gerassi in his 
book, The Boys of Boise. Then it hap- 
pened in Boston with Mitzel as the 
chronicler. 

We can shrug both incidents off with 
the resigned conclusion that every twen- 
ty years or so some community goes 
crazy and wonder what metropolis is go- 
ing to have a nervous breakdown in the 
1990's. But I think we'd be kidding our- 
selves. Legions of archangels, swathed in 
polyester, are trumpeting the Age of 
Farewell. The tube brings us the graven 
truth that we are among the damned. 

And every police chief and hungry 
district attorney is listening. Gay rights? 
You gotta be kidding! The question is 
whether gays should even be allowed 
loose on the streets, lest “innocent chil- 
dren” be molested. 

We look to the law, but Mitzel tells 
us in chilling detail just how the law can 
be corrupted. We look to the Constitu- 
tion, but we also remember that the Su- 
preme Court hasnever ruled on the con- 
stitutionality of the Japanese “reloca- 
tion” during World War II. For lack of 
“any~ such ruling, it is precedented and 
legal for the President of the U.S. to 
uproot a segment of the American pop- 
ulation by nothing more than an execu- 
tive order. 

Mitzel gives us a brief, pungent, par- 
tisan account of a local event. We are 
left to wonder whether this is merely 
history, or prologue to the age of the 
Moral Majority . 

The facts are stark. In the mid-70s 
one Richard Peluso was running a casual 
gay version of a whorehouse in the Bos- 


|: is temptingly easy to ‘dis- 
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ton suburb of Revere. ($10 for fellatio, 
$20 for sodomy. And leave the money 
in the bureau when you go.) The hust- 
lers were willing, even enthusiastic teen- 
agers. The johns came from as far away 
as New York City to savor the delights 
of the best little whorehouse in Massa- 


chusetts. The whole operation must 
have been kind of silly, and kind of 
pathetic. A meeting place of lonely mid- 
die-aged men and ego-starved kids with 
no more than a wisp of contact, and 
without even the panache of that mix- 
ture of telegraph boys and British roy- 
alty that tittilated late-Victorian England 
in The Cleveland Street Affair. Every- 
one involved in the Revere brothel op- 
eration seems to have, been prosaically 
middle-class 

But into this bourgeoisie brew intrud- 
ed one Garrett Byrne, an cighty-year 
old District Attorney of Suffolk County 
running for reelection. As a wheelhorse 
of the corrupt but decaying Irish Catho- 
lic machine that had run Boston politics 
for nearly a century with the discreet 
cooperation of the Boston Brahmins, it 
was Byrne's responsibility to provide 
the public with bread and circuses to 
keep everyone distracted from the sul: 
duggery of political officialdom 
was, of course, as innocent as the driven 
slush . 


Byrne's specialty was “rings” .. . drug 
rings, gambling rings, prostitution rings, 
Mafia rings. So inevitably, Peluso’s lit- 
tle operation became “The Revere Sex 
Ring.’*As Mitzel wryly notes, “This had 
all the ingredients of a sure-fire zinger— 
homosexuals, children, bus-drivers, Rev- 
ere, Polaroids, pot, you name it.”’ 

In Recember, 1977, twenty-four 
johns were rounded up and indicted on 
over 100 felony counts. The newspapers 
had a field day. The Hearst Herald Am- 
erican ran a chilling picture of six johns 
handcuffed together, their faces hidden, 
like shades entering limbo. Beneath the 
Picture were names, addresses, and oc- 
cupations of those indicted, among 
them a psychologist, a psychiatrist, two 
faculty members of the Fessenden 
School, and the president of an invest- 
ment firm. 

D.A. Byrne, feeling his oats, felt that 


one sure-fire zinger deserved another 
that could really stir things up. He an- 
nounced a special ‘‘hotine’’ phone 
which “ourraged citizens"’ could use to 
give anonymous tps to the D.A.'s of- 
fice about homosexuals they suspected 
of having contact with anyone under 
sixteen. “He promised,’’ Mitzel reported, 
“that each and every tip would be pur- 
sued vigorously.’’ Well... er... with 
the possible exception of tips on the 
Catholic clergy. After all, witchhunts 
have to stop somewhere! And those aco- 
lytes are such fine, young boys . 


What happened must have startled 
D.A. Byrne as thoroughly as Police In- 
spector Pine was startled when he mar 
shalled his troops to raid that sleazy 
Stonewall bar in June, 1969. Those 
crazy homos fought back! While the 
Stonewall queens threw bricks, the Bos- 
ton gay community organized with a 
vengence. The instrument was the Bos- 
ton/Boise Committee under the leader 
ship of Tom Reeves which eventually 
became the permanent—and national— 
NAMBLA (North American Man/Boy 
Love Association). 


The good guys eventually won. Only | 


Peluso spent any time in prison. thus 
Mitzel’s account is encouraging reading, 


‘and though it does not have the cool- 


ness and depth of Gerassi’s story of the 
Boise fracas, it has the fire of good 
pamphleteering. 

But the story is not over. According 
to the latest issue of NAMBLA News, 
Richard Peluso and 124 other gay men 
are still imprisoned in Massachusetts un- 
der day-to-life sentences as ‘‘sexually 
dangerous persons’ simply for having 
consensual, non-coercive sex with min- 

rs. Which means that nationally the 
number of gay men so imprisoned runs 
into the thousands. And, in Massachus- 
etts, at least, the number over the past 
twenty years has steadily increased un- 
der laws that are still on the books. 

Given these considerations, the ‘“Bos- 
ton Sex Scandal” was not somuch a gay 
victory as an anomaly. Byme’s haul of 
alleged felons was large and highly pub- 
licized in a city known for its crusaders 
since the Abolitionists; indeed, since the 
Boston Tea Party. Bostonians know 
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how to organize when they set their 
mind to it, Fortunately, 
organization became permanent 

But despite NAMBLA's protestations, 
those 125 sull remain in prison, cach 
from solitary iSolated incidents, none 
except Peluso With any “Boston/Boist 
Committee supporting them, And that's 
just parteof the story. Someone has yet 
to tell what happens to the teen-agers 
who are caught up in such a legal im- 
broglio. Even though their names are 
protected by their being under age, they 
are not-protected from hours of police 


in this case, the 


grilling, parental rage and disgust, the 
festering of their own alleged guilts, and 
in some incidents, merciless cross-ques- 
tioning by a defense attorney. Young 
People can carry memories like that to 
their death-bed. A casual blow-job be- 
comes the mark of Cain. That is child 
abuse! 

But perhaps the place where we can 
see in the Boston incident the past as 
the key to a possible demonic andgKal- 
wellian future is in D.A. Byme's “hot- 
” that instrument of anonymous ac- 
cusation of anyone, anywhere in Byrne's 
juristiction. All very well and good to 
call up the D.A. and say that your 
next door neighbor is spending an awtui 
lot of money these days and you sus- 
pect him of being a bank robber. But 
what if you call up some Savonarola like 
Byrne and say that you saw your next 
door neighbor walk down the street 
with his arm around an eleven-year-old 
boy and you suspect he's jerking the kid 
off in the back alley? And then you 
hang up, as anonymous as ever. With a 
flock of the D.A.’s investigators de- 
seending on the poor hap- 
pens to his marriage, his job, his friends, 
his future? No one needs to even try to 
prove him guilty. The investigation is 
quite enough vengence for you to take 
to repay him for his dog barking in the 
middle of the night. 

Of such stuff are totalitarian theo- 
cracies made. And one seems to be 
struggling to be born in our “land of the 
free.” It may well be that we will have 
a special responsibility in the “home of 
the brave,” and Mitzel’s book shows us 
at least one of the ways to take that re- 
sponsibility . 
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Vito Russo and Artbur Bell talk on 
the phone practically every day. They 
bave been duing it for ten years, This is 
their conversation of January 7. Un- 
expurgated. 


Arthur: I was in the middle of clean- 
ing my stove before when you called. 
I'm going through this purge period. 

Vito: That's what | like about you. 
You behave like a regular person. Like 
Bette Davis said, ‘You're not like a star 
in the home.” 

Arthur: Actually, I did have several 
photographers here taking pictures of 
me cleaning the stove. What was the 
weekend like? Wasn't it insane on Satur- 
day? 

Vito: It certainly was. Stuart Byron 
stayed through the Pasolini. He was 
sitting next to us. | tumed around 
‘to him at one point and said, “Hi, 
Stuart.” And do you know what he 
said? 

Arthur: What? 

Vito: He said, “Don't talk to me. I'm 
in a very bad mood today.” He can be 
the worst. “What's the matter?” I 


whispered. “Nothing,” he said. “I had', 
a trick last night and he didn’t want to # 


spend the day with me.” 
Arthur: That's your fault? 


Vito: And I said, ‘Stuart, think of! 


it this way. You could have gone home 
alone last night.” He said, “Don't talk 
to me.” Sometimes he’s just impossible. 

Arthur: | think it has to do with his 
diet. We love him in-our own special 
way. I try to stay aWay from him. 

Vito: Did you see Henry Post’s story 
in New Vork? 

Arthur: | glimpsed at it, but { didn’t 
read it. [ 3aid to myself, if somebody 
asked me who did a. story on social 
climbing for New York Magazine— 
without looking at: the byline, I'd say 
Henry Post. Automatically. Speaking of 
which, | saw Frankenstein last night. 

Vito: I saw it last week. It’s a dread- 
ful play, but | was not bored for one 
minute. 

Arthur: I had a good time, too. But 
I was bored for a minute. 

Vito: I thought the monster was 
wonderful. 

Arthur: Marvelous. And he came to 
the Opening night party wearing his 
Frankenstein face. | loved the dog, too. 

Vito: That’s the best performance by 
an animal this year. Did'you notice how 
when he cane our dead he didn’t move 
or breath? 

Arthur: That wasn’t the same dog. I 
spent the entire evening asking the cast 
and technicians if that was the same 
dog. Well, it was a dummy dog. 

Vito: Frankenstein was a good idea. 


It’s just that the script is so bad. When I 
see a script like that, I think to myself, 
“t really should be a playwright.” If 
scripts like that can get produced on 
Broadway . . . 

Arthur: The reviews lambasted the 
show. Do you know how they made 
David Duke's bones crack in two? 
Walnuts. 

Vito: You're kidding? 

Arthur: Yeah. They cracked walnuts 


behind him. Who were all those people 1 


in the van on Saturday? There was one 
with a moustache. 


Vito: Joseph Bednarz. He was com- 
ing home with me to give me a haircut. 
Bill, who’s Marty Robinson's lover. Arnie 


Kantrowitz, you know. Somebody 
named Everett who's a friend of Marty’s 
and Bill's from Brooklyn. A nice person. 

Arthur: 1 had my heart in my mouth 
for all of you. 1 didn’t think you'd ever 
get home alive. But that movie. What's 
it called? We Who Are Nat Alone? 

Vito: You Are Not Alone. You didn't 
like it. Nobody liked it but me. I was 
the only one. 

Arthur: George Delmerico liked it. 


The RUSSO/BELL Connection 


Brandon Judell suggested I see ithe liked 
it so much. 

Vitg: I had seenit in Amsterdam and 
I thought it was charming. 

Arthur: I have a problem with eleven- 
year-olds who-wear their hair like Far 
rah Fawcett. Oh. God, have you ever 
seen such bizarre hairdos? It's as though 
they allowed Mr. Kenneth loose on the 
set in Denmark, Insane. I've just kind of 
been in. On Saturday, later, | saw 
Sullivan's Travels on TV. - 

Vito: Isn’s it incredible? Isn't Veron- 
ica Lake the most exquisite? 


Arthur: And that Script! 

Vito: The script is the best I've ever 
seen. Remember when they were in the 
diner? ‘She bought him breakfast? It’s 
on again Tuesday and I'm definitely go- 
ing to see it again. 

Arthur: Did you do anything with 
‘what was left of the weekend? 

Vito: Last night I went to dinner 
with some friends of my European 
friends and I went to the Mine Shaft 
till 3 o'clock this morning. I hadn't 
been at the Mine Shaft for nearly two 
years. 


Arthur: Psychological research? 

Vito: Doing a term paper. It was bor- 
ing. 
Arthur: The Mine Shaft was boring? 
How ¢hock-full-of-ennui can we get? 
What wasn’t happening? ‘ 

Vito: That was the point. Nothing. 
1 didn’t see anybody famous, which was 
devastating. 

Arthur: Have they made the Shaft 
into the New York Public Library? 

Vito: It’s on its way. 

Arthur: Nobody hanging from the 
rafters? 
~ Vito: No. That's what was so strange. 
Clovis Ruffin left on the QE. Il for 
Caracas yesterday, and obviously | 
didn’t go. We had this talk before 
he Ieft. He's trying to get me to do 
something with my life. 

Arthur: I think you're doing some- 
thing. You've got a book coming out. 

Vito: Clovis is pointing out to me 
that I'm 34 and I've got a book coming 
out. 

Arthur: For Christ's sake. Didn't 
Genet have his first book out at 93? 

Vito: I tell him something like that 
and he says “Don’t hand me that bull- 
shit. | don't want to hear anything 
about great people who get famous af- 
ter they're dead.” He says, “‘It's better 
for you to have a column like Liz Smith 
for ten years then to be famous twenty 
years after you're dead.” F 

Arthur: Vito, you're not near death. 
You're 34. People don’t die nowadays 
until they're in their 70s. Or their 80s, 
some of them. 

Vito: | think I'm going to drop Liz 
Smith a note and ask her to lunch, 

Arthur: About taking over her col- 
umn? Or about your book? 

Vitor 1 don't feel like buttering some- 
body up. It's so blatant, so obvious. But 
she sent me that note and I reread it. 
It's really very sweet. At the bottom of 
the letter she wrote, ‘‘Vito, you made 
some very good and strong points and- 
1 do agree with you on the bottom line 
and I hope you're no longer so angry 
because anger is the thing that kills us 

Love, Liz.” I thought that was a 
very sweet thing for her to say. 

Arthur: She’s the loveliest person. 

Vito: | know.she’s busy and all, but 
I'd- love to take her for a drink at the 
Russian Tearoom. 

Arthur: The thing about busy--peo- 
ple is that they're always alone because 
people think they're too busy and don’t 
call them. Oh, God, it’s so'awful being 
stuck here in the middle. 

Vito: You clawed your way to the 
middle, Arthur. 
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et’s be. honest. I may have 

L persuaded you that sex stereo- 

types are bad, role-free family 

lm life is good, and nonsexist 

sexuality makes sense. But for many 

parents, apprehension about nonsexist 

childrearing boils down to one question: 
Will it make my child a homosexual? 

In the words of Dr. Robert Gould, 
director of adolescent psychiatry at 
New York's Bellevue Medical Center, 
“Allowing boys to do so-called feminine 
things, or girls to be what is considered 
masculine, has absolutely nothing to 
do with homosexual developement.” 
So, tht answer is emphatically 70, but it 
is within the question that we find three 
of the most erroneous assumptions of 
our culture, assumptions that can poison 
every parent-child relationship: 

1. that sex roles determine sexuality ; 

2. that specific ingredients make a 
child homosexual; and ‘ 

3. that homosexuality is one of the 
worst things that can happen to anyone. 

After dispensing with these assump- 
tions | will give you ten guidelines to 
eliminate such worries altogether. 


(_-. ASSUMPTION 1: 
SEX ROLES DETERMINE 
SEXUALITY 


It was inevitable that the cult of sex 
differences wouid iead us to the fam- 
iliar rornantic bromide—opposites at- 
tract. Most people truly believe that the 
mote “masculine” you are, the more 
you'll love and be loved by females, and 
the more “feminine” you are, the more 
you'll love and be loved by males. 

If you believe this quid pro quo, you 
will systematically raise your daughters 
and-sons differently so-that they be- 
come: magnets for their “opposites,” 
and you will fear that your child’s 
resistance to stereotyped sex roles might 
distort their beiavior in bed as adults. 

Clever, this patriarchy. In return for 


sex life for our children. But it can’t 


looks have been highly promoted. 
And yet, great beauties, “‘feminine- 


> 
conformity, it promises a circ | baby,.and Laura, Beugh’s.good 


deliver on that promise, because all 
available evidence proves that sex role 
does not determine sexual orientation. 

During the last decade thousands of 
horfiosexual men and~ women have 
“come out" from behind their “‘straight”” 
disguises, and we discovered that except 
for choice of sex partner, they look and 
act so much the same as everyone else 
that they may not be identified as homo- 
sexuals even by experts. Most female and 
male homosexuals have tried heterosex- 
ual intercourse; many have been married 
and have children; and sometimes they 
are remarkable only for being so unlike 
the “gay”’ stereotype. 

Take a quintessential “man’s man,” 
David Kopay—six-foot-one, 205 pounds, 
ten-year veteran of pro football. “I-was 
the typical jock,” writes Kopay in his 
“coming out" autobiography. “I was 
tough. I was successful. And all the time 
1 knew I preferred sex with men.” 

Interviews with more than sixty 
players, coaches, sports officials, and 
psychologists convinced a Washington 
Star reporter that Kopay is far from 
unique: “The percentage of male 
homosexuals in sports is probably close 
to the same . . . as in society at large. 
Only -about 10 percent of the entire 
male -homosexual population fits the 
stereotype of limp-wristed, effeminate 
‘queefis.’"  - J 

_. Just-as the male athlete is assumed 
heterosexual because his looks and 
interests conform to stereotype, the 
female athlete is often thought to be a 
lesbian because she does not conform: 
She doesn’t cheer on the boys, she’s in 
the action herself. The Washington Star 
found, “Almost every female sports 
star in U.S. history, with the exception 
of the occasional outstanding beauty, 
has been rumored to be homosexual in 
some point of her career.’’ To neutralize 
their perceived loss of “femininity,” 
Chris Evert's remances, Evonne Goola- 


looking” women, married women, and 
mothers of many children have, for cen- 
turies, had lesbian love affairs with one 
another, disproving the opposites-attract 
theory with a vengeance. ‘“‘The prepon- 
derance of homosexual females are not 
‘bulldykes,’ " says Dr. Alan Bell of the 
Kinsey Institute for Sex Research. “‘They 
are passive and traditional females.”’ 

. What does this add up to for parents? 
<A deduction that begins with the 
proof and works backwards: If adult 
sexual orientation is unrelated to sereo- 
typed sex role behavior, then stereo- 
typed sex roles cannot guarentee your 
child will become a heterosexual adult. 


ASSUMPTION 2: 
SPECIFIC INGREDIENTS MAKE 
A CHILD A HOMOSEXUAL 


Although no one knows what causes 
homosexuality, there is no shortage of 
theories or the subject: 


Genetic Theory 

E.O. Wilson, the sociobiology guru, 
breathed new life into this moribound 
area when he “invented” a breed of 
homosexual ancestors who bore no 
children but functioned’ as hunting or 
child care helpers. Wilson's thesis has 
been nicely squeiched by Harvard bio- 
ligist Stephan Jay Gould: “Since exclu- 
sive homosexuals do not bear children,” 
Gould Asks, “how could a homosexual 
gene ever be selected in a Darwinian 
world?” 

Meanwhile, other behavioral scientists 
pursue the idea that “genetic loading” 
can create a predisposition toward ho- 
mosexuality, a theory that will remain 
far-fetched until researchers can find 
many sets of identical twins both mem- 
bers of which became homosexual al- 
though reared sperately. 


Hormone Theory 

No definitive connection between 
testosterone level and liomosexual orien- 
tation has been established because bio- 
chemical studies of the last decade di- 
recdy contradicted one another's results. 
Everi when hormonale differences are 
found, no one_ knows whether the hor- 
mones cause the homosexuality or the 
homosexual activity causes the hormone 
production, 

The: biochemical ‘‘explorers,’’ like 
the geneticists, perpetuate the idea that 
homosexuals are a different species with 
a hormonal disturbance that chemistry 
might “‘cure.’” So far, attempts to alter 
sexual orientation with doses of hor 
mones have only succeeded in increasing 


the amount of sex drive, not changing” 


its direction. 


Conditioned Response Theory 

This theory holds that sexual orienta- 
tion depends not on biology or “in- 
stincts” but on learning “in the context 
of one’s experience” from the same re- 
ward and punishment process as any 
other acquired behavior, learning from 
trigger mechanisms, such as pictures, 
music, or certain memories that set off 
homosexual or heterosexual responses 
the way the bell set Pavlov’s dog sali- 
vating. 

If playing doctor in a girl-boy situa- 
tion is your daughter's first pleasurable 
sexual experience, it may chalk up a 
point for heterosexuality. Two girl- 
friends playing “you tickle. me, I 
tickle you”’ may outrank playing doctor 
in intensity, leaning the girl toward 
homosexuality. But then, frequent and 
pleasurable girl-boy kissing and. petting 
may outshine everything that happened 
before, adding up to learned hetero- 
sexuality. By adolescence, “most sexual 
preferences, whatever their nature, tend 
to be fairly stable.” 

The conditioning theory, logical as 
far as it goes, leads us down several blind 
alleys. Why might one child experience 
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a certain kind of stroking av pleasurable 
when a “same-sex friend does it but 
miore pleasurable when a friend of the 
other sex does it, while another child 
feels the reverse? Why do some children 
“learn” to overcome the effects of a 
“frightening early sexual experience, while 
others may be hurt by it forever, and 
still others. ‘Jearn” to merge pain with 
pleasure? 

Doesn't culture pressure itself teach 
children to avoid a particular sexual 
Tesponse, no matter what the body has 
learned to like? Otherwise, how do mil- 
lions of adolescents move from mastur- 
bation to homosexual experimentation 
—often the only interpersonal sexual 
pleasure they have known-to hetero- 
sexuality, which is unknown to them 
outside of fantasy and books? 

Perhaps the conditioned response 
theory can explain the man who has 
felt homosexual since childhood, but 
how does it account for the woman who, 
after twenty years as an orgasmic, ¢x- 
clusive heterosexual, had a lesbian en- 
counter and found she didn’t have to 
“Jean” to like it? 

One research psychiatrist reminds us 
that we don't yet understand the basic 
mechanism of sexual arousal in the 
human central nervous system, and un- 
til we do, questions about homosexual 
or heterosexual arousal are entirely 
premature. 


Psychoanalytic Theory 

This is the most steadfast and intim- 
idating of all the causation theories, the 
|; one that “‘blam&s” homosexuality on 
the family. To challenge it, we must be- 
gin at the beginning. 

In 1905, Sigmund Freud declared 


at birth and their early psychosexual 
experiences tip the scales one way or 
another. 

In 1978, at a two-day conference 
on homosexuality sponsored by the 
University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Paul 

‘Fink, a psychiatrist and sexuality ex- 
| pert, launchéd the discussion by an- 
nouncing: “Each of. us has had one in- 
tense homosexual love affair (with the 
same-sex parent) and one intense het- 
erosexual love affair (with the parent of 
the other sex). When we unlearn our 
erotic feelings for one of our two par 
ents, we determine our sexual object 
choice—the kind of person who turns 
us on.” 

To insure a heterosexual outcome, 
the child is supposed to identify with 
the same-sex parent, to “kill them off” 
$0 to speak, as an object of sexual in- 
terest. For example, a girl’s psychody- 
namic is-“I become like Mother there- 
fore 1 no longer desire Mother; I desire 
Father, but 1 can’t have him so I desire 
those who are like him.” 

If instead the girl identifies with the 
other-sex parent (“I becomelike father"), 
he is killed off as object choice (“there- 
fore I do not desire Father”), and the 
girl will-be a lesbian (“I desire Mother or 
those who are like her"). For the boy, 
* obviously, the™same psychodynamic is 


true ih reverse. 

Freudians say this homosexual re- 
fraction happens because of an “arrest"’ 
in the following schedule of sexual de- 
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velopment: 
16 * Oral Stage (birth to about 18 months). 


that human beings are innately bisexual |- 


. 


j A baby starts with no distinction be; tc heterosexuality when she transfers 


tween its mother and itself. Because she 
relieves its hunger and discomfort and 
gives it pleasure, the mother becomes 
“the first and strongest love-cbject and 
the prototype of all later love relation- 
ships for both sexes."” 

Anal stage (1% to 3 years old). 
Chijdren find satisfaction in urination 
and defecation, learn to control elimina 
tion by toilet training, exhibit stubborn- 
ness and negativism—all signs of devel- 
oping autonomy and separation from 
the symbiotic mother. 

Phallic phase (3% to 5). The pleasure 
zones Move from the oral and anal areas 
to the genitals where the child’s explora- 
tion of the penis and clitods begins sex- 
ual picasure. This arouses sexual curiosity 
and leads to the discovery of male and 
female genital differences. A boy com- 
pares his proud organ to the bereft fe 
male apparatus, and fearfully concludes 


— 


her erotic interests to Father and even- 
tually to those like him, who possess 
the envied penis. 

But two more giant steps are neces- 
sary within the Freudian master plan be- 
fore the girl's Oedipal (or Electra) com- 
plex is resolved, and frigidity and les- 
bianism avoided. She must move her 
pleasure zone from the “infantile” 
phallic clitoris to the “mature” receptor 
vagina; and she must replace the wish 
for a penis with the wish for a child— 
ideally ‘“‘a little boy who brings the 
longed-for penis with him. 

Freud is sanguine about the totally 


unequal demands he has posited. for 
each sex. He writes: “The girl has then, 
in the course of time, to change both 
her erotogenic zone and her love object 
while the boy keeps both of them un- 
changed.” 

According to this theory, female 
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“Morris, you can take credit for his homosexuality, 
but I've got dibs on his chutzpah.” 


that he too could lose his penis. A girl 
sees her genitalia as a non-penis and 
feels envy, not pride. For both children, 
the emotional reaction is called the 
“castration complex.” 

At this point, the theory goes, the 
child realizes the mother is a sexual en- 
tity, not just a source of power or 
gratification, and understands that she 
or he is part of a primal triangle—moth- 
er, father, self—and that the parents 
have a relationship that excludes the 
child. 

Enter the famous Oedipus complex. 
Litde boy wants to get rid of Father 
and have Mother to himself, but Father 
has the power to castrate the boy for his 
incestuous desire, i.e., make him penis- 
less like Mother. To avoid this horren- 
dous fate, the boy properly destined for 
heterosexuality will give up the mother, 
identify with the father “(rither than 
compete with him), and eventually turn 
his erotic interests toward other females. 

Litde girl blames mother for passing 
onto her this inferior penis-less condi- 
‘tion of hers, and so ceases to love 
Mother. She is supposed to be en route 


homosexuality derives mainly from too 
much hostility toward the mother for 
passing on her inferior genital equip- 
ment. The lesbian girl identifies with 
Father and compensates for her hatred 
of the inferior mother by loving women, 
while rejecting ‘femininity’ (meaning 
passivity, masochism, lifelong penis en- 
vy, and inferiority) for herself. 

Male homosexuality derives mainly 
rom too much attachment to the 
mother; i.¢., a Momma's Boy can't be 
a woman's man. 


* To get right downto cases, if chil- 
dren do not successfully shift weights 
from bisexuality to the heterosexual 
side of the. balance, psychoanalytic 
theory usually finds Mother's thumb is 
on the scales. 

Poor Mom. “Her dual crime,” writes 
Dr. Dorothy Tennov in a trenchant cri- 
tique of psychoanalysis, is “her ‘com- 
bined ‘domination’ and ‘overprotection,’ 
terms which in the psychoanalytic lex- 
icon can cover the entire range of pos- 
sible maternal behaviors.” 

There are so many ways for Mother 
to fail, but Father, according to some 


psychiatrisis, mereiy by being present 
in the household, “practically insures a 
heterosexual outcome.” 

Unless he commits one of the few 
paternal sins: is too abusive or too pas- 
sive, or overvalues “masculinity” and 
deprecates women to such an extreme 
that his daughter refuses to become, and 
his son refuses to love, a devalued Wo- 
man. 

Those are some of the family inter 
actions that psychoanalysts claim estab- 
lish sexual orientation long before chil- 
dren reach puberty, fall in love, or 
choose a sex partner, Psychoanalytic 
theory now takes us beyond the Oedipal 
period to the remaining stages of de- 
velopment: - 

Latency (roughly 5 to 9). Biological 
drive is diminished, or “‘sublimated,”’ so 
that the child’s sexual energies may be 
converted to intellectual curiosity and 
creative energies. 

Pre-adolescence (10 to 12). Children 
become preoccupied with the functions 
and intactness of the sexual organs. 
Phallic fantasies and active “‘tomboyism” 
are said to represent a last fling for girls 
before they resign themselves to “‘fein- 
ininity.” For boys, bragging, showing 
off, and antagonizing girls indicate that 
boys are battling a recurrence of castra- 
tion anxiety; they don’t want to be re- 
minded of what girls represent (the pen- 
istess mother and the Oedipal triangle). 
Supposedly , at this time same-sex friend- 
ships and father-son palships flourish 
as a hedge against castration. (“See, Dad 
I like boys and I hate girls, therefore I'm 
not in love with Mother, so don't cut 
off my penis.) 

Adolescence (the period from puberty 
until “independence and social produc- 
tivity"). At this pomt, according to psy- 
choanalytic theory, the child's object 
choice becomes evident in the cast of 
characters who play out her or his mas- 
turbation fantasies or boyfriend/girl- 
friend scenarios. 

“For those who at puberty feel 
shocked or guilty when they learn what 
turns them on and how they respond, 
it’s too late to do much about it," 
writes John Money. ‘The pubertal hor- 
mones regulate the strength of the li- 
bido but not the stimulus to which it 
Tesponds.”” 

Even if what turns them on is the 
other sex, some homosexual experimen- 
tation is common at this stage. Boys 
have “circle jerks,” girls have crushes 
on one another, and most psychiatrists 
agree these are normal developmental 
events that cannot in themselves make 
someone homoerotic. 

Psychoanalysts predict that young 
sters returning from the homosexual de- 
tour, will choose, as their first serious 
heterosexual love object, someone who 
is wildly “‘anti-Oedipal.”’ If a girl’s father 
is an introvated Caucasian plumber, her 
boyfriend might be an extroverted 
Black poet—a love object who infuriates 
the parents but allows the child to enter 
full-fledged heterosexuality cleansed of 
the taint of the Oedipal incest. (“I love 
a male, but he certainly isn’t my father."”) 
However, within ten years supposedly 
they will end up with a textbook copy 
of the Oedipal parent. That is the de- 
nouement for The Making of a Hetero- 
sexual According to Psychoanalytic 
Theory. 


The Making of the Homosexual pre- 
supposes that the child enters adoles- 
cence with an unresolved Oedipal strug- 
gle for a lovable same-sex parent. 


here you have it, the psy- 

choanalytic decoding of ho- 

mosexual causality, a drama 
GRRE as densely plotted and neatly 
solved as an ancient’ myth. Like any 
good fairy tale or legend, it makes per 
fect sense as long as you swallow the 
fantastic premise on which it is based. 
If you believe a goose can lay golden 
eggs, the rest follows plausibly. And if 
you believe in the Oedipus complex and 
penis envy, you create an “explanation” 
for every sex rebellion, a modem fairy 
tale that can advance the politics of the 
sexual status quo and provide a custom- 
made infrastructure for patriarchy’s 
agenda, F 

Boys Are Better comes off the anal- 
yst’s couch as* “everyone wants a 
penis.” Girls Were Meant to Be Motbers 
becomes a perscription for female men- 
tal health. (Pregnancy: Guarenteed to 
Cure Penis Envy in Nine Months!’’) 
Psychoanalytic. theory faithfully serves 
the values and goals of institutionalized 
law and religion. It is easier to pro 
nounce homosexuality ‘‘criminal’’ or 
“sinful” if it is also considered “‘abnor 
mal.” Orthodoxy in religion requires 
“married sex"’; law requires “‘legal sex’’; 
both recognize sex for procreation, not 
for pure pleasure. Conveniently, this 
tenet is buttressed by the mind-doctor's 
declaration that homosexual, j.e., non- 
procreative, activity is “infantile” (“It 
is babyish not to make babies’’) and 
that childbirth is woman's psychic sal- 
vation. A: 

Law, religion, and psychoanalytic 
theory haye the same rules: only their 
styles of enforcement differ. Law and 
religion say , “Obey.” Psychoanalysissays, 
“Adjust.” _ 

Although many contemporary psy- 
chologists now believe otherwise, and 
despite Freud's views’ being unsupported 
by “an iota of objective evidence,” 
it is his idea that millions of lay people 
have accepted—the view that human be- 
ings grow “healthy” by the Oedipal 
resolution: fearing and thus respecting 
ome parent (Dad) and disdaining the 
other (Mom). Since our parents stand as 
our first models of male and female, this 
primal fear and disdain tend to form a 
paradigm for lifelong. sexual enmity, 
suspition, betrayal, and rejection. 

Father is supposed to represent real- 
ity and Mother is associated with infant 
dependency. In order to gain their in- 
dependence, both girls and boys must 
form an alliance with Father against 
Mother. Politically, this translates to 
male supremacy (“‘alliance with Father”’) 
and cultural misogyny (“against Moth- 
er”). Psychologically, the message is buy 
it, or you might turn out “queer.” 

The threat of homosexuality is the 
fire hose forcing us into sex roles, and 
psychoanalysts are the riot cops holding 
the nozzle. (See my phallic symbols?) 

The hitch is, as indicated earlier, sex 
role and sexual orientation have been 
shown to be totally unrelated—and 
responsible psychiatrists know it. (Var- 
ious kinds of aversion therapy and be- 
havior modification have reoriented no 
more than one-third of those treated, 


and most have revertec to homosexuality 
in time.) Modern practitioners may dis- 
avow Freud but since they have not pub- 
licly revised theories on homosexuality, 
they are in effect supporting the old lies, 
allowing the threat of homosexuality to 
continue to underwrite sex stereotypes. 

What's more, their silence leaves un- 
challenged those fatal contradictions 
within the theory itself: 

—A human instinct should be the 
same for everyone, everywhere; yet in 
societies where sex stereotypes do not 
exist, the supposedly instinctual Oedipal 
psychodrama doesn't exist either. 

—If the castration complex, the fear 
of losing the penis, is the founding cle- 
ment of “masculinity,” how is it that 
boys who were born without penises 
believed themselves boys anyway? 

~—How do we account for millions 
of children who become heterosexual 
though raised by their mothers? Without 
a father around, how do these mothers 


“Why can’t we write in a gay character?” 


arouse fear and respect in the boy and 
the requisite penis envy in the girl? 
—Why do batteries of psychological 


tests fail to show any significant differ- 


ence between lesbians and heterosexuals 
on the psychological criteria that are 
supposed to ‘“‘cause"' female homo- 
sexuality? 

—How can one say male homosexuals 
identify with Mother and take on ‘‘fem- 
inine"’ ways, when mothers of homosex- 
uals are supposedly “masculine,” dom- 
inant, and aggressive? 

—If a woman’s compensation for her 
missing penis is a baby boy, then of 
course she'll overprotect her son as a 
hedge against a second castragion—losing 
him. It’s a cruel tautology to posit 
motherhood in these terms and, at the 
same time, to hold mother responsible 
for overprotection of the one treasure 
she’s supposedly spent her life seeking. 

—Could it be that girls and women 
envy the privileges that accrue to peo- 
ple whose distinguishing feature happens 
to be the penis, without-envying the 
Penis? 

—Freud declared the “vaginal orgasm” 
the diploma of heterosexual maturity, 
yet William Masters and Virginia Johnson 
have proved the clitoris to be the phys- 


j ioiogicai source of ali female ozgasms. 


Why require a girl to unlearn clitoral 
pleasure when in every other instance 
Freud believed that “urges dissipate 
when they become satisfied"? Is it be- 
cause the clitoral orgasm is active, not 
receptive: because it doesn’t require a 
penis and it doesn’t result in procreation? 
Was the promotion of the ‘vaginal or 
gasm"’ patriarchy’s way of keeping fe- 
mgles passive, male-connected, and fre- 
quendy pregnant? 


We could devote pages and pages to 
poking holes in psychoanalytic theory, 
but these final points should do the 
trick: studies show that the classic 
“homosexual-inducing” family produces 
plenty of “straight” children; other 
kinds of families raise both heterosexual 
and homosexual siblings under the same 
roof; and totally “straight” traditional 
family constellations rear homosexual 
offspring. 


Bate 

“What are we to make of this para- 
dox,”’ .asks Robert Gould, “if not a 
skeptical view of all the explanations?” 

And so, all speculations—genetic, 
hormonal, psycholoanalytic, and condi- 
tioned reflex—have been found wanting, 
and we are left with a final indisputable 
fact: no one knows what causes bomo- 
sexuality. But 1_warit you to have no 
doubts about another crucial point: Of 
all the possible influences on the devel- 
opment of a child’s sexual orientation, 
nonsexist childrearing is not one of 
them. Therefore, if you allow fear of 
homosexuality to impede your efforts 
to raise fully actualized children, you've 
been duped. 2 


We began this article with the three 
assumptions underlying the question 
“Will nonsexist childrearing make my 
child a homosexual?” We know now 
that sex roles do not determine sexual- 
ity, and that no specific formula deter 
mines a child's sexual preference. Both 
of these points lead directly to the 
third assumption, the one that most 
damages parent-child relations. 


ASSUMPTION 3: 
HOMOSEXUALITY IS ONE OF 
THE WORST THINGS THAT 
CAN HAPPEN TO ANYONE 


Because penis and vagina fit, and the 
combination reproduces the species, 
homosexuality must be wrong and un- 
natural, as well as queer, perverted, 
sick, and bad for us. This sort of bio- 
logical determinism -explains why 62 
Percent of the American public wants 
homosexuality “cured,” nearly half feel 
“homosexuality is a social corruption 
which can cause the downfall of a civil- 
ization,” as noted by Doctors Levitt 
and Klassen, and most parents believe 
homosexuality is one of the worst things 
that can happen to anyone. Yet, the 
facts—when this volatile subject can be 
viewed ‘factually—prove that homosex- 
uality is neither uncommon, abnormal, 


nor. harmful to its practitioners. or any- - 


one else: 

When the “naturalness” of hetero- 
sexuality is claimed via examples in 
the animal kingdom, one can point to 
recorded observations of homosexuality 
among seagulls, cows, mares, sows, 
primates, and “most if not all mammals.” 
But more important, among humans, 
“there js probably no culture from which 
homosextialit} has not been reported,” 
and no matter what moral or legal pro- 
hibitions have been devised through the 
ages, none have ever eliminated homo- 
sexuality. In fact, homosexuality is a 
greater problem in countries that forbid 
it than in those that don't. With all the 
fluctuations ef public morality, about 
10 percent of the entire population con- 
sider themselves exclusively homosexual 
sider themselves exclusively homosexual 
at any given time and place. 

Physically, almost all homosexuals 
have normal chromosomes, sex hor 
mones, genitals, and secondary sex 
characteristics, bodily proportions, and 
age of puberty. Psychologically, they 
are quite unremarkable too. 

Even Sigmung Freud (who wasn't 
always wrongheaded) wrote in a 1935 
letter to the mother of a homosexual, 
“Homosexuality is assuredly no advan- 
tage but it is nothing to be ashamed of, 
no vice, no. degradation, it cannot be 
claSsified as an illness.” 

Nearly forty years later, the Ameri- 
can Psychiatric Association caught up 
with Freud and declared that homosex- 
uality “by itself does not necessarily 
constitute a psychiatric disorder.” 

Aside from chgosing to love mem-, 
bers of their own sex, lesbians and 
homosexual males are, on the average, 
no different from heterosexuals in gen- 
der identity or self-esteem, in “drinking, 
drug use, thoughts of or attempts at 
suicide, number and sex of . friends, 
relationships with parents, satisfaction 
with world and many lifestyle issues,” 
as reported at the conference. One 
study actually found lower rates of 
depression among lesbians; another 
study measured higher competence and 
intellectual efficiency; sull another 
found more lesbians (87 percent) than 
heterosexual women (18 percent) ex- 
Perienced orgasm ‘‘almost always”’; and 
two important recent reports revealed 
that homosexuals seem to have more 
and closer friendships than do hetero- 
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sexuals, more communication and con- 
sideration in lovemaking, are less pre- 
occupied ‘with orgasm and are far Jess 
likely than heterosexuals to commit child 
abuse or other sexual crimes. In short, 
many homosexuals “‘could well serve 
’as models of social comportment and 
psychological maturity.” 

Hence, we have this “condition” 
that has been around for about five 
thousand. years. It is not an illness, a 
threat, not an affliction. It is not the 
worst thing that can happen to anyone— 
rather, it usually makes its participants 
happy and doesn’t hurt other people, 
the economy, or the environment. And 
yet, parents feel obliged to protect 
itheir children from it. 
“Why? 

In a word, bomopbobia—fear and in- 
tolerance of homosexuality. Despite the 
facts just enumerated, millions still be- 


lieve homosexuality is the worst thing.- 


Nearly half of all college students 
questioned labeled it more deviant.than 
murder and drug addiction. Others 


_feveal their homophobia by sitting 


an average 10 inches away from an 
interviewer wearing a “gay and proud” 
button than from an interviewer wear- 
ing no button. Most said they wouldn't 
‘be able to form a close friendship with a 
gay person. . 

A Gallup/Field poll found that 43 
percent of adult respondents considered 
homosexuals tolerable ‘‘only if they 

‘don't publicly show their way of life” 
(another way of saying ‘Disappear. 


You scare me’). 


‘A homophobic society excludes ho- 
mosexuals from politics, friendships, 
and jobs; ridicules them, denigrates 
them, segregates them until they become 
“untouchables,” pushes them into hid- 
ing, calls them freaks, and then hates 
them for being different—all because 
homosexuals remind ‘‘straight’’ people 
of what could “happen"’ to them. 


HOMOPHOBIA AND MEN 


Throughout their lives, many men 
feel compelled to guard their precious, 
hard-earned “masculinity” against chal- 
lenges. 

A few years ago, a sixteen-year-old 
boy was stabbed to death (knife=penis?) 
by a man who had to “‘assert his man- 
hood after homosexual advances were 
made to him” by someone else entirely. 

" When a ten-year-old couldn't do all 
the push-ups and chin-ups required by 
his gym coach, “the coach made fun of 
me. He said, ‘I hope none of you guys 
are like this one here. He's weak. He’s a 
sissy.’ This went on for most of a year. 1 
used to go home crying every day.” 

In a society that works as hard as 
ours does to convince everyone that 
-Boys Are Better, homosexual taunts, 
whether “Sissy"or “faggot” say xonboy; 
in pure form, “the most horrendous in- 
sult” one boy can scteam at another is 
“you girl!” That curse is the coming 
home té~reost of the cult of sex dif- 

ferences. Indeed, sexism» and homo- 

> phobia go hand in hand. The homopliobe 
needs sharp sex role boundaries to help 
him avoid transgressing to the “other 
side.” His terror is that he is not differ 
ent enough from. the .“opposite’’ sex, 
and that his “mascuiline’* facade may 


18 not always protect him from the 


oe 


“femininity” within himself that he | differences, and divisions. In this so- 


learned as 2 boy to hate and repress. 
Homophobia is, at bottom, contempt 
for everything female. 

It may also be.fear and contempt for 
his own sexual history. At least 1 of 
every 2 men (according to. Kinsy’s sta- 
tistics on adolescent homosexuality) 
knows that he-is capable of the very 
acts he dispises. And since homosexuality 
obviously lies on a continuum with male 
friendship, the homophobe knows that 
his golf pals, poker buddies, or fratern- 
ity brothers could be mistaken for gay 
lovers. 

Also by virtue of his homophobia, 
a man cannot love a woman with aban- 
don, for he might reveal his vulnera- 
bility; he cannot adore and nurture his 
children because being around babies 
is “sissy” and child care is ‘women’s 
work.” According to his reverse logic, 


“And what if Jill Johnston doesn’t like younger women?” 


making women pregnant is “masculine” 
but making children happy is a betrayal 
of manhood. 

Never was the madness of homo- 
phobia more evident than when one 
man complained that his child wouldn't 
shake hands and was getting too old for 
father-son kissing. How old was “too 
old"? Three. 

If it makes a father recoil from his 
own son’s innocent love, then homo- 
phobia, not homosexuality ,is the disease 
of our times. 

“Surveys have shown,” writes Robert 
Brannon, “that a majority of all men 
have been worried about being latent 
homosexuals at one point in their lives.” 
‘Fhe flight from this homosexual taint is 
most desperate in those whose sense of 
maleness is most insecure. For such men, 
just being a man is not enough. And for 
the sons of these men, the pressure to 


make the team may be the unfinished 
business of their father's “manhood.” 
Homophobia, the malevolent enforcer 
of sex role behavior, is the enemy of 
children because it doesn’t care about 
children; it cares about conformity, 


less obsessed with latent homosexual 


ciety, Gregory Lehne says, “Homosex- 
uality isn’t the real threat, the real 
threat is change in the male sex role.”” 


HOMOPHOBIA AND WOMEN 


If women 


ened by hom 


m to be less threat- 
xuality than men and 


impulses, it’s because the process of 
“becoming” a woman is less arduous to 
the female and less important to society 
than the process of “proving” one’s 
manhood. “Masculinity” once won is 
not to be lost. But a girl needn't guard 
against losing that which is of little 
value. 

There are other reasons too. First, 
“a sexual act,” according to J.L. Mathis, 
“lacks emotional significance unless a 
penis is involved.”’ Second, to want to 
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be “masculine” is more normal in a so- 
ciety that prefers boys. That's :vhy a 
“tomboy” is kind of cute. That's why 
parents are less upset when a girl paints 
a moustache on her face or wears cow- 
boy boots than when a boy pric 
stick or high heels. Girls are forgi 

for imitating the favored gender while 
boys are excoriated for resembling the 
“second sex” when their physiology en- 


tides them to be First. 

Finally, while American society con- 
siders homosexuality the major pitfall 
for males, heterosexuality (loss of vir 
ginity or sexual promiscuity) is the pit- 
fall for females. (Example: if a thirty- 
yeareld unmarried, nonstudent male 
has a roommate, the rumor is he’s gay: 
if a thirty-yeareld unmarried, nonstu- 
dent female doesn’t have a roommate, 
the rumor is she’s a whore.) 

‘The-most important thing for 2 man 
to be is ‘“masculine,”’ but the most im- 
portant thing for a woman to be is 
chaste. He must be ‘“‘masculine’’ because 
Boys Are Better. She must be chaste 
because Girls Are Meant to Be Mothers, 
and no man wants plundered property 


to mother his children. However, if the 
epithet “Whore” doesn’t shape up a 
rebellious woman there is stili the fe- 
male equivalent to the challenge ‘What 
are you, a fag?"’ The words ‘‘dyke"’ and 
“lesbian,” are charged words calculated 
to send shivers of horror up the spines 
of women who want amore independent 
lifestyle. a 

Like male homosexuals, the lesbian 
doesn't need the other sex for physical 
gratification. But the lesbian's crime ~ 
goes beyond sex: She doesn’t need men 
at all. Accordingly, despite the relative 
unimportance of female sexuality, les- 
bianism is seen as a hostile act because 
it is an alternative to heterosexual mar- 
riage, family , and patriarchal survival. 

However, since prepubescent bodies 
are as yet incapable of performing the 
reproductive role, young girls may be 
given a kind of breathing space in which 
to discharge their ‘‘tomboy'’ sparks. 
Homophobic parents rarely crack down 
on unconventional daughters until past 
adolescence or even several years past 
the usual marriageable age. 

They might tolerate a spunky ligle 
girl because activity and adventure be 
long to childhood. They might tolerate 
an unmarried young woman because 
they knpw sex role etiquette requires 
that a “lady* will wait to be asked, or 
if the “‘swinging singles’’ scene has post- 
poned the average age of marriage in 
their social set. But in time, she'll be 
coerced into the women’s role by the 
insinuatiOn that she’s “‘living like aman.” 

“When any woman behaves as a 
human being,"’ writes de Beauvoir, 
“she is declared to be identifying her 
self with the male.”’ 

The woman who is called a “dyke” 
not because she's wearing man-style 
clothes but because she lives her own 
life, owns her own time, and earns her 
own keep, understands that this culture's 
definition of lesbian is “autonomous 
woman."’ Our fear of lesbianism for our 
daughters may simply be fear of female 
freedom and selfhood 


HOMOPHOBIA AND CHILDREN 


* Before children have the vaguest idea 
about who or what is a homosexual, 
they know that homosexuality is some 
thing frightening, horrid, and nasty. 
They become homophobic long before 
they understand what it is they fear. 

They learn that “murderer’’ ‘and 
“crook” are tepid blasphemies com- 
pared to “cocksucker” and “lezzie."’ 
They learn that “What are you, a sissy?” 
is the fastest way to coerce a boy into 
“masculine’—or _ self-destructive—ex- 
ploits. Occasionally a boy hears the 
taunt as prophecy. If ,applied to him 
often cnough, and if his self-esteem is 
low, he may conclude that the word 
accurately describes him. In psycho 
logical terms, he may “‘internalize’’ the 
taunt and incorporate it into a “‘self- 
concept in which inadequate mascu- 
linity is recognized by the self and ad- 
vertised to others.’ He becomes what 
he has been told he already is. 

Let’s be specific. A little boy puts 
on nail polish in. nursery school because 
he fancies the litde brush or the smell 
of the polish or the look of color on 
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his fingertips. When he gets c, his 
father calls him “sissy” and his friends 
laugh at him. With the help of the sex- 
stefeotype checklist that children mem- 
orize from infancy on, he determines 
that he just doesn’t measure up. Not 
enough snails and puppy dogs tails. 
Today it’s his experiments with nail 
polish, yesterday it was his tears, the 
day before, his fears that brought the 
cries of “sissy.” Thé standards are too 
high; the path of. least resistance for 
such a child is surrender: “I will be the 
nonboy you say | am.” 

He takes all the information he has 
leamed about nonboys (i.e., the “op- 
posite” sex) and assumes their charac- 
teristics as his own. The result may be 
caricature, or “effeminacy,” or simply a 
withdrawn litte boy with a secret 
fantasy life. Or it may be the begin- 
ning of a commitment to the homosex- 
uality that he learned about from those 
who fear it most. One wonders how 
many children could have been spared 
unhappiness if girls and boys were free 


to pursue their interests without sexual 


stigma, Let's be sensible. What is so ter- 
rible about a boy with polish on his 
nails? 

While homophobia cannot prevent 
homosexuality, its power to destroy fe- 
male assertivenes$ and male sensitivity 
is boundless. For children who, for 
whatever reason, would have been ho- 
mosexual no matter what, homophobia 
only adds external cruelty to their 
external feelings of alienation. And for 
those who become the taunters, the 
ones who mock and harrass ‘“‘queers,” 
homophobia is a clue to a disturbed 
sense of self. 

“The worst ‘fag haters’ 1 knew in 
high school, college, and in professional 
football were also the ones who seemed 
most confused about their own sexual- 
ity,” writes David Kopay. 

~ A psychiatrist has found that “kids 
who tell thé most jokes about homosex- 
uality and who scapegoat others are the 
ones who are having the most trouble 
with homosexuality themselves.”” 

Boys who are “‘fag haters’’ are often 
bullies, brawlers, and‘young delinquents 
who “affect the behavior of the stereo- 
typed “‘he-man’’ because they suffer 
from an almost desperate fear that they 
might be considered a ‘she man.’ 

It's all so painful. And so unneces- 
sary. Eliminate sex role stereotypes and 
you eliminate homophobia. Eliminate 
homophobia and you eliminate the 


power of words to wound and the pow-. 


er of a stigma to mold a person into 
something he or she was never meant to 
be. So here’s my best advice on the sub- 
ject: 


Don't worry bow to raise a betero- 
sexual child; worry about bow not 
to be a homophobic parent. 


Since people consistently “report 
feeling better about themselves as their 
homophobic attitudes decrease,” why 
not get rid of them completely? You'll 
be more relaxed with yourself 
and maybe “‘free-up"’ your own sexuality 
a notch or two. 


| TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR 
NONHOMOPHOBIC 
PARENTHOOD 


1. Don't try to “prevent bomosex- 
uality. It won't work and it may back- 
fire. Studies show that homosexuality 
cannot be reliably predicted from either 
childhoed or adolescent behavior. There- 
fore any misgivings you may have be- 
‘cause of your child’s taste in toys, play, 
friends, or hobbies, reveal more about 
your biases than about your child’s 
sexual development. 

Homophobia has spawned a number 
of homosexuality “preventors” none- 


theless. On the endocrinology front, one 
who believes he can diagnose “it” during | 
pregnancy wants to give hormones to 
the “suspect male fetuses.” 

An educational advisor wants speech 
therapists to “properly correct an ef- 


feminate boy whose voice pitch is too 
high,” (the patient parent might await 
puberty to lower the pitch) and wants 
gym teachers to prevent homosexuality 
by providing “activities for girls which 
are fess competitive in nature, such as 
gymnastics or rythmics.” 

In 2 more ambitious prevention ef- 
fort, Dr. Richard Green intervened in 
the lives of fifty boys aged 4% to 10 
who seemed ‘to be headed toward a 
homosexual adulthood.” By rewarding 
“masculine” behavior such as. a. strut- 
ting walk, and imposing penalties on 
such “feminine” behavior ‘as “refusal 
to join in outdoor games,” the regimen 
was supposed to “straighten” out these 
little boys. 

Four years after the start of his pro- 
gram, Dr. Greeti adthitted that its capac- 
ity to prevent homosexuality is unclear, 
and that behavior intervention may re- 
inforce “the very societal bias which the 
therapist would like to change.” 

Take the word of another psychia- 


|trist who has had years of experience 
| with homosexuals: resist the urge to 
intervene. 


| 
\ There may be 670 variables in 
| terms of how one gets to be het- 
' 


erosexual, or homosexual. No one 


iables and still be a good parent. 


A good parent with anxieties about 
his. or her child's sexual happiness, or a 
homosexual youngster who feels the 
strain of being “‘different” in this cul- 
ture, should feel comfortable about 
seeking counseling—as long as the goal 
is helping children to feel positive about 
themselves. 

2. Don't worry about bomosexual 
“conversion.” If people could be se- 
duced into a sexual orientation, more 
homosexuals would have been intro- 
duced to heterosexuality by the hoards 


can police every one of those var- | “‘ 


they don't imitate their parents, pre- 
sumably they don’t imitate their teach- 
ers either, 

These letters to the New York Times 
responding to Anita Bryant's war on 
homosexual teachers are my idea of 
great rebuttals to the “seduction” and 
conversion” arguement: 


1 do not understand fear of gbil- 
dren growing up to be bomo' 
uals because they may cietlats 
the life style of their teachers. If 
that were the case, I should bave 
grown up to be a nun. 
—James C. Clair 
November 10, 1977 


Two of my bigh school teachers 
in Flovida weve wiale bomosex 
uals. One taught Latin and the 
other English, and both bad a 
great effect on my life. Because of 
their intellectual interest in me 
they encouraged me to develop 
my writing talents. Today I make 
a very comfortable living by tke 
use of the English language. 
During my years in that bigh 
school; not oné faint bint or sug- 
gestion of improper conduct was 


ia 


“Mom and Dad, this is my new lover He'd rather remain anonymous, 
but for the purpose of identification, let’s call him Tom.” 


of experts who've tried to do it. 
Seduction doesn’t cause homosexual- 


made to me by either of those 
teachers. I was, however, seduced 
cowby a 30-year-old lady who taught, 
appropriately, biology. 
—John W. Gonnor 
November 6, 1977 


Accept the fact that being ‘“‘con- 
verted” to homosexuality is a false fear 
and concentrate on preventing sexual 
suffering—as the next eight command- 
ments suggest. 

3. Don't make children feel they aré 
the “wrong” sex. Said a gifted violin- 
Ist: 


Both my parents wanted me to be 
a boy because they thought my 
talent was wasted on a girl. I live 
with a woman whose parents al- 
so wished she was a boy. Last 
year, when she had to have a dou- 
ble mastectomy because of breast 
cancer, she wanted to tell her par 
ents, “Here, this is what you 
wanted.” 


If the “wrong” sex child is born to 


ity even in those rare instances when a 
child is the target. Only 4 percent of 
homosexuals in one study were seduced 
into their first homosexual act, none by 
force, and in any case, all the young- 
sters said they “were aware of their 
sexual orientation . . . about four to 
five years before.” 

Campaigns against homosexual teach- 
ers, for instance, are based on fear of 
conversion and on the mistaken. idea 
that while heterosexual impulses are. 
civilized, homesexual impulses are un: 
controllable. In fact, heterosexual rape 
“is much: more common than homosex- 
ual rape,” and seduction of girl students 
by straight male teachers-are-more fre- 
‘quent than the seduction-of boy stu- 
dents by homosexual teachers. 

Several studies of children raised. by 
homosexual parents provide additional 
evidence that young people. are not in- 
fluenced by the sexuality of others; if 


parents with a sex preference, she or he 
can become an “unwanted child'’ and 
later feel like an unacceptable person. 
In some cases, the result is latent or 
overt homosexuality and some degree of 
psychological confusion and disturbance 
if parents try to make a boy out of a 
girl or vice versa. Without sex stero- 
types, there would be no “‘wrong’’ sex 
concept and perhaps fewer unwanted 
children. z 

4. Don't use sex steroptypes as vac- 
cine against bomosexuality. Trying to 
mold children to match stereotypes 
sometimes inspires just what. parents 
meant to avoid. The all-male military 
school where fathers send boys to make 
them into men.and the convent that was 
supposed to turn litte girls into “ladies” 
are often the scene of active homosex- 
ual experimentation. 

A boy may become so pointed of 
male supremecy that for sex, as for ew 
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SUPPLEMENT 


erything else, he comes to believe Boys | 


Are Better. Ur cise he may resist iuree- 


David Kopay had to go to confession | 


Uceausc Ue cugeged in “heavy peiuug 


fed “masculinity” by mimicking the | with girls at fifth grade parties," and he 


worst elements of swish “femininity. 
The more rigid the prescribed role, the 
more irresistable rebellion may be. 

“My father ‘was an aggressive business- 
man,” a young man told me. “My older 
brother was a star athlete. Both of them 
tried to make me into them. In order to 
be’ myself, I guess I had to become what 
Tam: a social worker and a homosexual.” 

“My mother called me ‘truckdriver,’ ” 
remembers a friend. “My sister was the 
pretty, feminine one. In high school, I 
purposely got pregnant to show them | 
was a woman too.” 

It is # rere child who shares his or her 
feelings about sex role coercion as forth- 
tightly as Stephen Rourke did at fifteen: 


I baven't ever wanted to be 

What people bave always been 
telling me 

Is a man. 

The type of man they want me to 
be 

Has little of the qualities that 1 
would see 

Ina man. 

Yet I must conform, and be their 
way 

If I want to be considered 
“straight” not “gay.” 

But still I disagree with what they 
say 


Is a man 


5. Don't assume that amyone can 
“just change" their sexual orientation, 
It’s not easy to be a young homosexual, 
and those who are do not seem to have 
any choice. In a survey of 140 lesbians, 
most said they “had determined their 
sexual orientation by their early teens, 
apparently in the face of great pressure 
not to be homosexual.” Although many 
male homosexuals say they “were born 
that way,” Kinsey found the mean age 
of first homosexual contact was just 
over nine years old. Truman Capote said 
he was eight when he started “going to 
bed” with other boys, and there was no 
question of an alternative. 

Says one gay man, “As I got older 
and understood what I was, no one tried 
to resist it harder than f." And another: 


“My parents always wanted an all-Amer- 
ican boy and Christ how | wanted to be 
that. I always felt different . . .” 

At thirteen, David Kopay felt his first 
attraction to ahother boy at military 
school. He spent the next twenty years” 


* tortured by his homosexuality, hiding 


it, trying to respond to women, visiting 


) prostitutes, marrying 2 beautiful woman 


—bur‘nothing could change him. 
Dr.Judd Marmor Suggests “that we 
think of homosexuality as’ ‘'a normal 
difference,” like left-handedness, to un- 
f it is ‘to change.. 
Atteihpts to make “righties’ out of 
lefties ean result in severe emotional 
probléms, stuttering, or learning ‘disa- 


“6: Don't make it bard for children to 
love the: other sex. Television person- 
ality ‘Phil Donahue wonders how he-ever . 
overcame sixteen years of Catholic edu- 
cation to become an. adult male-hetero- 
sexual: ‘We boys were taught that dates 


20. were always occasions of sin.” 


never did overcome the Church's ant 
sex teaching. “I learned a lot about fear 
and guilt through the church,"*he writés, 
“and very little about compassion and 
love.” ~ 

Kopay learned no love of females 
from football either: The uniform ex- 
aggerates maleness, the sport excludes 
girls, coaches prohibit socializing before 
a game, and girls are mentioned only as 
insults. “If you don’t run fast enough or 
block or tackle hard enough, you're a 
Pussy, a cunt, a sissy."’ The surprise is 
not that Kopay is a homosexual, but 
thet any male in that cnvironment is 
ever heterosexual after ‘so much time 
idealizing and worshipping the male 
body while denigrating and ridiculing 
the female.”” 

Children can also develop an aversion 


me off girls. | actually thought it 
* Sele by 


Girls got negative messages too. 


imy father] said rome that there's 
only one thing that every man 
wants. And I thought, very logic- 
ally, “Well, if that’s true of every 
man, it must be true of you, too."’ 
What a horrifying thought. 


My parents made a rule: no boys 


in the house. They were sure I'd 
be doing bad things with boys. 


Because scx seperation is common 
in this culture (¢.g., all-boys’ schools or 
all-girl teams), and because parents sanc- 
tion same-sex friends more readily than 


gitl-boy relationships, the homosexual 
child is able to be more sexually preco- 


“Peter may be gay, but he’s still a family man.” 


to the other sex if they feel heterosex- 
ual stimulation “at the same time they're 
taught that heterosexual activity is evil.” 
Witnessing one's parents unhappiness or 
listening to the moral pronouncements 
of their elders can also turn children off 
to heterosexuality. Girls aré warned that 
all boys want from them is sex. Boys 
learn to seperate love and lust, and good 
and bad girls, They are given little 
choice but to find sexual pleasure with 
other males or with females ‘degraded 
enough to be insulted safely.” 

Boys get these contradictory mes- 
sages: : 


Before, they'd beat the hell out 
of you for-touching a little girl 
but now all of a sudden . .. you're 
supposed to be interested in girl's 
bodies. 


Sex was dirty. Little girls could be 
gotten into trouble . . . it scared 


cious than other children of the same 
age, Boys can go off to the treehouse or 
hang around in the locker room togeth- 
er; young lesbians can call 
hold .hands, kiss and hug, and plan 
sleep-over dates where a heterosexual 
gitl would die before initiating such con- 
tacts with a boy. 


All these factors discourage cross-sex 
experimentation but facilitate homosex- 
uals expression of their sexual orienta- 
_tion and pursuit of their object choice. 

Even more than religion, sex-negative 
Parents, or sex-segregated friendships, 
athe entire system of male supremecy 
makes it hard to love the other sex. If 
Boys Are Better, why should a male 
“Choose to love an inferior female? If 
& penis is so great, two penises should be 
even greater. In large and small ways, 
boys are actually conditioned against 
heterosexuality because society is so re- 
lentlessy for “masculinity.” 

As for girls, why should they want to 


love a male, a member of the sex that 
exploits them degrades them, or re- 
minds them of their lesser status? They 
wouldn't, contends Janis Kelly, a pro- 
ponent of “Sister Love” 


. . . because equality is neces- 
sary to the full growth of the abil- 
ity to love, and because of the es- 
sential equainess of women, the 
most perfect development of the 
ability to love, where women are 
concemed, can occur only in a 
homosexual context. 


It's a wonder the two sexes ever get 
together. The idea of “‘opposite” sexes 
polarizes us. Segregation and the scxual 
double standard estrange us. Casting 
girls as saints and boys as satyrs hardly 
inspires a suitable partnership. The wise 
parent will call a permanent truce in 
“the battle of the sexes.” It's a war no 
one ever wins. 

7. Don't underestimate the father's 
role. ‘Although single mothers are per- 
fectly capable of raising well-adjusted 
children of both sexes, when the father 
is part of the family, he must be held 
accountable for the children’s develop- 
ment too. 

_ “We're unused to attributing respon- 
sibffity” to men for how children grow 
up,” writes Dr. Phyllis Chesler. “We find 
it easier to deny, explain away or at least 
‘understand’ paternal child abuse, or 
emotional and physical abandonment."’ 

But fathers who allow their homo- 
phobia to prevent them from tender, 
caring relationships with their sons need 
help, from a therapist who believes in 
loving fathers, from a men's conscious- 
ness-raising group, or a peer counseling 
service. A truth-telling session in such a 
men's group helped a California business- 
man break out of his rough Big Daddy 
veneer and start reconsidering what 
made him a “masculinity” junky. While 
sobbing, the man told the group he had 
flashed back over a set of mental pic- 
tures 


his father giving him a nighdy 
ritual back rub in bed that ended 
at about age ten with no explana- 
tion;a ... sex play scene with a 
playmate at about age six; com- 
forting a close Navy buddy in his 
arms . . . after he had been wound - 
ed . . . and sitting in’ the living- 
room at home looking at his 
eleven-year-old son and not know- 
ing how to touch him, His face fell 
into a mask of mourning as-he 
said, “Now my dad's dead, my 
buddy's dead, I never even got to 
know that kid back home and my 
son and | are afraid to touch each 
other... - 


“Thitigs may turn out different 
* for my'son’" 


If you're & wellaneahing father who 
wants things to bé different for your 
children, now is the time to begin to be 
different with your children. Don't be 
the “man” you-think you “should” be; 
be the father you wish you had. 

8. Don't react intemperately to 


children's questions, interests, or confes- 
sions. One psychiatrist who should 
know better became hysterical when his 


= 


eight-year-old son brought home a ho- 
mosexual magazine. 


1 threw it in the garbage in a rage. 
I know I wouldn’t have destroyed 
heterosexual pornography, even 
though I deplore the kind of sex 
it depicts. I would have used my 
son’s interest in it as an opportun- 
ity for sex education. The sad thing 
is, the next time he’s curious or 
disturbed about homosexuality he 
may be too scared to come to me. 


Parents’ overreactions to questions 
about homosexuality, or to children of 
the same sex exploring their anatomies 
or declaring love for one another, may 
imbue a heterosexual child with the Sus- 
picion that she or he is a homosexual— 
or may signal the child that all kinds of 
sexual love are shameful and nasty. 

Since nothing good can come of par- 
ental puritanism, get rid of it. Don't 
let it allow you to panic and pass on to 
your children the worst of your own 
hang-ups. 

Finally, should one of your children 
someday “come out” as a homosexual, 
try to remember that homosexual child- 
ren aren't only homosexual, they are all 
of the rest of the things that you have 
helped them become. Their homosex- 
uality may well be the one thing about 
them for which you are least responsible. 
Don't waste energy blaming yourself, 
pleading or threatening, worrying about 
what ,“‘people” will think, or shouting 
things that you can never take back. 


There are several books and organize 
tions that can help you understand your 
child’e cexual choice.-and make it éasier 

| for you to talk, share, and make peace 
with this thing that you should by now 
realize is far from “the worst thing that 
can happen to anyone.” 

9.Don'’t confuse transsexualism with 
bomosexuality. With all the headlines 
about Renee Richards, some havelumped 
together these two very di! it “‘con- 
ditions.” Most experts agree that the 
homosexual accepts her or his body 
(and just happens to prefer that same 
gender as a sex Partner), while the 
transsexual feels trapped in the “wrong” 
body because he or she cannot behave 
the way pedple with that body are “‘sup- 
posed” to beheve: 

Rather than .transgress gender lines, 
transsexuals mutilate their bodies to 
match their sex role preference. Many 
psychologists consider transsexuals peo- 
ple who cannot handle the guilt of their 
homosexual object choice in a hetero 
sexual culture. They are the ultimate 
homophobes: they'd rather switch bod- 
ies than be “queer.” 

Actually; transsexuals have relatively 
low libidos. They want different genitals 
not for sex but for sex role congruence: 


A lady walked a certain way, 
talked a certain way . .. She dis 
liked sports, rough and tumble . . . 
I'd been a rebel since childhood, 
keen on doing the things the boys 
do, and no one was going to 
change me. Become a lady? I 


would not! 
So that tough, spunky little girl grew 
| up and became 2 man. For the right to 
move freely and be outspoken, she cur 
off her breasts, had her uterus and ov- 
aries removed, and nearly dicd in an 
operation ‘to graft an artificial phallus 
on her body. 

We can sympathize with the misery 
that inspires such extreme measures. 
But it is more to the point that medical 
science cooperates and profits from the 
misery rather than challenge its cause. 
Homophobia and patriarchal conform- 
ity demand that, “If the shoe doesn’t 
fit, change the foot.” 

Thus, transsexuals (and there are 
now tens of thousands of them) repre- 
sent not proof that some men want to 
-be women but rather “the ultimate 
homage to sex role power.” 

10. Don't let otber people's bomo- 
phobia burt your children. You can't 
always control what people in the out- 
side environment do to your children; 
however, there are some personality 
types to watch out for—for example, 
athletic coaches with a he-man mental- 
ity. Their philosophy is deceptively 
simple: A winner is a ‘man’—and, con- 
versely, a man must be a winner. 

When such people are in positions 
of power ovetsyour children, you may 


-}not even know.-the harm. they.do until 


it is too late. One eleven-year-old boy’ 
begged his parents to take him out of 
summer camp. His letters complained 
of fierce intergfbup competition, tough 
¥| and nagging counselors, and a “wilder 


ness" hike that the boy swore almost 
killed him, The parents resisted his let- 
ters, hoping he would adjust, but finally, 
an parents’ visitng dav. they agreed to 
withdraw him from the camp. 

When they went together to inform 
the camp staff, the head counselcr 
growled, “If you leave this camp, boy, 
you'll always be a quitter! You'll never 
be a man!” 

The father responded angrily, “If 
this camp is your idea of a turning point 
for manhood, I feel sorry for you.” 

In the car on the way home, the boy 
said admiringly, “Gee, Dad, thanks! 
Thanks for being on my side.” 

Too many parents are on the side of 
sex roles, not on the side of their own 
children. Too many care more about 
what friends or strangers think than 
about what children feel. 


If you value your children above 
social conformity, if you use nonhomo- 
phobic judgement and insight, your ul- 
timate test of every childhood choice 
or activity should be, not ‘Will it make 
my child a homosexual?" but “Will it 
make my child a happier, better 
person?” 


Letty Cottin Pogrebin will be dis- 
cussing her, book Growing Up Free— 
Raising Your Child in the 80s on Febru- 
ary 5, at the Gay Women’s Alternative. 
For more! information please see the 
Native Calendar. 
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by Paul Grossman 


Letty Cottin Pogrebin is one of the 
founders of Ms. Magazine, where she 
works still as an: editor and writer. 
Growing - Up Free, a comprebensive 
guide to raising children in a non-sex- 
ist way, is the culmination of eight years 
of research and writing. Ms, Pogrebin 
lives in New York with ber busband and 
three children. | met ber at ber office 
at Ms. and we spoke about ber book, 
sexism, and the future “of the sexual 
revolution in #be face of the rising tide 
of conservatism. 


PG: Many “liberal” parents are 
tolerant of homosexuality in the abstract 
form, but when it comes to their own 
kids, they still “prefer” them to be 
straight. How can a person who may'be 
intellectually open but prejudiced on an 
emotional level make the total trans- 
formation? 

LCP: By thinking things through 
step by step aloud and not doing it be- 
cause it’s “right” or “in” but because it 
makes sense. I tried very hard to outline 
this process in the chapter on homosex- 
uality. 

PG: Ig that why you spent:so much 
time reviewing the theories of homosex- 
ual ‘causality’? 

LCP: Exactly, because | think young 
people find refuge in them, Most people 
are still looking for the passive father, 
the domineering mother. They're still 
making automatic connections when 
there’s-absolutely no reason to be. The 
whole notion ‘of finding a “cause” im- 
plies there’s some kind of problem. We 
don’t even know what makes us sexual. 

PG: -In the incident you describe 
with the little boy who puts on nail- 
polish, are you implying that because 


his father called him a “sissy” that he. 


was creating 2 self-fulfilling prophecy? | 
knew little boys who were considered 


. Sissies by everyone and still grew up 


“straight”—much to their own surprise! 
LCP: Words like “‘sissie,” “butch,” 
and “lezzie” are all being used to police 
sex roles. What I'm saying is that when 
somebody brings to a parent-child.rela- 
tionship an obligation that a child has 
to earn his or her gender by a certain 
set- of-behavioral. proofs—whether . it’s 
sitting in a certain way, throwing a ball 
in. a certain way, or putting on nailpol- 
ish, don’t give a'damn—that child of- 


= ten begins to say, “I can not measure 


up to an ideal that has this Jable on it, 
so I will find another label.” That doesn't 


mean ,the child is refusing to be an 
“inner” male. It just seems the child is 
refusing to be a male according to the 
cultural standard. 

PG: Sometimes I get the feeling in 
this chapter that you don’t quite go far 
enough. That you never come right out 
and say, “Look, parents—homosexuality 
is normal. It’s every bit as good as het- 
erosexuality, so just let your kids be 
who they are.”” 

LCP: 1 think, if you'll excuse me, 
that’s because you're much too far along. 
You don't remember who I’m talking 
to, or what it sounds like for somebody 
who’s facing a gay kid for the first time. 
So far, this parent has been walking 
through life being a friggin’ bigot. I 
am hoping to get them in the grounds 
of decency and the sense of it, whether 


type like that is to present them with 
someone like Kopay. It’s as simple as 
that. 

PG: What do you suggest a parent 
do or say if they feel mee child is grow- 
ing up gay? 

LCP: ust to be as etic foward— 
pardon the expression—and as, realistic 
as possible. It’s bard to be a homosex- 
ual in this society. Period. If you can’t 
get support from your parents . . . it’s 
a tragedy. 

PG: Somewhere I heard you say that 
homophobia and misogny were “two 
sides of the same coin.” if that’s true, 
then the gay lib movement and the fem- 
inist movement are inexorably linked. 
How do} you assess the cooperation 

ese two movements have given cach 
other? 


“Right-wing literature ie cthdacadie anti-feminist 
and anti-gay. Absolutely murderous, to the point 
where if these people were armed, they would shoot. 
They really do imagine that we are the devils, 
and they do have a sense of moral imperialism.” 


they have homosexual children or not. 

PG: You present the reader with ex- 
amples like David Kopay, the “quintes- 
sential man’s man,” and Dr. Bell's state- 
ment that most homosexual women are 
not “bulidykes”’ but “passive, tradition- 
al females.” Don't the limp-wristed fair- 
ies or bulldykes deserve to be accepted 
for who they are as well? - 

LCP: Look, some people say they 
can always tell someone who's wearing 
a_toupe, Well, you'll never know the 
ones you can't tell because it's a damn 
good toupe. If it’s a bad taupe, we can 


all tell. Somebody who says they can” 


always spot a homosexual is saying, “I 
think all: homosexuals look like this,” 
and the quickest way to bust a stereo- 
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LCP: Well, 1 think it’s been inada- 
quate. 1 don’t think either of us has 
been quite in sync with the other. But 
in terms of basic: commitment, | think 
it’s there. 1 don’t know a single feminist 
who doesn’t support gay rights. Where 
we do part company is with this ‘‘boy- 
love”’ stuff. 

PG: You mean, pederasty? 

LCR: I can’t stand it. 1 think it’s 
bullshit to present a posture that there 
is anything defensible about the seduc- 
tion of litte boys. 

PG: ‘If, however, you maintain laws 
prohibiting certain kinds if sexual be 
havior, where do you draw the limit? 
Who decides what is moral or not? Isn't 
that what you're battling now? 

.eCePERERES STEERED 


LCP: The power relationship between 
the adult and child automatically inval- 
idates the sexual rights aspect. It is nor 
the right of an adult to exploit children. 
1 will never accept that kind of bull- 
shit under-any circumstances. 

~PG; Letty, just how bad is the swing 
to the right the country’s experiencing 
now? 

LCP: Let's put it this way I've been 
collecting right-wing literature for six or 
eight months now. If you took a look at 
it, you wouldn't have to ask that ques- 
tion, It is murderously anti-feminist and 
anti-gay. Absolutely murderous to the 
point where if these people were armed, 
they would shoot. They really do im- 
agine that we are the devils, and they do 
have a sense of moral imperialism. Read 
the Human Life Amendment and the 
Family Protection Act and you'll un- 
derstand what tomorrow could be like, 
because the goal of this particular 
kind of Christian Fundamentalism is to 
insure that all sex is procreative. You 
only have to legislate that and you 
sweep away ten or fifteen years of gay 
and feminine liberation. The end. 

PG: So if it’s encoded . . . 

LCP: If it's encoded, it pretty much 
means the end of our autonomy. The 
Family Protection Act, for example, 
would not allow homosexuals amy legal 
advantages or services, would not allow 
sex education textbooks of any kind— 
except the birds and the bees stuff—no 
mention of contraception, no mention 
of homosexuality (obviously), and no 
mention of alternate love of any kind 
other than the nuclear family—period. 
That means out of the textbooks, out 
of the legislation, out of the social wel- 
fare programs—out of everything. 

PG: In other words, out of existence. 

LCP: Out of existence. And these 
laws are already written. It’s not a mat- 
ter of having to conjure: them up as 
some kind of threat in our minds. You 
can actually -sit down and imagine a 
world under which that is the law. 

PG: So what’s the hope? 

LCP: Fight it: A new activism. Tak- 
ing to the streets. Not being polite. Col- 
lective action. But most of all, getting 
out of this “me first” pleasure seeking 
nonsense. We just don’t have the luxury 
anymore. 
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Classics 
on My 
Mind 


by Barry Laine ' 


that ‘the primarily-black, class- 

ically-based' Dance Theater of 
QE Harlem managed a consistent 
ly well-sold three week run at the City 
Center even in the midst of oUr recent 
deep freeze. That the company offered 
five different programs, including a new 
staging of Fokine’s ScheBtrazade and 
more than fifteen other works ranging 
from Swan Lake to compositions by 
Balanchine (four of them), Glen Tetly, 
Lester Horton, and artistic director 
Arthur Mitchell himself, says some- 
thing about the ambitiousness of the 
company and the sheer energy of the 
dancers. 

That significantly black audiences 
turned out for what is traditionally— 
if not arbitrarily—considered a “white” 
art form says something else about 
DTH's mission. 1 wonder, though, if 
after ten years the company does not 
still have an identity problem. Has it 
bitten off more than it can chew? The 
size and diversity of the repertory —and 
the varying excellence with which the 
dancers perform it—raise questions 
about the nature and intent of classical 
dance. 

Arthur. Mitchell was a noted princi- 
pal dancer with the New York City Bal- 
Ict before leavirig to create DTH, so it 
is not surprising that several of Balan- 


|: was no mean achievement 


‘ chine’s works have found their way into 


the Harlem repertory. What is surprising 
is how good they look there. 

This is no jab at DTH—to the con- 
trary. It’s just that by .now Balanchine 
may be the country’s leading eugenic- 
ist. His typically long-limbed, narrow- 


torsoed, near-anorexic dancers are super 
trained and groomed from such a young 
age (students are chosen partially on 
the basis of their body type) that Bal- 
anchine may as well have cultured them 
from recombinant.DNA. The triumph 
of Balanchine’s neo-classical style is its 
ultimate refinement. -His dance and 
dancers work at pushing the limits of 
classical and human form; they strain 
towards Platonic perfection. 

No surprise then that merely earth- 
bound companies just don’t look right 
at Balanchine. The steps are all there, 
but the tutus show too much ass and 
the legs are not long enough to reach 
the floor. Harlem bodies are also wrong. 
Many of the women-are too short and 
the men have chests that would sooner 
look at home in,a Nautilus gym than at 
City Ballet. : : 

Yet, (is it their overwhgiming sincer- 
ity and belief in the dance?) they give 
Balanchine’s The Four Temperaments 
an edge and excitement it so justly 
deserves. With a precision I've never 
seen from Mr. Balanchine's corps, they 
restore to the dance its startling and 
insistent genius; it no longer looks like a 
thirty-year-old “classic."" Oh, they miss 
some points, such as the last moment 


, Photograph of Eddie Sheliman in Scheherazade by Jack Vartoogian. 


lifts that alternately cross the stage 
but must toss as easily as waves to 
match the rising sweep of Hindemith's 
score, but the ballet is there. 

How valid are departures from form, 
though? When does individual interpre- 
tation cease to be an\expression and be- 
come digression? How, different can 
Balanchine look and still be called 
Balanchine? Such questions become 
even more important in classical dance, 
anid DTH faces them with its produc- 
tion of Swan Lake, Act II, staged by 
Frederic Franklyn after his former 
Ballet Russe days. 

A black Swan Lake is actually no 
more disconcerting than a black Hello, 
Dolly! You make the adjustment and 
suspend disbelief as you do for any 
work of art. And if the tutus are shades 
of .palé blue rather than. white, well, 
they look appropriately cool and watery 
next to brown skin. After all, black 
dancers resemble swans as much as 
white dancers do. What. the Harlem 
dancers failed to achieve, however, was 
a@ mastery of true classical placement, 
line and port de bras. Thest basics make 
everything else look right or wrong. It 
was not the virtuosity that was trou- 
blesome, bur the difficulty of holding 


arms and fingers just so. 


Mel Tomlinson. Tomlinson is tall, with 
extremely long legs, a very wide chest, 
and a surprisingly proportionately tiny 
head. His performances in The Four 
Temperaments, Scheberazade, and 
Mitchell’s Manifestations (where he 
plays the snake in the Garden of Eden) 
reveal great sensitivity and depth. So 
did his portrayal of Prince ‘Siegfried in 
Swan take He had the air of a true 
danseur noble—but not the look, alas. 
He managed the requisite leaps and 
turns and succeeded well at the mime 
sections, but his peculiar body did not 
serve the choreography. Its shape and 
Proportion distort the intentions of the 
form. 

Part of Mitchell's decision to found 
Darice Theater of Harlem—and to mount 
ballets like Swan Lake—was to demon- 
strate that blacks can dance classical 
ballet. Well, of course they can—with 
ten years of good training and the right 
body. But choreographic form is a man- 
ipulation of shapes; if you don’t have 
the shapes upon which the choreography 


ee | 
Which is not to say that there wasn't 

much to praise in the dancers’ energy, 

precision, and drama. In fact, one of the 

best p&rformances came from a miscast | 


was created, no color—black or white— 
will help you out. 

Mitchell has chosen many talented 
dancers; they can handle acrobatics and 
Balanchine. But they’re not all classical 
dancers, so why force them into this 
mold? Swan Lake may be great training 
and I'll certainly never miss a chance to 
see yet another version (a bad Swan Lake 
is no worse than a frozen pizza; at least 
it reminds you of the real thing), but 
Mitchell may be stacking the cards 
against himself. He must decide what he 
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wants, and if it’s a classical ballet com- 
pany, he should get one. 


¢ he (classically unconventional 
Ti; of the DTH male is 
nowhere more apparent than 
QE in Robert North’s lightly sa- 
tirical Troy Game. Peter Farmer's 
costumes (executed by Zelda Wynn) 
seem to combine the best of Roman 
gladiator trunks and athletic socks. 
Twelve men go through a series of elab- 


orated gestures that refer to sports, 


combat, and also ballet. Although the 
dance gets mort abstract as it proceeds, 
mixing classical variations with out and 
out acrobratics and.a latin beat, the un- 
derlying ideas—male competition and 
cooperation, pride in physicality, the re- 
lationship between sports and dance— 
are never given space to flourish. What 
we get are wonderfully prime pectorals 
and taut thighs, and a lot of beefcake 
muscle magazine poses that continue 
right through the curtain calls. Very few 
other ballet companies could even at- 


Photograph of Troy Game by Marbeth 


tempt this dance; their slim-framed boys 
would look laughable as muscle men. 
Get it? For all its winning points (whiie 
the ballet left me cold, it was a crowd- 
pleaser), this is another of those “you 
don’t have to be a sissy to be a ballet 
dancer” ballets. 

I'm not opposed to popularization 
of the arts or giving the crowd a good 
show (and DTH is to be commended for 
reaching many audiences new to ballet), 
but I wonder if a dance like this doesn’t 
pander to our prejudices. Ballet does 
not have to be for everyone, and trying 
to make it universally acceptable some- 
times dilutes it to the Vanishing point. 

A few compliments are in order, 
though, lest DTH's accomplishments be 
neglected. The new production of 
Scheberazade, staged by Frederic Frank- 
lin, was impassioned, expressive, and 
seamless. The ballet worked because 
as my friend put it, “they dancéd the 
shit out of it,” and also because Vir- 
ginia Jotinson and Fddie Shellman, as 
Zobeide, dfe Sultana and the Golden 
Slave, respectively, know the power of 
a still pose. And talking about classical 
placement, some of the calmest, most 
centered, and elegant pirouettes I've 
.ever_scen came from Yvonne Hall in 
Mitchell's pas de deux The Greatest 
Keith Saunders was also delightful doing 
acomic turn in Troy Game. 

I'm not sure where Mitcheil is lead- 
ing DTH. The company retums to City 
Center in June and there had been plans 
(now shelved due to finances?) to mount 
Giselle, whose classical romantic style 
would surely prove another great chal- 
lenge and-a-half. Dance Theater of Har- 
lem is one step ahead of most compan- 
ies; it already has committed, exciting 
dancers. It still needs focus, ahémestyle. 


. Worth Checking Out 


Jose Limon company continues at 
City Center through Feb. 8, with works 
by Limon, Doris Humphrey, andMurray 
Louis. For information call 246-8989, 
Elizabeth Streb dances with poles and an 
8-foot plywood hill at Dance Theater 
Workshop, Feb. 12-15. 691-6500. 
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chew this as a prémise for dialogue with 
the White House, but it certainly 
seemed to work in getting Maddox to 
publicly support gay rights. 

“I am not supporting their life style,” 
Maddox repeats, “but } do support their 
Fight to do that if they want to, in terms 
of the law, and just as surely, they 
ought to have their place in the Ameri- 
can sun and not be relegated to a Devil’s 
Island somewhere.” 

“I think this whole thing against gays 
is another manifestation of the anxiety 
the whole country is feeling,” Maddox 
summed up,. “It is just another threat 
we don’t quite know how to deal with.” 

With all this slick talk from Falwell 
and fence-straddling from Maddox, one 
has to-turn somewhere else to divine 
the current public attitude toward ho- 
mosexuals and the roadblocks ahead. 
Unhappily, the place to turn is to the 
federal government itself, and in par 
ticular, to the Pentagon. 

On January 16, the Department of 
Defense released its latest public state- 


ment on homosexuals in the armed ser 
vices. The new policy is a doozie, made 
under the duress of court orders for a 
definitive position. The position is—sur- 
prise!—that no gays can serve in the 
armed services. The statement that ac- 
companied that position offers a laun- 
dry list of everything wrong with homo- 
sexuals. 

Homosexuals ccsirvy: “discipiine, 
good order, and morale’’; “mutual trust 
and confidence’; “the integrity of the 
system of rank and command’; “assign- 
ment and worldwide deployment of ser- 
vice members, who frequently live and 
work under close conditions afforcing 
minimal privace’’; and “the ability to 
recruit and retain members of the armed 
forces.” The Pentagon kicks them out 
“to maintain the public acceptability of 
military service” and, of course, “to pre- 
vent breaches of security.” 

In plain English, this means that the 
presence of a homosexual puts out bad 
vibes around the office. They can’t keep 
secrets, refuse to take orders, inhibit 
shower activity, make everyone nervous 
when lights go out in the barracks, scare 


off the few volunteers who are showing 
up these days, are not loved by the 
American public, and love to dawdle 
with the Russians. 

Naturally, this is enough to make the 
military want to yank us out root and 
branch. But herein lies their dilemma. 
Some people don’t like the military 
once they get in and may decide that 
the easiest way to get out is to be a ho- 
mosexual. 

The answer is a new set of regula- 
tions which call tor the discharge of 
anyone who marries a member of his 
own sex “as evidenced by the external 
anatomies of the persons involved”) un- 
less “the purpose of the marriage or at- 
tempt was the avoidance or termination 
of military service.’’ This is a Catch-22 
that Joseph Heller never dreamed of. If 
you marry your loyer but don’t love 
him, they're going to keep you, but if 
you love the person and want to stay 
in, you're out. 

~The same thing goes for those who 
say they are homosexuals. If you say 
you're a homosexual and they believe 
you are not, you have to stay. The rules 


call for discharge, though, of anyone 
whose statements “demonstrate a pro- 
pensity to engage in homosexual con- 
duct,” and elsewhere the rules call for 
the ouster of anyone who “desires” 
homosexual acts. 

If all of this is not enough, the new 
tules state that it does not matter when 
any of this desire or conduct took piace. 
Playing around with a same-sex friend 
when you're twelve years old counts 
just the same as bedding down with 
everyone on base when you're thirty- 
five. This would be ludicrous except for 
the fact that the Pentagon files are 
stuffed with cases just like that from the 
old rules. 

One of the favorite hymns at Jerry 
Falwell's church is “Onward Christian 
Soldiers.” But those who are waiting for 
Falwell to signal the path ahead would 
be better advised to look to America’s 
professional soldiers, drawn from the 
fifty percent of the American popula 
tion who wouldn’t bedabeled homosex- 
ual under the new rules. 

To them, even Norman Podhoretz 
sounds like a bleeding-heart liberal. 
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By George Whitmore 


Episode Five: 


OUR STORY SO FAR: Marcella. Yes. The deceased Henry Coop- 
er’s lesbian friend and childhood sweetheart. But what could Mar- 
cella have to do with Henry and his lover, Henry Schneiderman? 
Or their breakup just before Henry Cooper’s untimely demise? 
And how in the world could Stanley have hoped to withhold 
this most major dish from our intrepid narrator, Francis Xavier 
(‘“Binky”) Boynton, Jr.? 


“Stanley,” I croaked, approaching the trembling figure before 
my open closet door. “If I were you, I shouldn’t really expect to 
leave my apartment tonight with your Mano A Mano jacket—that 
is, should you not tell me what the hell Marcella has to do with all 
this....”” 

Stanley babbled something about being late for his Gay Men’s 
Chorus rehe: that night. > 

“No, Stanley,” I said, gently undraping the jacket, the silk knit 


tie, the fudge-colored trousers from over his arm: and dropping - 


them on the bed. “‘No. Now sit down and tell Binky all, dear. 
That’s right.” & 

Stanley, red in the face, sat On the edge of the bed. “I shouldn’t 
tell you word one,” he pouted, “after the way you treated me this 
afternoon in the elevator.” 

“A deal’s a deal, Stanley,” I reminded him. ‘‘/ told all.” 

“You mean,” he sniffed, “‘About you and Henry Schneiderman?” 

“There is no ‘me and Henry Schneiderman’ !” 

“You don’t have to snap at me! I can’t help it if Henry Schneid= 
erman’s terminally infatuated with you! Though how you were so 
blind as not to see it, when all of us...” 

“Marcella.” . 


He ‘sat up very straight. “Bink, I made a promise, not to utter ; 


singie syllabic.” 

“Cross my heart.” I did so. ‘I won’t tell a soul.” 

“Especially not Dan or William or Reynaldo or Alfred,” Stanley 
categorized, giving in now. 

“Of course not.” 

“Well.” Stanley cleared his throat, paused. I could see that 
restraint had all but left him now, that he was just trying to find 
a way to frame it. He bit his lower lip. 

“Stanley! Please!” 


“All right, all right.” He tumed to face me on the bed. “You. 


remember Marcella’s lover? Dido?” 

“Of course. They spent a weekend with us last summer.” 

“The second week in June. The weekend, you'll recall, that you 
and I arrived at Tea identically dressed.” , 

“T told you, Stanley,-that was completely inadvertent on my 
part.” 
“TI never should have taken you to Sheik in the first place. I 
never dreamed you could have actually afforded to buy something 
there....” 

“Dido? Marcella?” (1 was relentless.) 

“Lovely people.” (He was avoiding.) 

‘What about them, Stanley?” 
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“Well,-you remember that terrible fight they had...” 

“Yes.” (I did, indeed, remember. Dido’d put her fist through 
the bedroom partition,;j-—— = 

“Well, Henry Cooper said they fought all the time anyway— 
by the way, have you noticed the change in dykes lately? They’re 
getting more like us every day—all those girls hanging out in front 
of the Duchess, and cruising each other along Seventh Avenue— 
so predatory? Not at all your usual lesbian behavior. Why, I can re- 
member when...” Pa 

“Dido and Marcella, Stanley.” eats 

“Not a happy couple, I think. But together forever, for cen- 
turies, of course.” 

“Yas, yas. I fail to see what all this...” 

“Binky, just be patient. I’m trying to get around to it.” 

“Why don’t you just give me a sort of Cliff's Notes summary 
then.” 

Stanley glanced evasively around my bedroom. ‘Well. Uh. You 
see, they were fighting over—over—Henry, you see...” 

“Over Henry Cooper? But why? What?” . 

Stanley clasped his hands together and swallowed deeply, sighed, 
raised his eyes to heaven. “‘You see . . ."" He tumed to me, a plea 
in his eyes. “Not a.soul, Bink.” His voice was husky and full of 
emotion—the terror and_joy of complete disclosure imminent. 


. “Marcella and Henry were having—were having—they were having 


—an affair!” 


“AN AFFAIR!” 

“There! It’s out!” Stanley cried, falling back against the pil- 
lows. “I feel much better now,” he said, panting. ‘‘Really.”’ 

“Stanley, how could they have been having an—an affair?’ I 
was panting now, too, and sat back down beside him. “T mean, he 
was... And she was.../s... 

“Sull with Dido, of course,” Stanley said, rolling his head to- 
ward me, relief stamped on his face. (No one got quite the cathar- 
sis Stanley got out of a deep dish session, no gfe.) ‘‘Though | take 
it it was touch and go for a time.” * 

“But they both had lovers!” I exclaimed. \ 

Stanley brushed aside matrimony with the customaty wave of 
the hand. “You are so backward, Bink, really. This is the eighties.”” 

“But why? Why would they suddenly tum to each other, after 
all these years?” 

“How should J know.” Stanley sat up. “I only know what Henry 
Cooper told me before he—died. He came over one night, all up- 
set about Henry Schneiderman. I haven’t seen anyone so distrait 
since poor Jay Smith, when he tumed thirty and his friends rented 
the billboard .in Sheridan Square to announce it. Well, Henry spent 
the night—we had a real pajama party, as a matter of fact—hot 
chocolate and every thing—and they had, don't you see, had an af- 
fair—he and Marceélla—were having. And of course Henry Schneid- 
erman had found out. The last taboo, wouldn’t you say?” Stanley 
straightened his clothes. “I mean with S-M and scat and all sorts of 
dreadful things so popular now, taken for granted: a faggot and a 
dyke. I mean, really, that’s the very /ast, huh?’”’ 
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FEBRUARY 16, 19814 
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Se gn ae een ee : we 
1 was-speechiess. AI I could think of was ilai Saiuiday nighi 


last summer when Henry and Marcella had regaled us with hilarious 


crushes on then-inappropriate dreamboats . . . . 


‘Well, it would fave doubtless expired on its own,” Stanley 


was saying, “if Henry Cooper hadn’t—uh—expired anyway.” Stan- 
ley pulled up his socks. “He was about to leave Henry Schneider- 
man, however. Just before. He’d decided to; as a matter of fact, 
upstairs in my very own apartment,” he said smugly, “‘the night 
of our pajama party.” ‘ 

““And—and go off with Marcella?” \ 

“He thought he’d been converted or some such thing,” said 
Stanley. “Can you imagine? And Henry Schneiderman was furious, 
of course.” Stanley’s eyes narrowed. “Do you know, Henry 
Schneiderman took every last penny out of the joint account and 
cut every one of Henry Cooper’s credit cards in half! To prevent 


him from leaving! Yes!” 

I was conscious that my mouth was hanging open. And con- 
scious at the same time that my vanity was, well, rather injured— 
by this information re Marcella. What about ‘Henry Schneider- 
man and me?” Hadn't his infatuation for me figured into the 
breakup at all? ~ 

“How about dinner?” Stanley suggested. “I'm famished.”’ 

I was still too thunderstruck to move. ‘How about your re- 
hearsal?”’ I managed to ask. 

“Do you know that bitch wants us completely off book for the 
Christmas recital?” Stanley asked, crossing into the living room. 
“If I'd known he was really serious about this chorus thing in the 
first place, I’d have never joined up.” (I followed:Stanley, in a 


1 


PES AOR AAS 


sidpur.) “Dui it is a mar t pe 
“Stanley?” 
“You really shouid consider joining, Bink.” Stanley was now in 


the kitchen, peering into my refrigerator. 

“T can’t sing,” I said. “Stanley, what about Marcella?” 

“What about her?” He took his head out of the Frigidaire. 
What more could you possibly want to hear, Bink? Really.”’ He 
went back to his survey. 

“She wasn’t even at the—um, memorial service or whatever it 
was for Henry.” 

“She wasn't, was she? There were only two women there any- 
way—Henry Cooper’s mother and his sister. Do you think the sis- 
ter’s gay?” 

“Stanley?” 

“T mean, / got that impression,”” 

“But Stanley, how did it all end?” 

Stanley was sniffing at an ancient container of yogurt. ‘End? 
What, dear?” 

“Marcella and Henry!” 

Stanley looked perplexed. “But with his—death—of course.” 

“But Marcella. Dido.” 

“Together forever, God help them. Really, Bink. How should 
I know?” é 

“No wonder Henry Schneiderman’s half nuts,"* 1 mumbled. 

“The very dizziest,” Stanley said, placing the yogurt back in the 
fridge with some distaste. “Only the very dizzigst in- Manhattan. 
But that’s your problem now, isn’tit Bink?” ‘ Sa 

(To Be Continued) 
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The Hibbs Gallery and Visual Arts Center Presents: 


A CONTINUING AESTHETIC: 
Gay and Lesbian art in the 80's 


(A series of six seminars dealing with Gay and Lesbion am and artists) 


PAST AND PRESENT: PRECEDENTS AND DEFINITIONS 
Jomes M Saslow (New York editor. THE ADVOCATE: 

Dept of Am History, Columbio Univ ) 

Tee Corinne (MFA: Author. Arist and Lecturer) 

David Logan Morrow (Dir, Hibbs Gailery) 


EROTIC ART 
Lou Weingorden (Dir Stompers Gatiery) 


THE MALE ARTIST : 


Dennis Eugene Cordell (Arist: Painter) 
Rober J. Adsit (Painter: Printmaker) 
Burton Clarke 


THE FEMALE ARTIST 


Sandra DeSando (Artist; Assoc. Dir. Hibbs Gallery) 
Nanny Fried 

Michelo Griffo 

Joan Warts 


CRITICISM AND THE CRITIC 
John Perreault (Senior ort aitic. SOHO NEWS) 
Barbaro Baracks (Performance critic, SOHO NEWS) 


GALLERIES AND ECONOMICS 


MARCH 2, 1984 


1984 


, 1981 


To be held or: 


Washington Square United Methodist Church 
135 West 4th St. NY. NY. For information cai 212/947.3430 


Contribution: $3. per session Monday evenings ar 8:00 PM. 


‘*The Mirror Crack’d’ is a gem. One of the most 
enjoyable and wittiest pictures of the year.”’ 


‘ —Kevin Thomas. .Los Angeies Times 
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A JOHN BRABOURNE RICHARD GOODWIN production A GUY HAMILTON fim 
ANGELA LANSBURY -GERALDINE CHAPLIN 

TONY CURTIS - EDWARD FOX “ROCK HUBSON 

KIM NOWAK - ELIZABETH TAYLOR 

to AGATHA CHRISTIE'S ~ THE MIRROR CRACK’. ~ 

Music by JOHN CAMERON Screenplay by JONATHAN HALES, 

BARRY SANDLER Pr ced by JOHN BRABOURNE and 

RICHARD GOODWIN Directed by GUY HAMILTON 
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Contract With the World 
by Jane Rule 
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1980 
339 pages, $12.95 


by Felice Picano 


ne of the most comforting 
$ Qiiwen: that young writers 
tell themselves is that there 
QS are hundreds of literary gen- 
iuses unrecognized in their own ume 
who only find their true audience, 
their real place in the pantheon late in 
life, sometimes posthumously. It’s com- 
forting because one can throw away the 
shopping bags filled with rejection 
slips, the incomprehensible reviews, and 
attack the typewriter with renewed 
relief. It’s deceptive because unfortun- 
ately, it just isn’t true. Everyone pro- 
tests, but what of Stendhal? What of 
him? True, he didn’t achieve fame until 
a half century after he’d penned his last 
two masterpieces. But his contemporar- 
ies, Balzac, Hugo, Dickens, Thackeray, 
the Brontes, and George Sand—all of 
whom also survived—were all immensely 
successful and popular. 

That is not to say that popularity 
ensures immortality. Whoever reads 
Eugene Sue, Charles Reade,’ Paul de 
Kock or Gobineau—contemporaries of 
Stendhal and of the above authors? 
Only untenured professors looking for a 
subject for a doctoral dissertation. No, 
success doesn’t ensure immortality —but 
it helps. It’s hard to have a comeback 
when you haven't already been there 
before. * 

Having writgen that, I'm.now going 
to do an about face. One of this conti- 
nent’s least known, least reviewed, 
least talked about novelists, is also one 
of the best—Jane “Rule. HEr fourth 
novel, Contract With the World, pub- 
lished this past fall, ought to have been 
one of the literary events of dic season, 
bandied forth onthe front page of every 
Sunday book supplement. That it 
wasn’t is due to several reasons: the 
media-hype drenched times we live in 
which decide an author has to be good 
“copy” before anyone will notice him; 
and the prejudice that still surrounds 
writers who insist on using gay and les- 
bian characters as their spokespeople, 
without prejudging or sensationalizing 
them. 

Jane Rule is not a young whiz-kid. 
She is a serious, professional author. 


Born-in New Jersey, she has been living 


-Vancouver—the scene of much of her 


writing—since 1956. None of this has 
-~ helped to fhrust her into the limelight. 


Her first novel, The Desert of the Heart, 


was_published-in. the mid-sixties and is 
998) Je Roe book thar has been 


tb me often since its 


Comforting 
Illusions 


publication. Since then, Rule has writ- 
ten three other novels and a book of 
criticism titled Lesbian Images. Last 
year Talon Books put out a collection 
of her short stories—Themes For Di- 
verse Instruments; and her stories have 
begun to appear in other anthologies, 
most recently in Aphrodisiac and my 
own A True Likeness. 

Rule has received the highest praise 
1 know of from other wniters: “She's 


the real thing.” This doesn't mean that | 


she is what used to be called a writer's 
writer, or even primarily a stylist. Yet 
look at the mastery with which she 
does this: 


Because it was spring, squalls 
bringing the pink snow of oma 
mental cherry blossom, a new 
blade of grass cracking the side- 
walk, a robin challenging its own 
image in the basement window, 

Joseph found himself reluctandy 

choosing the traffic, the center 

of the city nearly closed from the - . 

sky, the weight of steel and con- : 

crete great enough to defy the 

strongest weed. . 

In less schizoid or hysterical times, 
she would even be a popular writer. 
She has recognizable—if distinctive— 
characters,.Her settings are familiar, her 
situations just slightly askew enough to 
be intriguing, without being threaten- 
ing or faked. In Contract With the 
World, she has added to these virtues a 
beautiful and expansive structure and 
a command of perspective that most, 
far more honored, novelists would be 
proud of. Here, for example, is Joseph, 
thinking of his friend Mike Trasco: 


Joseph looked up at the vigor of 
Mike’s growing abundance, fiercely 
pruned and finely shining black, 
the same light of health in his 
black eyes. He had not seemed 
youngeven in his student days, his 
virility so accustomed that there 
was nothing of the boy left in 
him. He was the sort of man who 
would be in his prime for years 
before he suddenly, unaccount- 
ably, shrank into age. 


Contrasted to Alma, thinking of her 
lover Roxanne: 


She is like a shell, so fragile and 
intricately interior, sounding and 
tasting of the sea. I unserstand 


-- why the clitoris is called a pearl, 


hidden in oystery frills. 1 am in- 
side her, one of the instruments of 
her song: also, she is the instru- 
ment I play, music a faint imita- 
tion or memory of the staccato 
tonguing, accurate fingering, long 


bowing that makes her body into 
song. 


Contract With the World is about a 
group of young people in Vancouver— 
their friends, lovers, parents, children— 
over a five year period. It is also about 
how their dreams and desires conflict 
with reality—and of the compromises 
they make, or their leaps into an ever 
greater faith and idealism. 

The novel is in six sections, told from 
the point of view of each character as he 
or she is undergoing the most intense 
moment of crisis. Each has an effect on 
the others’ lives and problems, unt# 
one by one, by the end, all have moved 
into different and often surprising 
Places, as though they have danced a 
quadrille. 

Joseph is a teacher. When we meet 
him he is walking to overcome hysterical 
logorerhea—which is his burden: the 
sheer weight and rhythms and meanings 
of words. Like Adam, he cannot name 
one thing without naming everything. 
{He is shy, unassuming, a listener; and 
he becomes the glue among a half dozen 
superb individuals: Mike Traco, a sculp- 
tor, his wife, Alma, Carlotta, a painter, 
Roxange, a composer, Allen Dent, a 
succesful photographer, and his young 
lover Pierre. 


hat so many of these peo- 

Te: are artists of one sort or 
another is no surprise, for 
GEE Rule's contention is that in 
art one projects one's self most effect- 
ively toward salvation or purgatory—and 
with the greatest force. Mike Trasco, 
a butch, even chauvinistic man, insists 
on dominaung his environment by 
sculptures in wood so gigantic, they can 
never be fully perceived indoors, art 
that is: useless, hard and punishing 
Eventually, he will be punished by it. 
Roxanne, an urban lesbian waif of 
disarming sweetness, is a collector of 
sounds, which rather than mix, she 
insists must be heard distinctly apart. 
Footsteps, traffic noises, people’s‘com- 
mon sounds are her collection. Her plan 
is to aurally chart the entire city of Van- 
couver, and refill it with its own sound. 
A wanderer who grew up in foster 
homes, Roxanne doesn't want to dom- 
inate life as much as possess it. Her suc- 
cess comes not from her grandiose 
plan but from the purity with which she 
is able to receive love, friendship, sound. 
Carlotta is the ultimate narcissist, 
painting herself over and over, right to 
her own bone structure. Her aloofness 
hides the real intensity of her desire to 
live and to love. As the book progresses, 
she will paint portraits of each of the 
others, thus coming to understand them 
and to accept that no one can ever 
really live alone. Allen Dent photo- | 


graphs the others too. But after he has 
been professionally ruined by a po- 
lice bust of a paedophile party in To- 
ronto and lost his lover, Allen uses his 
art as a weapon: exposing gays in gov- 
ernment, the arts, and the church. What 
was once a toy, at best a livelihood for 
him, becomes a means of revenge 

Among these obsessed people, others 
seem almost ordinary; Joseph with his 
fear of the ordinary, his wife Ann, and 
the central, pivotal character of the 
book, Alma. 

She is the most dubious about her 
art. Her chapter, in the form of a diary, 
is the only writing she will achieve, and 
when she comes to understand what it 
requires, she drops it. She comes instead 
f understand what the others know, 
that her real art is"$eeial. She is the fig- 
ure in the middie, a symbol, a friend to 
some, enemy to others, lover to others, 
mother to her children, wife to Mike. 
All she needs to do is exist and procre- 
ate: she is the ur-female. 

By the end of the novel, all the char- 
acters have gone past the crises of love, 
art, and life in different ways, and made 
their individual contracts with the world, 
for better or worse. And by then, we 
have lived so closely, so intensely with 
them, we believe that, like real friends 
of ours, theirs is only a temporary truce 
They will change again, have new lovers, 
new ideas, new crises, and go on to 
make new—better and worse—contracts 
with the world. 

At one point, Alma thinks of what it 
means to write 


A portrait painter doesn't have to 
deal with anything but the physi- 
cal present. A writer, like a lover, 
has to déal with the past, with all 
the acts of the past, and that's im 
possible. Yet the minute you start 
Pressing away at the clutter ot 
events to get at essential experi- 
ence, you're probably doing the 
equivalent of removing essential 
teeth for the line of the jaw. May 
be leaving thirty-one years undis- 
turbed inside the sack of skin and 
concentrating on the shape and 
texture of that sack is more possi- 
ble, as making love is more possi- 
ble than loving. 


Jane Rule's triumph is that she has 
succeeded in doing the impossible: in 
being a writer, in making her people 
very alive, and making us care for them. 
If 1 don’t go all out and write that Con- 
tract With the World is a masterpiece, 
it's because I'm no longer sure what that 
overused word means, and because I'm 
hoping for more, even better books 
from Jane Rule. She is certain to be one 
of the few writers of our time who leap 
Past negelct into glory. 


By Brandon Judell 


lato wrote, that “wealth is | 
the parent of luxury and in- | 


dolence, and poverty the 


QE i canness and viciousness, and | 


both of discontent.” The philosopher 
appears to have erred slightly because at 
the King Cole Room's Sunday brunch 
in the St. Regis Hotel no discontent was 
evident at hand. Neither was poverty 
What were visible were high-fashion 
models parading in Christian Dior’s 
latest outfits, Captain Walter and his 
associates ascertaining that all the 
brunchers were content, and a pianist 
at a baby grand performing lush ver- 
sions of “Where or When,” “The Shad- 


ow of Your Smile,” and “All the Things 
You Are To Me.” 

On one wall! of this epicurean eaterie, 
Maxfield Parrish painted in 1906 a mural 
of Old King Cole, the merry old soul, 


and his attendants: two Jesters, two 
pages, and an assortment of varicose- 
nosed, jolly, jowly, or pouting menfolk 
The work reflects the mood of 


the room, where, seated at pinkdinencd 


sunny 


tables, diners finger the petals of vased. | 


yellow roses as they sip champagne or 
tea and chat nonstop 

“Here is the cast of Ship of Fools,” 
a detached voice offered. He was right 
Over there was an old Jewish doctor 
nght out of a lhomas Mann novel with 
his wife and son. Nearby, a Vivien Leigh 
prototype laughed aloud; on her head 
was perched a gigantic mink cap which 
she refused to doff. Elsewhere numer 
ous young ladies coquettishly hid their 
boredom by playing with their poached 
eggs while older women wined young 


Eroses, Midwestem readers of The Nex 
Yorker exchanged debutante gossip 
with a few Philadelphian readers of 


The New Yorker, two homosexual men 


was showing off an innocent spnng 
frock. She smiled and moved quickly 
to another area. 

A pleasantly obtrusive” crystal. chan 
delier hung proudly from the center 
of the ceiling, shining on a fiftyish gour 
mand who ate, with relish and without 
wasting a single breath, assorted crois 
sants. a salmon mousse, Ovsters Rocke 


steak with broccoli smothered in 


Hollandaise sauce, and a huge bow! 
huge with Then 
three waiters sang “Happy Birthday” to 


strawbernes cream 


| a table of upper-class blacks as another 


waiter produced a cake with one lit can 
dle. Four tables to the left 
his wife, and his mother sai 


a minister 


grace with 
lowered heads. Another model appeared 
She 


wearing a polka-dotted sailor cap 


beamed. and announced that her outfit 
cost $185. “Stranger in Paradise” issued 


forth, intermingling with aromas from 


the dessert buffet 


| 8 


with vacant faces and applied suntans | 


smoked their cigarettes as if they were 
trying to puff back Tallulah. ‘‘I'l Be 
Seeing You" began at the baby grand 
as a man pinched a passing model who 


hao! 


TORIAN 


SALOON 


23rd Street at 11th Avenue 
Reservations 929-4432 


Dinner —Sunday Brunch 


Miss Martha Holiday will continue to 
coordinate these Fashion Brunches ev- 
ery Sunday as she has been for the last 
four years. For reservations, dial (212) 


6140 or 753-4500 


Did you hear about the couple who 
couldn't tell the difference between 
Vaseline and putty? Their windows fell 


| out 


' mikov's 


| ertheless, The 


John Travolta is planning to purchase 

Coerus Line's film mghts and give Cassie 
sex-change 

Randy Jones. the 


ex Village Person, 


threw a party to welcome back the hes 


tages None of the hostages showed up, 
but Randy was comterted by Rod 
MeKuen, Christopher Keeve, Tammy 
Gnmes, mode! Ron Raz. photographer 
Michael Rock, two window decorators 
trom Sak’s, the Gav Sons of the Mor 
mon Tabernacle Choir, and a Marcel 


Duchamp clone A grand ume was en 


jeved by al 

just when you thougnt 
hike 
Polly. Bergen’s complexion 


a porn star 


had to be bu Steve Reeves, have 
and: Barvsh 
Mark 


rmen 


coordination, producer 


Aaron brings into town The R 
Here is a cast with pothole pores, helter 
tweezed evebrows, 
and Teddy-bear tummnes. Yes, Virginia, 
the only developed muscles on these 
gentemen were their dongs and their 
Adam's Apples. Not a pretty sight. Nev- 
Just 
imagine Huckleberry Finn fucking Tom 
Sawyer along the Mississippi, or an orgy 
of Mémphis beauticiaf-afeer ten shots 
of Tequila. The image isn't paradise, but 
it will do on a very rainy day 


shelter bndgework 


Rivermen is erouc 
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by Michael Grumley 


any rivers west of the Hud- 

son, many Februarys ago, we 

used to cut out paper valen- 
QE tines and stick them in a ruf- 
fled box, sit in a circle around our teach- 
ers, grin with pleasure as they were 
handed out 

Tonight we sit at the feet of Miss 
Liberty, and think of dic red and white 
and silver hearts we'd like to drop over 
the streets of Manhattan, letting them 
fall like snowflakes onto the sills, 
through the apartment windows of 
friends and lovers, on those who qualify 
as the city’s real sweethearts. 

First of all, an armful to our frends 
on the Iron Horse, the Guardian Angels. 
As they enter the A or CC train, snaking 
in a single file down the length of the 
car, they lift the spirits of all they pass. 
The profiles of boys thirteen and six- 
teen, flawed and flawless, looking in- 
tently ahead, high on precision and self. 
esteem. From behind each red beret 
hangs a small intricate tail that dances 
up and down as they bounce past on 
tubber-soled feet; the line of hats is like 
a chain of candy hearts, disappearing 


through the car's metal door. The temp- 
erature always goes up a few degrees in 


| their wake; eyes meet more openly 


across the car. 

And hearts go to the Yanks as they 
splash in the shower, they who make us 
ease and cheer in summe: 
gasp and cheer in summe ak 
young through the fall. A special 
colored missive to Reggie—let it slip 


multi- 


down over his glorious bat. To the out- | 


field and the infield and all the swagger- 
ing pinch-hitters. To Dave Winfield 
who's coming and Mickey Rivers who's 


gone—hearts and flowers and conunuing | 


felicity 

Hearts to the guards at the Whitney 
where they stand against the Hoppers, 
sturdy and speculative on the nature 
of art, to the men in green who greet us 
in the morning, casting hot looks at a 


| cold hour. Who ratde their cans as we 


pass. 


G ites wishes. A heart like 
a waxy anthenum to the man 


who does the windows at Oasis on Coi- 


MANY PEOPLE HAVE 


ASKED,“JUST WHO (OR 


ae 


berry for the broad-backed strong-armed 
couples who tend the sloping landscape 
of Shakespeare Garden in the Park 
Sponge cake to the folks at the Erotic 
who flash past on the floor of the Roxy, 
and Metropolis, sleek and hot in satin 
shorts and baseball caps, looping back 
and forth like beams of light 


| Solar Sporting Club on West 28th Street, 
a heart like a honey fist, to Kenney 
Norton. Gliding like a soft balloon 
through the steamy room, touching 
muscles like cougars under coffee light 
skin, a face boyish and deadly, a figure 
of cool dancing strength; it explodes 
on contact and a thousand K O Kisses 
fall out, swirling around his calves and 
knees, piling up in drifts against his 
locker 

Outside, other envelopes ddy through 
the streets, on their way to broad-shoul- 
dered strangers who swing down Broad- 


way, grinning and spitting and grabbing 


WHAT) IS ROLLERENA?” 
AND SO WE PRESENT ~~ 


Siw 


ee There lived a ndt-so-ordinary 
fellow with avery ordinary job... 


Baker. Pink hearts on skates to the men | 


And through the window of the | 


umbus Avenue, and something in mul- | 


| powdered sugar, 


their joints, to back-up singers and out 
of work actors, wrestling with ardor on 
Riverside Drive. Like thick flakes of 
sweet messages fall 
the sky, incandescent beaded 


from 


caps onto proud dark heads, on steve- 


pink “orchids drifting towards baggage 
handlers by night 
toward bodies pumping and strutung 
at West Side gyms 
filling the frame. 

So many 

Like to paper this island with valen 
tines. Like to kiss the butcher, this once, 
and grease more than the super’s palm 
Shake them all out, this promiscuous 
boxful, til the last one flutters to the 
snowy sidewalk, al a last anonymous 
stranger picks it up, clutches it to his 
own beefy heart,”stumbles against the 
gate 

Heroes and villains, grifters and 
dodgers, doctors and chiefs—be mine 
Be someone's. Happy Valentine 


day, bantones by 


staying gorgeous, 


wishes, so many hearts 


.-- Until one fateful day... 

>(GASPIE 
WHAT A 
DRESS! 
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Media Watch 


Continued from page 7 


population which will shack anly rhace 
bound tor their graves denying the facts 
of life.” 

Sharing the Secret is ostensibly a 
documentary of gay males. Kastner de 
cided that, although gay men and wom- 
en share the rubric “homosexual,”* the 
psychology and mores of the two groups 
are so different that they constitute 
separate studies (another program ‘on 
gay women is tentatively planned). 


he Federal Bureau of Prisons 

has finally consented to per 

mit gay publications into in- 
GEE stitutions under their domain. 
The National Gay Task Force newsletter, 
It’s Time and several other periodicals 
were part of the suit, originated by for- 
mer federal prisoner Calvin Keach. The 
Lambda Legal Defense Fund represent- 
ed Keach. 

Under the agreement, a warden may 
ban sexually explicit material unless the 
publication has “scholarly, general, so- 
cial or literary value.” 

Hustler, Chic, and other similar pub- 
lications are not affected by this pose of 
morality from the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. 


Irene Worth and E.G. 
Henrik Theen'e 


Marshall in 
n Gab 


Gabiiei Borkman, 
Photograph by Brownie Harris. 


Friendly atmosphere 
Authentic Philipine Cuisine 


All major credit cards accepted, 


wae Aw . 


PRILIPPINE 
GARDEN 


RESTAURANT 


AIN'T MISBEHAVIN’ Songs by 
Fats Waller and a cast of five 
Plymouth, 236 W. 45th {730. 
1760) 

AMADEUS: The Viennese rivairy 
between Mozart and his con 
temporary Antonio Salier: 
Broadhurst, 235 W. 44th (247 
0472) 

ANNIE Orphan Annie's adven 
tures after she got eyes. Alvin, 
250 W. 52nd (757-8646) 

BARNUM: Jim Date as +). bar- 
num, complete with minr-cir 
cus. St. James, 246 W 44th 


: 
3 (288.0280) 

THE BEST LITTLE WHORE- 
HOUSE IN TEXAS: As much 
fun as straight sex in the mis- 
sionary position that you have 
to-pay for. 46th St. Theater, 
226 W. A6th (246-0246) 

BRIGADOON A hundred years 
passed already and it's back 
Majestic, 247 W. 44th (246- 
0730) 

BRING BACK BIRDIE: The con- 
tinuation of Birdie’s carreer 
with @ look at the lives of Al- 
bert and Rose 20 years later 
Opens 2/19, until then in pre- 
views 
Martin Beck, 
(246-6363) 

CHILDREN OF A LESSER GOD 

 — Aomance between a deaf wo- 

@)} man and her nonhandicapped 
teacher.Longacre, 220 W. 48th 
(246-5639) 

A CHORUS LINE: An act of love 
that has to be seen to be ap: 
preciated Schubert,225W.44th 

2 {246-5990) 
9 DANCIN’ A Bob Fosse Ballet 
o Broadhurst. 235 W. 44th (247 


fand preview prices} 
302 W. 45th 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 
Groucho tives! Almost as good 

2 as a reincarnation. Royale 242 

= W. 45th (245-5760) . 

a DEATHTRAP A playwrite a sub- 

Q mitted play, some real thrills, 
and a few good laughs. Music 
Box, 239 W. 45th (246-4636) 

THE ELEPHANT MAN: A brii 
liant play enhanced even more 
now that Bowie's left. 222 W 
45th. (246-5969) 

EMLYN WILLIAMS AS 
CHARLES DICKENS A re 
turn of the one man show of 
scenes from Dicken’s novels 
and stories Century, 235 W 
46th St. (944-9300) 

EVITA Tha, life of Eva Perone 
Strona score by Weber and 
Rice. Their first major effort 
since SUPERSTAR, Broadway 
at 53rd (247-3600) 

5TH OF JULY 33 years after 
TALLY’S FOLLIES, with 
Chris (Superman) Reeve as a 
gay Viet Nam vet with tel 
low former classmates from 
Berkeley New Apoio. 234 
W_ 43rd (921-8558) 

THE FIVE O'CLOCK GIRL A 
revival of the 1927 musical 
by Kaimer and Ruby. Helen 
Hayes, 210 W. 46th (246 
6380) 

42ND STREET No show written 
's worth a $50 orchestra seat, 
but this one does come close 
Winter Garden, 1634 Bdwy 
(245-4878) 


hnggooogrcocganggag 


OPEN 5: P.M.—MIDNIGHT ER > 


Ask for Josie Served daity 


455 Second Ave. (at 26th St.) 
685-5855 


© Dinner entrees $4.50-$8.50 > 


GEMINI: Is he or isn’t he? Only 
his girlfriend’s brother knows 
for sure. Littie Theater, 240 
W. 43rd (221-6425) 

JOHN GABRIEL BORKMAN: A 
revival of the Ibsen play ster- 
ring E.G. Marshatl and Irene 


Warth A ntay nf qane-hanween 


father and son, husband and 
wife rman and lover, man and 
mankind. At the Circle Ir The 
Square, SOth West of Bdwy 
16.94.7903 

LUNCH HOUR Stars Giida Rac 
ner in a play about two mar 
riages and a tie that grows 
Ethel Barrymore, 243 W 47th 
(246-0390) 

MACBETH: One of the most in- 
Novative stagings of this mas- 
terpiece, making excellent use 
of the catwalks. Beaumont, 
Lincoln Center (787-6868) 

MORNING'S AT SEVEN -Four 
eccentric sisters and how they 
affect each other and their 
families. Lyceum, 149 W. 45th 
(582-3897) 

OH! CALCUTTAI: Not worth the 
Space to review. Edison, 240 
W. 47th (757-7164) 

PIAF: Edith Piaf’s life story that 
covers a 30 year perjod. Opens 
2/5. Plymouth, 236 W. 45th 
(730-1760) 

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE 
The Gilbert and Sullivan op 
eretta performed this past 
summer in Central Park. With 
Rex Smith and Linda Ron- 
stadt. Uris Theater, 51st West 
of Broadway (586-6510) 


SHAKESPEARE’S CABARET 
An enjoyable musical event 
Bijou, 209 W. 45th (221-8500) 

SUGAR BABIES Ann Miller and 
her trained her (a cast of 
thousands) Mark Hellinger 
237 W. 51st (757 7u64) 

THEY'RE PLAYING OUR SONG 
A Neil Simon musical that de 
spite its beauty, has had so 
many cast changes that it tacks 
any consistency. Imperial, 249 
W. 45th (265-4311) 

TO GRANDMOTHER'S HOUSE 
WE GO A New England 
matriarch invites the family to 
a Thanksgiving weekend they 
won't soon forget. Unfortun 
ately, it’s written so poorly 
that the audience hopes they 
wili forget. Bultrtore, 261 W 
47th (582-5340) 


OFF BROADWAY 


ALBUM Four highschool stu 
dents during the 60s. Cherry 
Lane, 38 Commerce St. (989- 
2020) 

AN EVENING WITH JOAN 
CRAWFORD Described in 
the next issue. A musical by 
Julian Nei and opposed by 
Christina Dearest Orpheum, 
126 Second Ave. (260-8481) 

A COUPLA WHITE CHICKS 
SITTING AROUND TALK- 
ING Two suburban house 
wives whooping it up in the 


big city. Stars Louise Lasser 
Astor Place TI 


ayeue (254-4370) 


C3 


Portraits also done from photograph. 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS An 
axcectionally funny satire with 


i 
music by Ted Talley, Play- 
write’s Horizon, 416 W 42nd 
(564-1235) 
DEAD END KIDS: 4 history of 


atomic energy Public/The Oth 
er Stage, 425 Lafayette, (598 
7150) 

THE FANTASTICKS F antastick 
that it’s still running after all 
these years. Sullivan Street 
Playhouse, 181 Sullivan 

GODSPELL. A revival of the 
Broaway musical based on the 
book of Mathew of the New 
Testament. Equity Library, 
103rd Street and Riverside Dr 
(663-2028) 

IM GETTING MY ACT TO- 
GEIHEK AND TAKING It 
ON THE ROAD: A dynomite 
musical keeping it together 
Circle In The Square Down- 
town,159 Bleecker (254-6330) 

LAST SUMMER AT BLUEFISH 
COVE: A “Must See.” One of 
off-Broadway 's warmest shows 
(see fast issue Urban Affairs) 
Actor's Playhouse, 7th Ave 
off Christopher (691-6226) 

ONE MO’ TIME: A beautiful lit- 
tle musical that shouldn't be 
missed. Village Gate, 160 
Bleecker (475-5120) 

PENGUIN TOUQUET A new 
work by Richard Foreman 
Public, 425 Lafayette (598: 
7150) ae tt 

REALLY ROSIE Another kiddie 
acted musical in the style of 
BUGSY MALONE. American 
Piace Theater, 111 West 46th 
(246-3226) 

SCRAMBLED FEET. One of Off 
Broadway's funniest and cra 
ziest (or sanest) shows Village 
Gate.160 Bleecker (982-9292) 

TRIXIE TRUE, TEEN DETEC 
TIVE While not one of the 
best shows in town, Marilyn 
Soko! shines in this fun spy 
musical comedy Theater de 
Lys. 121 Christopher St (924- 
8782 Pi 

WAITING FOR THE PARADE 
Women in the Red Cross 
during the second World War 
Uneven acting to say the 
teast. Hudson Guild, 441 W 
26th (760-9847) 

WE WON'T PAY! WE WON'T 
PAY! Buyers revolt in this 
new comedy Chelsea Theater 
Center, 407 W. 43rd (541 
8394) 

THE WINSLOW BOY A revival 
of the 1947 Rattigan play 


Roundabout Stage Two, 307 
WW 26e8 (242 7aN0) 


INCOME TAX PREPARATION 


for individuals and businesses 
at your location 
or at our NYC offices 
Quick, year round service. Call 
NEW YORK TAX SERVICE 
(212) 732-6977 
information and appointment. 


VALENTINE OFFER: 


PORTRAITS DRAWN 
in excellent likeness 
at Manhattan Plaza Studio 
Or at your residence 
$10.00 


OR 


Call Ed Portnoy, 
736-0339, A.M. and evenings. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in the NEW YORK NATIVE 
only costs thirty cents a word, fifteen-word minimum ($4.50) 


CLASSIFIEDS All classified advertising must be paid in advance. If you have Visa or Master Charge, 


you can phone in yourad at 929-7333. Ask for the Native Classifieds. 
Or send your ad and a check or money order to 
APARTMENTS | The NEW YORK NATIVE, Room 417, 250 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10107. 
You 1i be reaching thousands of gay New Yorkers. 


ir DERMATOLOGY and VENEREAL a mare 
hited DISEASES. Harold $. Ross, M.D., 14 SERVICES 
East 62nd Street. (212) PL 2-2266. By Now EXERCISE CLASS. Call now to join 
an appointment only. Evening and Satur- you a series of fifteen classes taught by Dale 
this day hours available. can Carter that include muscle-toning, 
space. AMEBAS TESTED/TREATED subscribe aerobics, creative movement, stretch 
= Complete testing and treatment at one and relaxation, Call (212) 989-2429 
CLUBS location. = cane 
Also:Dermatological Surgery HairTrans- the APARTMENT CLEANING EXPERTS 
plants, All Skin & Venereal Diseases. NEW INCORPORATED. Reliable houseboys 
New York Wrestling Club—450 Macho § Dr. Heldeman. 135 Central Park West YORK available weekly or bi-weekly Excellent 
references. Call in NYC ACE INC'(212) 
NATIVE! 788-4227 


apartment 


Men. Write: 59 West 10th Street, NYC ff (212) 873-0909. 
10011, or call 477-4227. 


ELLANEOUS 
ceaeunieeeeenemmmmmenmnrenenmeeneretenneeenaEeaee! 
COMING OUT STORIES: Author doing 
serious and facuial book on American 
gay males first time experiences, cmot- 
ional as well as the physical. Confid- 
entiality assured. Write: Mitchell, P.O. 
Box 53, Paramous, N.J. 07652 


GAY SAUNA-—FIRST IN QUEENS 
Northern Men's Sauna. 137-08 No 
Blvd. Flushing, N.W. % block from 
Main Street, Tel. 359-9817. (Above 
Lafayette Radio.) Open daily at noon, 
seven days a week. Closed 3 A.M 


COUNSELING 


CAREER COUNSELING 

CAN'T FIND A JOB? Find your best 
career direction through effective inex- 
Pensive techniques. CHAMBERLAIN & 
ASSOCIATES, 200 Park Ave., 303-E, 
N.Y.C. 10166, (212) 599-0986. 
Acquire a Positive Body Image. Create 
the image you want others to have of 
you through Dance-Movement Therapy 
Change the holding patterns that are 
holding you back. Free brochure 
AARON COHEN (212) 673-7286 


ELECTROLYSIS FOR MEN. Clean up 
excess face or body hair permanently, 
privately. (212) 759-2647. Tom Mas- 
ters, E. 48th Street, Member A.F.A 


STAMPS FOR INVESTORS or col- 
lectors. Buy direct, bid in auctions, 
or use our auction agent and consult- 
ing services to buy at major sales on the 
East Coast. Contact Michael! Purser Jeff 
Purser Associates. 25 Newton Road, 
Danbury, Conn. 06810 (203) 744- 
7631 


RESORTS 


re eS 
KEY WEST —It’s forever summer.on the 
AMERICAN MANANA ISLAND. Call 
toll-free 1-800-327-9191, ext. 499 (in 
Florida, 1-800-432-7999, ext. 499), 
or write Key West Business Guild, P.O 
Box 1208, Key West Florida, 33040 for 
our new directory and map 


NATIONAL, VULCAN} ’$8.50 cach 
air-mail, $6 00 sea-mail (personal checks 
accepted )Derek Gritten, 131 Richmond 
Park Road, Bournemouth, BH8 8UA, 
England 


GAY RECOVERED ALCOHOLICS. 
Therapy group forming. Also provide 
Therapy for gay couples. (212) 697 
4047. 

ALCOHOL CONTROL. Analytically or 
iented individual supportive psychother- 
apy —highly trained psychotherapist ac- 
cepting serious individuals willing to fo- 
cus on motivation behind unorthodox 
drinking patterns and other deep-seated 
problems. Reasonable fees. Call (212) 
662-6767 or leave message 


NURSING HOME that minds its own 
business. Waterloo Care Center. 250 W 
Shaulis Road, Waterloo, fowa. 
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TRAVEL 


VISITING LONDON? For free details 
of accommodation, suanas,clubs,discos, 
temporary and permanent Jobs, general 
information—write toGCE International 
2 Brydges Place, St. Martins Lane, Lon- 
don WC2N 4HP England. For London 
Gay Guide and Map enclose 3 pounds 
For tourist membership of leading Lon- 
don clubs 2 pounds extra (or equiva 
lant in other currency) 

For live-in job as junior assistant send 
full personal details including photo- 
graph, for holiday home swap, send 
full details and requirements. 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS JOST 
VAN DYKE. NOT EVERYONE needs 
bars, baths or crowded beaches for their 
vacation. Away from away . . . eight 
architect-designed houses, sleeping two 
to six, on private 1,000-foot fine white 
coral sand beach. Superb snorkeling. 
Write Sandy Ground, 333 East 68th 
Street, New York, NY 10021. Weekdays 
telephone (212) 861-9270. 


ADVERTISE HERE ~ 


THIS SPACE COULD WORK 
FOR YOU. 


MOVERS 


VAN GOGH MOVERS. All our men 
have concave backs and a highly devel- 
oped sense of aesthetics. (212) CA 6- 
0500. 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST. 20 years experi- 
ence. Individual, couples, and groups. 
William Hartshorne Ellis, Ph.D. (212) 
674-5399 


SANTO DOMINGO 
Hotel Victoria—Queen of the Car- 
ibbean resorts. Old world courtesy, 
contemporary comforts.Tours _leave 
NYC monthly. Meet our young and all 
male staff. Tour information—(215) 
222-2647 Hotel reservations—(809)682- 
1955. 


PERSONAL 


GAY PSYCHOTHERAPIST offering 
counseling and psychological services to 
gay men, women, couples. Reasonable 
fee scale. Manhattan location. (212) 879- 


MULTIPLE INSERTION 
SPECIAL! 

With each paid order fer 
five consecutive insertions 
you are entitled to one 
free classified ad. 


HELP WANTED 


WATERLOO CARE CENTER needs 


highly qualified nursing home admin- 
istrator. 250 Shaulis Road, Waterioo, 
Iowa. (319) 234-4495. 


PENFRIENDS OF ALL AGES from all 
over the world are waiting to write you. 
Write GLOBAL PENFRIENDS. GPO 
2817, Sydney NSW 2001, Australia. 

POSITION WANTED 


KEY WEST Spacious,private apartment, 
luxurious for two persons, ample for 
four. Air-conditioned,complete kitchen, 
telephone. Historic area, near bars,rest- 
aurants. Member K.W. Business Guild. 
COCOTIER, 331 Simonton, Key West, 
Fl., 33040. (305)-296-2682. Weekly 
Rates. ~ 


NIFFTY HAIRCUTTING, specializing 
in hait repair, care, cutting, permanents, 
body waving, coloring, hennas, and 
complete hair care. 182 West 4th Street, 
(212) 929-8206/255-3913. 


. PRODUCTS 


“MEMBER—IMMORAL MINORITY” | 
Buttons—2/$1.00, 10/$4.00. Bumper 
stickers—$1.00 each, 10/$6.00. Imme 
digte delivery. Larry Fox, Box M-14, 
Valley Stream, New York 11582. We 
also custom-print at Movement prices 
for organizations/businesses. 


HEALTH CARE 


bookings at GAY hotels, amtrak tick- ATTENTION 
ets, AIRLINE tickets, business trips, 
VACATIONS, weekends. phone ROB- 
ERT SEABURY, travel agent, at 212- 
242-3900. if line is busy, call 212-242- 
3900. FREE, FREE, FREE ticket de- 
livery anywhere in manhattan 


WEIGHT LOSS—Psychiatrist (M.D.) will 
help ycu lose weight through hypnosis. 
Excellent results. (212) 831-3505. 


GOING DEAF FROM DISCOS? An al- 
ternative way to meet fabulous people 
is to place a PERSONAL classified 
advertisement in the NEW YORK 
NATIVE. You're now proving that 
these classifieds are read by people like 
yourself—and it costs about half what 
you're spending each time you hit the 
bars. Don't wait! New York is filled 
with fascinating people, a lot of whom 
read the NEW YORK NATIVE. 


% LaPiana 
Piano Shop 


= 147 W 24mm ST 


New LePiana Consoles (212) 263-5768 
Professional uprights and grands 

A s0 used pianos, 

Funder Rhodes tuning end repairs. 


GAY, LESBIAN GREETING CARDS, 
RUBBER STAMPS, buttons, more! 
Catalog 50 cents. Catalog and sample 
assotment 10 cards $5.00. Iris, Dept. 
CS, Box 1715, Boston, MA 02105. 


ADVERTISE HERE 


MAKE THIS SPACE WORK FOR 
YOU 


te. 


ih a Ce ee SS a 5 ETS 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 


MARION GALLO (at 9) and BRUCE 
HOPKINS {at 11) at the Duplex, 255. 
5438. 

MIKI TRENI (at 7 with his big band) and 
THE GERSHWIN SONGBOOK (at 10) 
(See last issue’s Urban Affairs) et the 
West Bank Cafe, 695-6909. 

“DIVINE AMBIGUITIES,” a 24 drawing 
exhibit by the french artist Rolande 
opens at the Leslie Lohman Gallery 
For more information call 966-7173 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 


FRESHWATER (at 8) and THE GERSH- 
WIN SONGBOOK (at 11) at the West 
Bank Cafe, 695-6909 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 


TERRI LYNN PAUL (at 9) and HERB & 
POTATO (former members of 
GOTHAM) (et 11) at the Duplex, 255. 
5438. 

ELLIOT KAPPEL (at 8) and THE GERSH- 
WIN SONGBOOK (at 11) at the West 
Bank Cafe, 695-6909 

SELF MANIPULATION-GETTING IT 
ON WITH THE MERRY FIST A dis- 
cussion fed by a paneb of do-it-your- 
selfere and doctors at the West Side 
Discussion Group. For information, 
call 242-4140 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 


g 

HERB & POTATO (at 11) at the Ouplex, 
255-5438. 

FEIFFER’S PEOPLE (based on the char- 
acters of Jules Feiffer at 8) and THE 
GERSHWIN SONGBOOK (at 11) at 
the West Bank Cafe, 695-6909 

SALLYVJANE HEIT (see Urban Affairs) 
at Ted Hook’s On Stage, 265-3800 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 


SEMINA DE LAURENTIS (et 9) and 
BORNEMAN AND GREENHOUSE 
(at 11) (see Urban Affairs) at. the 
Duplex, 255-5438. 

FEIFFER'S PEOPLE at 8 and 11) at the 


WEST BANK CAFE, 695-6909. 
LETTY COTTIN POGREBIN discusses 


her book (excerpted in this issue otf 
Native) as well as how we have been 
brousht up FOR WOMEN ONLY 
Gay Women’s Altemstive, Universafist 
Church, Central Park West at 76th 
Street, 8 pst. Contribution: $3.00. 
JOHN T. MACK, pencil and paste! draw- 
ings opens at the Hibbs.Gailery through 
the 28th. For informationcall 947-3130. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 


MARGARET WRIGHT (at 9) and BRICK 
HARTNEY {at 11) at the Duplex, 255- 
$438. 4 

FEIFFER’S PEOPLE «(at 8) end JENN’ 
BURTON (at 11) at the West Ban! 
cafe, 695-6909. 

GAY PEOPLE AT COLUMBIA DANCE at 
Earl! Hail at Columbia University. Ad- 
mission is $2.50 and the dance begins 
at 10 p.m. (See last tssue’s Urban Af- 
fairs.) 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 


KAREN MASON with BRIAN LASSER 
at the Duplex, 255-5438. 

THE SINGING EXPERIENCE (a: 8) and 
ELLEN MAXTED (at 11) at the 
West Bank Cafe, 695-6909. 


Brick Hartman 


THE ANGER WORKSHOP! A one-day 
intefsive workshop FOR WOMEN 
ONLY to share feelings and express 
anger, Held from 11 am. to 6 p.m. 
at 240 West 15th Street, apr. 19. This 
is @ four part workshop held on the 
first and second Saturday and the third 
and fourth Sunday of February. The 
fee is $35.00 and for more informa- 
tion call Mary Ann Calega, 929-6345 

ALISE M at The Fives, at 9:30. (See 
Urban Affairs for more information.) 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 


MARION GALLO (at 9) and BRUCE 
HOPKINS (at 11) at the Duplex, 255- 
5438. 

MIKE TRENI (at 7) and TBA (at 10) st 
the West Bank Cafe, 695-6909 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 


FRESHWATER (at 8) and ELFSTRAND 
la feamie rock duo st 11) st the West 
Bank Cafe, 695-6909. 

PAST AND PRESENT: PRECEDENTS 
AND DEFINITIONS A seminar dealing: 
svith gay and lesbian art and artists. 
{See Urben Affairs formore information) 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 


TERRI! LYNN PAUL (et 9) and HERB & 
POTATO (at 11) at the Duplex, 
255.5438. 4 

ELLIOT KAPPEL (at 8) and BOB SAR 
(at 11) at the West Bank Cafe, 695-6909. 

DO YOU REALLY GET WHAT You 
PAY FOR? representitives from 2 gay 
dating services teil all at the West Side 
Discussion Group, For information call 
242-4140: 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 


HERB & POTATO (at 11) at the Duplex, 
255.5438 

FEIFFER’S PEOPLE (at 8 and 11) at the 
West Bank Cafe, 695-6909 

SALLY-JANE HEIT at Ted Hook's On 
Stage, 265-3800 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 


SEMINA DE LAURENTIS (at 9) and 
BRICK HARTNEY (at 11) at the 
Duplex, 255-5438 

FEIFFER’S PEOPLE (at 8 and 11) at the 
West Bank Cafe, 695-6909 

IN STONE author of When God 

Was a Woman speaks at the Gay 

Women’s Alternative. For information 

cal! 532-8669 


Me 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 


MARGARET WRIGHT (at 9) and BRICK 
HARTNEY (at 11) at the Duplex, 255- 


5438. 

ELISE MORRIS (at 8) and JENNY BUR- 
TON (at 11) at the West Bank Cate, 
695-6909. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 


KAREN MASON with BRIAN LASSER 
st the Duplex, 255-5438. 
ELISE MORRIS (et 8) end WEST BANK- 
“ETTES (the staff Valentine’s show at 
11) at the West Bank Cafe, 695-6909. 
THE ANGER WORKSHOP {see 2/7 for 
details). 


THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF 
ALL FEBRUARY 16-28 CALENDAR 
EVENTS IS FEBRUARY 7. IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO LIST AN EVENT, SUBMIT IT TO: 
NATIVE CALENDAR 
CHRISTOPHER STREET MAGAZINE 
250 WEST 57TH STREET, SUITE 417 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10107 : 


33 


BLUEBOY 
and 
NUMBERS 
Magazines 
are moving Editorial Offices 
to New York City 
on or about 
the First of February 


We would like to receive 
_Epsumes 
for the following 


Editor 
Assistant Editor 
Art Director 
Assistant Art Director 
Paste-up Artist 
Secretary 
” Circulation Assistant 
File Clerk 
Advertising Director 
Advertising Salesperson 
General Office Help 
Photographer 


Resumes should be sent 
immediately to 
NEW YORK NATIVE 
Marked ATTN. BLUEBOY 
250 West 57th Street 
Suite 417 
New York, NY 10107 


Resumes should be filled out 
in complete, detail 
listing previous employment, 
desired salary , 


Job references 
will be checked! 


Editorial offices 
* will be in 
Midtown Manhattan. 
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NEW YORK NATIVE 
“Bar Guide” 


New York, N.Y. 10107 


MANHATTAN 


GREENWICH VILLAGE 
ANVIL: Now a private club mem- 
bership is not that hard to 
come by with a firend. With 
both dancing end a fair drag 
show, its real attraction is the 


AYOR. Bring knee pads and a 
Poncho. 500 West 14th Street 
at 11th Avenue. 

BADLANDS: Some western and 
an ample S-M rack. Christo- 
Pher and West Streets near 
the piers. 

BARBARY COAST:A real throw- 
back to San Francisco’s Castro 
Street, and not off the beaten 
path. 67 7th Avenue at 14th 


Street. 

BONNIE AND CLYDE’S: Upstairs 
is one of New York's finest 
Sunday bruncheries while be- 
low holds a fine bar and disco, 
primarily Jesbian. A great 
Place to go with a large group 
to enjoy yourself. 82 West 3rd 
Street, right off 6th Avenue 

CRISCO DISCO: An after hours 
(and before hours) disco that 
has lines over @ block long to 
get in as the sun rises oveg the 

* city. Hf you don’t mind being 
frisked (1 found it a thrill), 
‘the wait is well worth it. A 
set of dance floors on two lev- 
les, a DJ sitting atop s giant 
can of Crisco, a pinball arcade, 
coat check, and the youngest 
bartenders in the city. Drinks 
and cover are both reasonable 
and it’s big enough to handie 
the huge crowd that frequents 

“it. At 15th Street and 9th Ave 

DUCHESS: A ladies only bar, 
Proving that they can be just 
@s raunchy as the men.Nothing 
but raves from the women 
asked. Disco, reasonable prices 

‘ and was loads of fun the time 
this reviewer was there. 70 
Grove Street 

DUPLEX: One of the few classy 
cabarets left in town, expan- 
sive and expensive. Disco, rea- 
sonable prices and a young 
crowd. Excellent show. 55 
Grove Stfect. 

EAGLES NEST: An older S-M 
hangout attracting the survi- 
vors. 21st Street at 11th Ave. 

CROSS WORLD (formerly THE 
INTERNATIONAL sTUD) 
Another private club in the 
Style of the ANVIL but with 
less danger, enough light to see 
what's happening, films, and 9 
wide variety of possibilities. 
733 Greenwich at Perry 

KELLER’S: Some western, some 
SM, some of everything. Best 
On Sundays; 384 West Street 

MARIE CRIBIS: One of the 
spots where the bartenders 
hang out after hours. A piano 
Player goes through every song 
ever written as the goup sings 
along. Done in art decco and 
slightly on the uncomfortable 
side. 59 Grove Street off 7th. 

MINESHAFT It's hard to describe 


CIRCLE: Despite the two 
moose heads end the 
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stuffed ret (1 don't beliaye it’s 
an opossum): behind ber, 
the CIRCLE has 2 tot going 
for it, A patio provides @ coo! 
Place in the summer ith can- 
Gielit tables and waiter service 
{Aunt Grace and Sister Jim). 
During the day it’s a neighbor- 
hood bar attracting writers. 
Broadway treasurers, business- 
men, and all served by Jimmy, 
the best bartender in town. An 
additional ber downstairs cpen 
at night, pinball, poo! tables. 
Really begins to fill up at 11, 
and none of the urgency that 
occurs during the night, end 
only barely at last call. 139 
West 10th, just off Green- 
wich and Waverly. 


PETER .RABBIT: A bar/disco 


that spills out onto the street 
‘on nice evenings. One of the 


better spots on the West 


TV'S: The most popular bar slong 


Christopher Street and under- 
standably so. The vasiest bar 
to ‘fit into’ regardiess of your 
‘drag.’ Western, leather, jock, 
all fit right in. 114 Christo- 
pher near Bedford. 


UNCLE PAUL'S: This bar changes 


more often than a liberal pol- 
itician. | understand that it has 


just changed= again, making @ 
Practical review impossible. 


However, his bulletin board is 
@ true history of the gay move- 
ment, since it hasn't changed 
in four years. 8 Christopher 
Street near Gay Street 


MIDTOWN 


STYX: Young crowd, mostly in- 
teresting. A good disco, espe- 


cially if you like mirrors. 
304 East 39th Street 


ICE PALACE: Lights, mirrors, 


sound, waiters, neon, all above 
average. A young crowd, some- 
times mixed, is as much fun to 
watch as it is to join. Dress is 
fairly classy. Don’t show up 
too early. 57 West 57th Street. 


UNCLE CHARLIE’S SOUTH: 


Shoe horns are available to 
force yourself in after ten p.m 
'f you can make your way to 
the back, there's a cruise room 
with a pool table. Eyes meet 
across the eight ball and try to 
connect in any of the other 
rooms. A discaire nightly; 
Tuesdays are two-for-one. 3rd 
Avenue at 38th Street 


UNCLE CHARLIE NORTH: 


Sundays: free buffet; Monday 
sees beer at fifty cents; Tues- 
days have prize drawings; Wed- 
nesday is two-for-one. 1049 
Lexington Avenue at 75th St 


UPTOWN 


CHAPS: THE Uptown East Side 


Cruise bar! A perfect exemple 
of what can happen when » 
bar tries to provide quality for 
its patroos. 1558 3rd Avenue 
at 87th Street. 


HURRAH: A mixed disco with an 


atmosphere that changes al- 
Most nightly. 36 West 62nd St. 


HARRY'S BACK EAST: A spot 


to go with a friend, lover, or 
to make a friend or lover. The 
front section is comfortable 
with honest lighting, a fine bar, 
and private standing booths 
The back features an adequate 
disco with fairty good lighting 
for a place that small, good 
sound with excellent discaires, 


wit 
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and 8 very friendly atmos 
phere. Early evening finds 
Brosaway dancers warming 
3rd Avenue ai 80th Street 
Saturdays there's acover which 
inctudes your first drink 


UPPER WEST SIDE 


BOOT HILL: An uptown Ty's. lo- 


cated at 317 Amsterdam Ave., 
at 75th Street: 


CANDEE I}: This is 2 new estab- 


lishment on the site of the old 
HALFBREED. It'sgotaground 
floor bar and a full-size down- 
stairs “back room” and is op- 
en 4 p.m, to 8 a.m. every day 
except Monday. 168 Amster- 
dam Avenue, at 68th Street. 


WAREHOUSE PIER 51: Located 


at 324 Amsterdam Avenue, at 
75th Street. 

: Currently very pop- 
uler. Columbus Avenue be- 
tween 74th and 75th Streets. 


BROOKLYN 


DANNY'S of Brooktyn Heights 


One of the-better hot spots in” 
the borough. A decent disco 
with dancing and an excellent 
Sunday brunch. 108 Montague 
Street 


RHYTHMS: Being the only gay 


bar at thatvend of Brooklyn, 
catering to Borough Park, Bay 
Ridge, and Bensonhurst, the 
crowd is diverse and both gay 
and lesbian {though there are 
special ‘Ladies’ Nights”) 
RHYTHMS features live bands 
of above average quality and 


~ has film nights, occasional fea- 


tures, and the most potent 
drinks in the borough. Always 
crowded even with a weekend 
cover charge (good for your 
first drink).A tiny dance floor 
in the back makes dancing 
that much more intimate and 
the sound system more than 
compensates for the lack of 
space. Adding to the charm of 
the bar is its excellent location 
just a few blocks from the B 
and N lines and off 75th and 
65th Streets, 6826 New Ut 
recht Avenue. — 


SAL’S PLACE: A young crowd 


frequents this Brooklyn Hts 
bar and disco. Fair sound but 
fine dancing. 79 Pineapple St, 
right off the promenade 


QUEENS 


ARCK LANE: After hours cater 


ing to the late night homecom- 
er looking for a local spot be- 
fore heading home. Ladies 
from 8 p.m. to 2:30 am., men 
from 4 a.m. on. Loéated in 
Richmond Hill, 130-02 Atian- 
tic Avenue 


BETSY ROSS: Jackson Heights 


and Rego Park are two of the 
gayest areas of Queens, sport- 
ing more than its fair share of 
bars. This is not one of the 
better ones.Dancing, and easy 
to meet people when the 
evening is right. 73-13 37th 
Avenue (by Vaseline alley) 


BILLY THE KID: A new addition 


to the neighborhood, it does 
show excellent promise. The 
velt Avenue, just 3 few steps 
from the IRT 7_E, F. GG, and 
N tines. 


| 


SPAIN PY 


Venereal Diseases 


FLAVORS. 


best disco 1 ail 


Attracting oye 
lesbians, and even a few 
straights for the excellent 
sound and dance floor Attract 
ing @ young crowd as well as 
gays from every age group Lo- 
cated in Kew Gardens ot 120- 
31 83rd Avenue; 
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TAVERN ON THE TURN: This 


has got to be the friendliest 
bar in the borough, if not the 
city. Semi-private (you have to 
90 around to the side and ring 
to be admitted), during the 
dey the bar is straight but 
come nine at night and you'll 
know otherwise. Ralph the 
bartender (his “fuckin’ name's 
not yo!) makes you feel 
right at home and makes quite 
interesting conversation about 
the old New York gay bar 
scene {he's been around it tor 
13 years). Very convenient to 
both train (E & F to 169th 
Street) and by car (with plenty 
of street parking available). At 
172-22 Hillside Avenue, Jam 
aica. Membership cards are 
available (at no charge). Go 
late! 


CHOCOLATES, INC. 


HAND-MADE . HAND-DIPPED 


3 987 Lexington Ave. 
New York City 10021 


Ay» Tel. 212/734-5219 


Since 1923 


120 Christopher St. 
1001 
-7374 


New York Cit: 
Be Tel. Chelsea 


including syphilis, gonorrhea, 


NSU, veneral warts, amebiasis. 


HAROLD S. ROSS, M.D. 
14 East 62nd Street 


H (212) PL2-2266 


By Appointment 


Evening ana Saturday hours available 


rt 
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“Quick, there’s a national economic emergency! 
_ Loan me $8.95 for the new Peter Allen album.” 
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